
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

March 17 

On the night of March 17, 1925, an explosion in the Bethlehem 

Mine No. 41 at Barrackville killed 33 coal miners. 

 CSO: SS.8.9, SS.8.24, ELA.8.1, ELA.8.32 

Investigate the Document: (Mine Inspection Report, Ar1519) 

1. Describe the tone of the mine inspector as he recalls the explosion rescue. 

 

2. According to the mine inspector, what were the odds that the mine would explode again while the 

rescue squad was underground? 

 

3. What hazards existed, in addition to the fire, in the first hours of the rescue attempt? What personal 

protective equipment was required to survive this hazard? 

 

4. Although the mine inspector could not verify the origin of the explosion, what two theories does he 

have about its cause? 

 

Think Critically: Did the mine inspector's report paint a vivid picture of the explosion's aftermath? What is 

your biggest takeaway from the reading? 
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