
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

April 29 

On April 29, 1863, Confederate troops under General William Jones 

captured the town of Fairmont. 

 
CSO: SS.8.22, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Letter, F. W. Cunningham to Francis P. Pierpont, regarding parole status 

of Union militia captured at the Battle of Fairmont; Bible, Francis Pierpont; Muster Card, Theo. 

Coffman) 

    1. On April 29, 1863, Confederate General William “Grumble” Jones attacked the town of Fairmont, 

capturing ____ Union militiamen before paroling them under what condition(s)? What did Jones say 

would be the consequences for violating their parole? (Use the text to cite his words.) 

 

    2. What was Governor Pierpont’s stance on the parole given by Jones to the Union militia at Fairmont?  

 

    3. Although anxious, Captain William Hall ordered his men to take up arms due to what he felt were 

indirect orders from whom? How did his men feel about this response? 

 

Think Critically: William “Grumble” Jones captured Fairmont during the month-long Jones-Imboden Raid, 

which had what three primary objectives? How did the capture of Fairmont fit into this plan?  

 

 

 

Undated photograph of Fairmont, showing suspension bridge 

 



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 


