
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

March 10 

On March 10, 1920, the West Virginia Legislature passed a joint 

resolution ratifying the 19th amendment to the U.S. Constitution giving 

women the right to vote. 

 
CSO: SS.8.2, SS.8.9, SS.8.24 

Investigate the Document(s):  

1. What role do you think American culture and gender norms played in the fight for voting rights? 

 

2. What did the West Virginia Equal Suffrage Association believe they would accomplish by supporting 

women’s suffrage? 

 

3. Using the documents as a guide, what were the major reasons for and against giving women the right 

to vote before 1920?  

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

  

CSO: SS.8.2, SS.8.9, SS.8.24 

Investigate the Document(s):  

1. List (2) reasons that Delegate Lewis Lantz cited for opposing the ratification of the Nineteenth 

Amendment.  

 

2. According to the document, West Virginia voted to oppose women’s suffrage by a majority of almost 

_____________ people. 

  

3. What did Lantz believe would be disrupted by allowing women equal voting rights? Do these values 

mirror the contemporary principles of Lantz’s time? Why or why not? 
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March 10 

On March 10, 1920, the West Virginia Legislature passed a joint 

resolution ratifying the 19th amendment to the U.S. Constitution giving 

women the right to vote. 

 CSO: SS.8.2, SS.8.9, SS.8.24 

Investigate the Document(s):  

➢ Put yourself in the year 1920. The states are about to vote whether to ratify the 19th amendment and 

you find yourself in a position of influence; you have the opportunity to persuade others to support 

women’s suffrage. What arguments would you use to gain followers to supporting the cause? How 

would enfranchising women improve democracy? Write a persuasive essay (1-2 pages; 250 word 

minimum) to make your case.  

 

 

 



 

  



 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

March 10 

On March 10, 1920, the West Virginia Legislature passed a joint 

resolution ratifying the 19th amendment to the U.S. Constitution giving 

women the right to vote. 

 CSO: SS.8.2, SS.8.9, SS.8.24 

Political Cartoon(s):  

1. Describe what you see. What do you notice first?  What people and objects are shown?  What, if any, 

words do you see? 

 

2. What is happening in this cartoon? Who is the target audience? 

 

3. From your examination of the cartoon, do you think the artist supported the suffrage movement? Why 

or why not? 
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On March 10, 1920, the West Virginia Legislature passed a joint 

resolution ratifying the 19th amendment to the U.S. Constitution giving 

women the right to vote. 

 
CSO: SS.8.2, SS.8.9, SS.8.24 

Political Cartoon(s):  

1. Based on your opinion of the cartoon; write a caption that summarizes the artist’s point of view. 

 

2. What evidence did you use to come to your conclusion? 

 

3. What does “unsex” imply? Does this say something about gender expectations during the early 

twentieth century? 
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On March 10, 1920, the West Virginia Legislature passed a joint 

resolution ratifying the 19th amendment to the U.S. Constitution giving 

women the right to vote. 

 
CSO: SS.8.2, SS.8.9, SS.8.24 

Political Cartoon(s):  

1. Do you believe images are more powerful than words? 

 

2. Why do you think political cartoons are so successful in reaching people?  

 

3. What message is the cartoonist attempting to convey?  

 

4. What does the floating bottle signify? Did the liquor industry want women to have the right to vote? 

If not, why? 
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On March 10, 1920, the West Virginia Legislature passed a joint 

resolution ratifying the 19th amendment to the U.S. Constitution giving 

women the right to vote. 

 
CSO: SS.8.2, SS.8.9, SS.8.24 

Political Cartoon(s):  

1. What do you suppose the caption “Beware of Pickpockets” is a reference to? 

 

2. Why do you presume the cartoonist used vernacular dialogue for the man representing “booze 

interests?” Does this suggest anything about the cartoonist’s opinion on the struggle between the 

women’s suffragists and the liquor industry?  

 

3. What is the man representing “booze interests” attempting to persuade West Virginia lawmakers to 

do by being disparaging towards the women’s suffrage movement? 
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On March 10, 1920, the West Virginia Legislature passed a joint 

resolution ratifying the 19th amendment to the U.S. Constitution giving 

women the right to vote. 

 
CSO: SS.8.2, SS.8.9, SS.8.24 

Political Cartoon(s):  

1. What is happening in this cartoon? 

 

2. What do the signs tell us about the temperament of anti-suffragists?  

 

3. What does the caption “All Dressed Up and No Place to Go” signify to you about the cartoonist’s 

opinions on the anti-suffragists? 

 

4. Did you find this cartoon convincing? Why or why not? 
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On March 10, 1920, the West Virginia Legislature passed a joint 

resolution ratifying the 19th amendment to the U.S. Constitution giving 

women the right to vote. 

 
CSO: SS.8.2, SS.8.9, SS.8.24 

Investigate the Document(s):  

Use the map to answer the following: 

1. What were the ONLY two counties in West Virginia to have a majority of voters support women’s 

suffrage? 

2. Which of the following counties had a 39-49% vote in support of suffrage? 

a. Kanawha 

b. Wirt 

c. Wood 

d. Jackson 

3. Which of the following counties had less than 20% of voters support women’s suffrage? 

a. Monongalia  

b. Doddridge 

c. Pleasants  

d. Raleigh  

4. Did the citizens of Fairmont or Huntington likely have greater support for women’s suffrage? 
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On March 10, 1920, the West Virginia Legislature passed a joint 

resolution ratifying the 19th amendment to the U.S. Constitution giving 

women the right to vote. 

 
CSO: SS.8.2, SS.8.9, SS.8.24 

Investigate the Document(s):  

1. It took seventy-two years from the Seneca Falls Convention (1848) before the passing of the 19th 

Amendment in 1920. According to these documents, why were people opposed to woman suffrage? 

Are these a microcosm of the fight that women had to endure to obtain equal voting rights? 

 

2. Do you think the reasons for opposing suffrage were political (men didn’t want to lose their political 

positions) or social reasons (ideas about women’s place in society)? 

 

3. Using these documents, write 3-5 sentences about your takeaway of the anti-suffragist platform. Do 

any of these demeaning stereotypes and opinions of women still exist today?  

 

 

 



 

  



 


