
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

September 14 

Union General Jesse Lee Reno, the highest-ranking Federal officer from 

present-day West Virginia in the Civil War, was killed in action on 

September 14, 1862, at the Battle of South Mountain.  

 
CSO: SS.8.22 

Investigate the Document: (Harpers Weekly, October 4, 1862) 

1. What famous Confederate general was among Jesse Reno’s graduating class at West Point in 1845? 

 

2. This unusual facial hairstyle, originally known as burnsides, got its namesake from this Union 

General, to whom Reno was ordered to report in Annapolis, Maryland in 1861. 

 

Think Critically: The bloodiest single-day battle in American history coincided with the Battle of South 

Mountain three days later near Sharpsburg, Maryland. What was the name of this battle? The result of the 

battle also allowed for President Lincoln to issue this well-known public statement. (Hint: "That on the first 

day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, all persons held as slaves 

within any State or designated part of a State, the people whereof shall then be in rebellion against the United 

States, shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free.”) 

 

 



 

 


