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ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY
APRIL 19

Arthur Ingram Boreman, the first governor of West Virginia, died on

April 19, 1896.

CS0:SS.8.22, ELA8.1
Investigate the Document: (Arthur I. Boreman, Session of 1866, Wheeling; Inaugural Address, Gov.
Boreman, June 20, 1863; Proclamation, Gov. Boreman, Memorial Day for Lincoln, 1865, Ar1723:339)
1. How does Governor Boreman describe the sentiment of people in the South during Reconstruction?

2. Did Boreman believe those that were directly involved with the rebellion should be allowed back into
the House as a representative of their state?

3. What portion of West Virginia was the last to be civilly reorganized after the war?

4. At the time of this speech, slavery had been recently abolished, but Boreman states that African
Americans could not or

5. Did West Virginia owe a debt to Virginia? If so, why? When was the cutoff date for West Virginia's
obligation of debts?

Think Critically: What issues do you think West Virginia's first governor faced in its infancy, following the
war? Would West Virginia and Virginia have eventually split without the Civil War? Explain. How would
Reconstruction have been different under Lincoln?




q g H West Virginia Archives and History

3 ey <
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STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, ?
ExEcuTIVE DEPARTMENT, -
WHEELING, Jan. 16, ]_Sn,‘;(i.J
Gentlemen of the Senat N
and House of Delegales :

e favorable auspices than any
Since the adjournment of the
, to a close 11_\' the
ion of the Rebellion.

pital, and the flight of

You have assembled under
}\nw;(‘*xlin‘: legislature of our S 3,
last legislature, the War has been broug
triumph of the National arms and the suj
The evacuation of the pretended Rebel C(aj
the chief conspirators, was followed by the surrender and disband-
ing of their armies, and by the acknowledgment of the National
authority everywhere throughout the entire land. It is a matter
of congratulation among ourselves, as of profound gratitude to
Almighty God, that thr

His blessing the War has thus been

brought to a successful and happy termination.

RECONSTRUCTION IN THE SOUTH.

I the rebel States has progressed as
rapidly as, under the circumstances, could have been desired, and
certainly more rapidly than was at first expected. Inmostof them,
civil organization has been in a measure restored; the dangerous
and unwarranted doctrine of secession has been abandoned; the
debts created in support of the Rebellion have been repu-
diated ; and the abolishment of Slavery has been recognized either
by separate state action or by the ratification of the Amendment
to the Constitution of the United States.

But while this much has been done, and it may be that the
people of the South generally recognize and accept the fact that
the Rebellion is ended, and do not commit open violence, vet there
are frequent manifestations of a spirit of discontent and bitterness,
and, at times, of disloyalty, which are subject to serious cbjection,
and tend very much to delay the full and complete return of those
States to their original position and standing in the Union. Many
of these States have elected senators and representatives to
Congress. Some of them will, and perhaps should, be allowed
representation soon, while to others it will very properly be denied
for a time. Certainly no one should be admitted as a member of
either House who has voluntarily participated in the Rebellion.

It has seémed to me that too great anxiety is manifested on the
part of those who actively engaged in the Rebellion to repossess
themselves of place and power. They are too impatient under the
safeguards that it has been deemed necessary to adopt for the
protection and preservation of the Government. They were
engaged four long years, with all the means they could command,

The process of reorganizing
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eld for a judge of the Ninth
of the county of Green-

e votes for that
From some
ial returns of the
cuit, and therefore cannot
votes, but sam inclined to
well known to me, how-
1 for ime previous,
he held the influen T ernor in the rebel
government of Virg e he cannot take the oath of
office prescribed by our law. [ have, on this account, taken the
responsibility of 1i i a commission to him for the
ich he claims to have been

At the same time
Judicial Circuit, and Samuel Price,
brie he received a majority of ti
Of{‘lr\}, and is theref ‘:Hll\'lwl t
cause unknown to me, I have not received the offic
election from all the counties in the ci
tell who receive e greatest number ¢
think that Mr. I
ever, that at the
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commission.

has so recently been engaged in efforts to destroy the State and to
overthrow the Government of the United States.

BAD FAITH OF RETURNED REBELS.

As intimated, the results of t}
teachings of leading and intell
ged in the rebellion, and wl

ese elections are due mainly to the
t men who have been actively
10 were well aware of the ineligi-
They taught that the oath
ember 16, 1863, would not be
1ts in the Rebellion would be
r might be
elections were
the law of February 25,
voters was uncongtitu-
garded. They thus,
» category, or in sym-
s and inspectors of
sworn, and, per-
to exact of voters the test
 had been challenged as the
law prescribes. T consequence 1at at many of the voting
places the election was conducted wholly in disregard of the laws
of the State, and persons were e cted who cannot qualify. And
now new elections must be held, or the oath of office amended so
that it may be taken by those who have been elected.

eng
bili
ol ofiice 1"““’I'A1>4u
exacted, and that
allowed to execute
elected. They advised f
not required to take said
1865, pr t

ibing an oath for
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IS OF LOYALTY.

