
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

April 28 

On April 28, 1924, 119 miners were killed in an explosion at the 

Benwood mine of the Wheeling Steel Corporation. 

 
CSO: SS.8.9, SS.8.24, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Report, Benwood Explosion, Ar1533) 

    1. According to the report, what was the likely culprit of the explosion in the Benwood mine? 

 

    2. The explosion caused what kind of collateral damage made rescue and exploration difficult? 

 

    3. According to the report, the first two men that rescuers discovered would have likely survived had they 

had what life-saving apparatus on their person? 

 

Think Critically: How does the Benwood mine explosion compare to others you have read about in West 

Virginia’s history?  How would you improve mine safety if you were given unlimited control to coal mining 

legislation? 

 

 

Body of victim being removed from air shaft, Benwood Mine Disaster 

 



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

 


