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On March 11, 1916, businessman and former U.S. Senator from West
Virginia Henry Gassaway Davis died in Washington.

CSO: SS.8.4,SS.8.24, ELA8.1
Investigate the Document: (Howard Sutherland Papers, Ms83-2)
Document 1
1. What position was J.C. Deck writing to Senator Sutherland requesting his assistance in securing?

2. Based on the date on which the letter was written, does it seem appropriate that Deck mentioned to
Sutherland that he was not subject to the draft? Why or why not?

Document 2
3. Use context clues to answer: the letter offers congratulations to Sutherland on his 1912 election
victory; it states that he was elected to the "highest national office from this state except that of the
United States Senator™ but later says he was, indeed, elected to Congress. What office was Sutherland
elected to? Explain how the legislative branch of government is structured at the state and national
levels.

Document 3
4. Why is Sutherland writing to the Adjutant General about discharging Kenneth Dick?

5. What had happened to Kenneth during his time in service?

6. Do you think it was fairly common for someone to not have their birth recorded at the county seat
during the early-twentieth-century? If so, why?

Think Critically: Do these documents allow for a greater understanding of who Henry Gassaway Davis was
as a person? How would you describe/explain his duties to someone who was unfamiliar with the American
government? What is the value or importance of the documents?
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StATE oF WEsTVIRGINIA
TWENTIETH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTIES OF GREENBRIER AND POCAHONTAS

LEwisBURG

CHARLES 8.DICE
JUDGE

November

Twenty-sixth,

1.9 1.2
Honorable Howard Sutherland,

Elkins, West Virginia.

Dear Howard:-

Please accept my sincere thanks for your congra-—
tulations, which would have bheen acknowledged sooner but for my
absence from home, immediately followed by a very busy term of
court which is just now drawing to a close.

I assure you I can and do, tnough tardily, congratiilate you
most heartily upon your election to the highest natlonal office
from this State except that of United States Senator, and I wish
for you a successful and brilliant career 1n the National Congress.

With most cordial regards, I am

Yours very truly,

CSD-L ¢ O
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