IFORCEMENT

OF OAT

being restored, I entertained

After the war ended and peace we
the hope rould be able at tt ssion of the L lature to
recommend the modification of the more stringent laws in regard
to the election and qualification of officers; but after what has
transpired at the first and only election held since the close of the
war in the localities where <‘l:sl(«_\'u‘ll'\' had most yl‘«:\';\”wl. [ cannot
make such recommendation. On the contrary I now think it the
duty of the Legislature to so amend these laws that their execution
may the more certainly be secured. And to this end I recommend,
1st, that you provide f istry of voters as authorized by the
12; 2d, that youn declare distinctly that all
t
N
)

Constitution, Artiii, Se

officers of election shall take the oath of office, prescribed by the
act of November 16, 1863, and, if they fail to do so at any place of
voting, that the vote where such ire occurs shall be void and
shall not be counted ; 8d, that you require all the county and the
principal township officers to qualify before the cirenit court of
the county, or the judge thereof in vacation. These amendments,
it seems to me, will insure the purity of elections and the due and
proper enforcement of the laws. Andin order that there may be
no failure in the administration of the laws where a person is
elected who cannot qualify, and, at the same time, frequent elec-
tions may be avoided, it may be proper to amend the law so that
vacancies may be filled until the succeeding annual election, i stead
of holding special elections as now provided by law ; and that the
vacancies in the principal township offices may be filled, as many
county offices now are, by the circuit court, or the judge in vaca-
tion.
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tlw case, 1h»~\' cannot enforce any contract they may make. They
»an neither buy nor sell with safety to themselves, unless the trans-
:\rlmn is completed at the moment—for they cannot enforce the
Thus you have a number of the population of

contract by suit
:
business and must necessarily be-

the State who can e ge in no
come drones in society. It may be said that if they are not satis-
fied with our laws t]uy can leave the State. But those that own
property cannot sell 1t even for tl : as by this law they
are not '(llw\\ ed to enforce their contr: I recommend that this
act be at least so modified as not to Aan.\' to any transaction since

the end of the war.

AUDITOR'S REPORT.

The condition of the Finances will appear from the Reports of the
Auditor and Tre r to be as follows:

Balance remaining in the Treasury, Janunary 1, 1865, §

Receipts from all other sources during the fiscal year

ending Dec

the year en ding Dec. 3

Total re

Disbursem

Balance in Treasury Janua
Deduct amount belon
ject to appropriation for any other purpe

ol Funds not sub-

Balance in Treas'y for general purposes, «
Estimated recei r current year,.--

)

ta ¢

I
1

Estimated total receipts,----coaooccwaoocaoacoao
Ordinary expenses for current year,----——-—--oo-- Jt'(l\'

Amount subject to extraordinary appropriation by
the Tiegislature, 2o oo oo oo oot S i ..
It will be seen that the >d the ordinary ex-

penses of the State go £ than

estime

gove current year at less
one-half of what they were in l\u . In this, I have no doubt, he
i< correct ; and it may be ‘accounte mainly from the fact that
the war having ended, many -.‘uml‘,tml1\'w_’.' heavy ¢ t
were necessarily incurred during its continuance are no longer
xmluirwl Nor do I think that the Auditor has over-estimated the
receipts into the Treasury for current year. Indeed I am
inclined to think the amount will exceed that reported by him.
During the war revenue was collected from only about one-half the
counties in the State. This year it will 1 l :d from all ; and
it seems to me that, if his estimate i t too low, it may
certainly be relied npun as a safe one.

nses tha

TAXES ON DELINQUE

I invite your attention to the many valuable sugg sstions accom-

1&1|\|1m the Auditor's report, only two or three of which I shall
notice \lw‘u\\“\"

It is apparent that some amendment is needed to the law pre-
“(Il])l“" the moc l( (’1 ‘*Ah“lll“” [IH‘ pay ment of taxes on I\<ll estate
s it now stands the payment of taxes on unimproved lands be-
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I
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I t17 led ]
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I endorse the suggestion of the Auditor that the law of the
last session changing the fiscal year should be repealed. Here-
tofore the fi year ended on \'v,’ 30th S ‘
this law it to corr li.w alendar year. The
Constitution provides that shall meet on the third
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and restore the fiscal year as it was before the change was made.
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deemed indispensible, I commend the one here proposed as worthy
of your consideration.
REPORT OF QUARTERMASTER GENERAL.

