
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

March 25 

Harry Brawley, Charleston historian and the first executive director of 

the West Virginia Educational Broadcasting Authority, died on March 

25, 1992. 

 CSO: SS.8.25, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (WPBY Collection, AR-1918acc) 

Document 1 

1. Which of Harry Brawley's accomplishments do you find most noteworthy? 

 

2. Where did Brawley serve as the First Executive Secretary?  

 

Document 2 

3. This selection from Harry Brawley's book, Twenty Years on An Oasis in The Vast Wasteland, is from 

his tenure at WCHS during the early-1960s; what does Brawley believe Kennedy accomplished 

during the "great debate?" Did his prophecy come true during the 1960 election? 

 

4. What did Senator Kennedy do on the night of the primary election after winning in West Virginia? 

 

5. Does this selection from Brawley's book lend any insight into Kennedy’s or Brawley's personality? 

Do you find value in this source? 

 

Think Critically: What is the importance of educational broadcasts? Using only the information provided on 

Brawley's life, describe how he was able to make a difference in West Virginia and the Kanawha Valley? 

What was he vital to establishing in the area?  

 

 



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 


