
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

September 4 

Miners turning in their weapons following the Battle of Blair Mountain 

The Battle of Blair Mountain, the culmination of the largest armed 

insurrection in the United States since the Civil War, ended on 

September 4, 1921. 

 
CSO: SS.8.24 

Investigate the Document: (William Blizzard Collection, Ms97-24) 

 

1. The correspondence specifically states that $600.00 from the local burial fund was to be used to 

purchase what? 

 

2. Using the correspondence as a guide, what role did Harold W. Houston serve during the West 

Virginia Mine Wars? 

 

3. After reading over the Labor Contract, a.k.a. “Yellow Dog Contract,” how would you define its 

purpose? 

 

Think Critically: The Battle of Blair Mountain was a pyrrhic victory for the coal companies who were 

trying to prevent the southern coalfields from being unionized. Why was it a such a setback to the unions in 

the short-term? When did their fortunes begin to turn? 

 

 



 

 

  



 