The Quartermaster Gener: \1 s report shows the transactions of his
office. In addition to his regular duties I have committed to this
officer the responsibility of paying the companies of State Scouts
and Guards that have bec ized from time to time during the
war for the protection of the border: and it may be seen from his
hat he has paid out for this purpose, since the organization
of the sum of $21 3 42, It will also be seen that in
pursuance of an act passe bruary 27, 1865, and by my direc-
tion, he has paid to the militia of Upshur county, who were cap-
tured and carried off to Southern prisons in 1863, the sum of
26,950 8: ese sums added make an aggregate of $220, 27
which 1 en expended as a matt ty in the efforts to
protect the loyal people in the border counties. The State troops
who were thus paid, supplied the places of an equal number of
United States troops, who otherwise would have been required for
the same service, and, therefore, in my judgment, the mum'_\' 80
paid out constitutes just (lxvm against the government of the

Jnited . I have caused the evidence of tlu 2 payments to be
prepared in proper and conveni vwl form; and as it is expected that
application will be made to Congress for the re imbursement of
claims of this character, I recommend that, if, after due investiga-
tion, you concur with me, you adopt reso lutions setting forth the
justice of the claim and requesting Congress to provide for its
payment.

Report t
State, the

29

I Ol necess

3

MILITIA CLAIMS.

The Board of Claims, consisting of the Auditor, A\dJmth neral
Aml Quartermaster General, constisuted by an act passed February
25, 1865, have n x wde their report, which is herewith communic ated.
IL m 1y be seen that the Board have ILI»OH(‘\I in favor of the justice
of « 18 amounting in the ¢ te to $148,399 99, all of which
have grown out of the military tions within the State during
the we The report is submitted for your consideration. If you
shall be of the opinion that these claims should be paid, provision
should be made therefor.

FREE

HOOLS.

The report of the State Superintendent of Free Schools will be
found among the documents herewith communicated. Its comple-
tion was unavoidably delayed to so late an hour that I have had
little time its examination. Allow me, however, to call your
attention to that part of the report in which the nece for
normal schools is discus The want of Lomlntvnt te rs is
seriously felt throughout the State, and is one of the «fxmtml diffi-
culties in the of putting into successful operation our free school
system, uml indeed of keeping up primary schools of any character
w lmh sver. Normal schools may be made the means of relievi _f us
of this diffic ulty by affording special faci ilities to those who desire to
teach of preparing themselves for the arduous and important dutu 8
ot their vocation. Without referring further to this report, I in-

11

voke the fostering care of 110 Legislature over that of which it
treats, and which may be made the great power for the elevation
of the ma s—the free schools of our Stat

IMMIGRATION.

The report of t he Commissioner of Immigration is herewith trans-
mitted. It is an able and interesting document, and discusses most
thoroughly the subject of immi jon and the great benefit that
must r Inliw-.\i.w:xlw:u proper encourage sment. It also

contains important s y h I trust will be duly consid-
mml and responded to lr\ the Legislature. We cannot lmlvc for the
‘h\e'n]rlm'm of the resources and capacities of our \l.m: until we
secure the influx of additional population and m]m al. This can be
accomplished by maki known through i gent and energetic
agents the inducer , and by giving
surances of a fair return for la xpended. If we
fai proper action, immigrant l\' aml go to
states that have adopted a more lit

The office of the Cc @ COmMpenst mun.
he case under ill n £ I m-h. The com-
bent of the offi ¢ done all that he could do with the
e immigration into our State,
{ t r the foundation
conded by the Legis-
It may \w seen from

but he has ln en able to do 1
for future action; and ur 1
lature, what he has <IHHL may go
his report that he
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should not only provide
should make such
effective for the purpos
m-_l 1er,

o

3 an 1 Hi;;x.mhns, but
as will make the office
should abolish it alto-

T PARIS.

In connection witl ) it is proper that I should men-
tion the Universal Exhibition to be l'rlw'lu:I («L Paris, France, in
April, 1867, which is ref red to at considerable length in the re-
port of the Commissioner. This St m\.tvwl to participate in
that Exhibition, and it is urged tl » mineral, agricultural,
manufac Luvm, and other productions u[ West Virginia, were placed
in the hands of a proper representative for exhibition on that occa-
sion, this would tend to promote immigration to the State. I sub-

nit the matter for your cons

HOSPITAL F

The report of the Directors of the Hospital for the Insane, at
Weston, with the accompanying documents, is herewith submitted.
It will be seen that the s rtion of the building that is
finished the reception of is crowded to its utmost
capacity, and that numerous appli for admission have been
rejecte The gr number of the afflicted class of community,
for whose relief this institution was intended and who are excluded
from its benefits for want of su ent accommodations, are not only
entitled to our sympathy, but demand at our hands the completion




