
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

September 13 

 

On September 13, 1974, Kanawha County schools were closed in the 

wake of violence in the county's textbook controversy. 

 

CSO: SS.8.25 

Investigate the Document: (Sc93-3, Sc2002-053) 

1. According to the “Genealogy of Textbook Controversy” chart, which two groups were in favor of the 

textbooks? Which four groups were against them? 

 

2. After reading Alice Moore’s re-election ad, can you conclude whether she was for or against the 

textbooks? Explain.  

 

Think Critically: The Kanawha County Textbook Controversy stemmed from differing viewpoints on 

content as well as educational value versus ideological beliefs. After the controversy ended, a network of 

these type of schools started to spring up around the state, intended to teach “conservative” principles instead 

of those that surrounded the controversy. 

 

 



 

 

  



 


