
 

 

 

    

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

August 12 

 

On August 12, 1968, the federal trial of former Governor William Wallace 

Barron and five other men, charged with conspiracy to engage in bribery in 

connection with state government contracts, began in Charleston. 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 
CSO: SS.8.25 

Investigate the Document: (Ar1556, William W. Barron Papers, 1945 – 1970, Inaugural Address, 1961) 

 

1. In Governor Baron’s inaugural address, he states that the employment of men in the coal mines had 

dropped from _____ to ______ in the past decade. 

 

2. What does Governor Baron allude to as the reason for the lost coal jobs? 

 

3. The 1960 census indicated that West Virginia had lost ____% of its population since 1950. 

 

Think Critically: What is bribery? What eventually happened with the charges against Governor Barron? 



 

  



  



 

 


