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On March 18, 1932, convicted murderer Harry F. Powers, the

"Bluebeard of Quiet Dell,"" was hanged at the West Virginia
Penitentiary at Moundsville.

CSO: SS.8.3,SS.8.4, ELA8.1
Investigate the Document: (Harrison County Circuit Court Records, State of West Virginia vs. Harry
Powers, Arl1965)
Document 1
1. Did the judge award Harry Powers a new trial?

2. What method of execution does the court suggest to carry out Powers's sentence? When was the
execution to be completed?

3. How can this document be used for historical research?

Document 2
4. In which county was Powers's trial held?

5. Did Powers face a trial by jury? If so, what constitutional amendment would afford that right?

6. Who was the signatory of this document? Was he representing the state of West Virginia or the
defense?

Think Critically: What is the job of a juror? What rules ensure the jury comes to a fair and correct verdict?
Describe the role of the judicial branch and its role in our government. Do you think that executions carried
out by the state are an appropriate deterrent to violent crime? Why or why not? What additional court
documentation would you like to see to learn more about Harry Powers?
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State of West Virginise

vs. // Upon an Indictment for a Felony No. 10357
Harry F. Powers, alias Cornelius 0. Pierson.

This dey ceme again the Stete by her Prosecuting Attor-
ney as well as the defendent, Harry F. Powers, alias Cornelius O.
Pierson, in person, who was set to the ber of the Court in the
custody of the Sheriff and jailer of this County, and represented
by J. E. Law, his attorney; eand the motion of the defendant,
made @t & former dey of this court, to set aside the verdict
returned by the jury in this action on the 10th dey of December,
1931, end to grant him & new triel herein having becen ergucd by
counsel and considered by the Court is hereby overruled end said
new triel denied; +to which ruling and action of the Court in
overruling seid motion and refusing @& new trial herein the said
defendant duly excepted.

And it being demended of the said defendant if there
was anything he knew or hed to say why the sentence of the Court
should not be pronounced against him, and nothing being urged in
delay thereof, it is considered and ordered by the Court that he,
the said Herry F. Powers, alias Cornelius O. Pierson, be hung by
the neck until he is dead, and the execution of this judgment
to be done upon him, the said Herry F. Powers, ali&s Cornelius O.
Pierson, by the Werden of the penitentiary of this State at
Moundsville on Friday, the 18th day of March, in?the year ninetee
hundred and thirty-two; ’said execution to teke place within the
walls of seid penitentiary according to law.

The Clerk of this court is hereby directed to deliver
& copy of this order to W. B. Grimm, Sheriff and jeiler of this
County, who shall retain the custody of the said Harry F. Powers,
elias Cornelius 0. Pierson, until & properly eauthorized guard,
sent by the Werden of said penitentieary to receive him, shall
convey said défendant, Harry F. Powers, alias Cornelius 0. Pier-

son, to said penitentiary; and the Clerk shall also notify the
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Warden of said penitentiery of the conviction and sentence of the
sald defendant that he may &s soon as practicable be removed &nd
safely conveyed to said institution there‘to be kept in the menner
provided by law until the said 18th day of March, 1932, when the
execution of the judgment aforesaid shell be done upon him, the
said Herry F. Powers, aliess Cornelius 0. Pierson.

And the sesid defendent expressing & desire to apply for
a writ of error and supersedcas to the judgment aforesaid, it is
ordered that the execution thereof be, and the same is hereby
suspended until the first dey of the March Term, 1932 of this
court, to enable the said defendant to maeke such &application.
eand the said defendant hath leave to prepere, tender and have his
bill or bills of exception signed, sealed and mede part of the
record herein within sixty (60) deys from the adjournment of the
present term of court.

Thereupon the said defendant was remanded to jail in

the custody of the Sheriff and jailer of this County.
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STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA )
( TO-WIT:
COUNTY OF HARRISON )

”)
IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SAID COUNTY, (ZQQEiZE]éiﬁL TERM,
lgé l.

The Grand Jurors of the State of West Virginia,
in and for the body of the County of Harrison, and now
attending the said Criminal Court, upon their oaths

present that]ﬁ/n«é{ af:%-un/ﬂ' alus Coriialivg O hisomi;

on the day of , 192/, in the said County

of Harrison, feloniously, willfully, maliciously, delib-

erately and unlawfully did slay, kill and murder one
/677#%1? akoLLAm/ &(24¢V/CL :

against the peace and dignity of the State.

Found upon the testimony of (p/f Auwet worZ

duly sworn in open court to testify the truth and sent

before the Grand Jury, this the /O% day of Novssbes ,

193/ .

D s e

Prosecuting Attorney."




WV ST .
A &H West Virginia Archives and History

' " . /
AAAA__ M“ 7 e ~// «rL/ .,f%%/&, 1/(
/ W// 7 u/w )y, 4{,(41/ :’ﬂxz ¥
v

\,

e é\/{(//d‘:/f/
J/,//w(// e /
/ S LAY D > /
/ 7V A '/zv e D77 LA L
Vs
V 1 ,/,/'/4—//' f/ ot . /A Toop A L
TET A A AT ,4>;£/>

Tl oy K "f"'//;s §7

A
1
b
!
\
\
\
\
\\\
\

e 4 8

>
A Aa/y/};'
15 sl
Auoted B I04)
oN 1 oTpul)
LTUTIITA 9S8 J0 91838

7
Pt o
NI V

soum

) |
S S E &
i )
g ,§ ;
;
5 ¢

L € 7] N que

UBUBIOT

P2



\WAY

H West Virginia Archives and History

PUBLISHED ' BY {Pl'ice 25#

LEIGHTON D. DAVIES ano A .H.GROW
PARKERSBURG, W.VA.




West Virginia Archives and History

] POWERS WITH OFFICERS
REVIEWING SCENE OF

C.A.DUCKWORTH
DET. C.D.SOUTHERN-LEFT- |

POWERS
WITH OFFICERS
LOOKING INTO WELL

COPIES OF THIS SONG
OBTAINABLE AT

DAVIES STUDIO
807 MARKET ST.
PARKERSBURG, W.VA
OR
NEAREST DEALER



