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County Court records being put in courthouse at Parsons, 1893

On August 1, 1893, in the midst of controversy over the removal of the
county seat of Tucker County from St. George to Parsons, a large group

of men forcibly moved the county court records to Parsons.

€30:55.8.2
Investigate the Document: (Hamilton et al vs. Tucker County Court et al, West Virginia Report,
Volume 38)

1. According to the document, when can a special session of a county court be legally held?
2. On what date was the election held to determine the county seat? Which two communities were on the

ballot? Which was elected?

Think Critically: Why were “county seat wars” a common occurrence during the 19" century? What
benefits would a community gain by being chosen as one?
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Sept. 1893 HaminroN 2. County COURT. 71
SEPTFTEMBER FERNM.
CHARLES TOWAN.

HaxrinroN et al. v. Tucker Counrty Courtr et al.
Submitted September 7, 1893.—Decided September 12, 1893.

1. COUNTY-SEAT — RE-LOCATION — COoUNTY COURT — ENTRY ON REcC-

ORD Booxk.

Under section 15, c¢. 39, Code 1891, when an election upon the
re-location of a county-seat has been held, and the County Court
has ascertained and declared its result and entered upon its rec-
ord-book the fact, that three fifths of the votes cast were for re-
location at a particular place, that place becomes by operation of
law from the date of such declaration the county-seat of the
county.

2. CounTy COURT—NOTICE—SPECIAL SESSION.

A special session of a county court can be held legally only
after a notice of the time of the session, and notice of the purposes
for which it is to be held having been posted by the clerk at the
front door of the court-house at least two days before the session.

3. CounTy COURT—NOTICE—SPECIAL SESSION.

To give such special session jurisdiction in-any matter, it must
appear upon its record-book that such notice was so posted,
and also it must appear from such entry in said record-book what
were the particular purposes for which the special session was
held, as stated and specified in such notice.

4. CouNTY COURT—NOTICE—SPECIAL SESSION.

If such entry as is above described is not entered in such record-
book of such special session, everything, which may be done at the
sSpecial session, must be held to be an absolute nullity.

CouNTY SEAT—RE-LLOCATIONXN.

Citizens and taxpayers of a county have such an interest in the
matter of the re-location of a county-seat, that they may inter-
pose in proceedings in such matter an maintain appropriate
legal process touching it.

J. P. Scorr, A. J. VaLeNTINE. C. O. STREIBY, and Day-
& Davyron, for petitioners. g = —
38 W. Va. 71.
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L. S. AnviL, A. B. Parsons, and J. Hop. Woobs, for

respondents.
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