
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

April 19 

Arthur Ingram Boreman, the first governor of West Virginia, died on 

April 19, 1896. 

 
CSO: SS.8.22, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Arthur I. Boreman, Session of 1866, Wheeling; Inaugural Address, Gov. 

Boreman, June 20, 1863; Proclamation, Gov. Boreman, Memorial Day for Lincoln, 1865, Ar1723:339) 

    1. How does Governor Boreman describe the sentiment of people in the South during Reconstruction?  

 

    2. Did Boreman believe those that were directly involved with the rebellion should be allowed back into 

the House as a representative of their state?  

 

    3. What portion of West Virginia was the last to be civilly reorganized after the war?  

 

    4. At the time of this speech, slavery had been recently abolished, but Boreman states that African 

Americans could not ___________ or _________________.  

 

    5. Did West Virginia owe a debt to Virginia? If so, why? When was the cutoff date for West Virginia's 

obligation of debts?  

 

Think Critically: What issues do you think West Virginia's first governor faced in its infancy, following the 

war? Would West Virginia and Virginia have eventually split without the Civil War? Explain. How would 

Reconstruction have been different under Lincoln? 

 

 



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 


