
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

March 18 

On March 18, 1932, convicted murderer Harry F. Powers, the 

"Bluebeard of Quiet Dell," was hanged at the West Virginia 

Penitentiary at Moundsville. 

 CSO: SS.8.3, SS.8.4, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Harrison County Circuit Court Records, State of West Virginia vs. Harry 

Powers, Ar1965) 

Document 1 

1. Did the judge award Harry Powers a new trial? 

 

2. What method of execution does the court suggest to carry out Powers's sentence? When was the 

execution to be completed? 

 

3. How can this document be used for historical research? 

 

Document 2 

4. In which county was Powers's trial held?  

 

5. Did Powers face a trial by jury? If so, what constitutional amendment would afford that right? 

 

6. Who was the signatory of this document? Was he representing the state of West Virginia or the 

defense? 

 

Think Critically: What is the job of a juror? What rules ensure the jury comes to a fair and correct verdict? 

Describe the role of the judicial branch and its role in our government. Do you think that executions carried 

out by the state are an appropriate deterrent to violent crime? Why or why not? What additional court 

documentation would you like to see to learn more about Harry Powers? 

 

 



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 


