
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

April 5 

Noted educator Booker T. Washington, who spent his childhood years in 

Malden, was born on April 5, 1856. 

 CSO: SS.8.23, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Up from Slavery, Booker T. Washington, B W317) 

    1. Who is this story about? Tell about him or her. 

 

    2. Was Mrs. Ruffner supportive of getting an education? 

 

    3. Where did the author sleep, in order to save wages to make it to Hampton? 

 

Think Critically: Describe how you think the author feels in the beginning of the story. Describe their 

feelings at the end of the story. Explain the main idea of the story by retelling it in your own words. If you 

could have a conversation with the author, what would you ask? What struggles do you think African 

Americans endured to obtain an education during the late-1800s? 

 

 



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 


