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ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY
SEPTEMBER 22

Long Sentence:
For Counterfeiters

On September 22, 1911, jail sentences for a gang of counterfeiters from

Mercer County were announced in a federal court sitting in Huntington.

CS0O: SS.8.7
Investigate the Document: (Huntington Herald-Dispatch, September 23, 1911)
1. What was the name of the “gray-haired woman” who was the only one to escape a prison sentence?

2. “Little Jim Leonard” was only years old but was described as “shrewd” and sentenced to two
years at the National Training School for Boys in Washington.

Think Critically: How can counterfeiting operations influence West Virginia’s economic conditions and
what could be the effects on its citizens? Does it devalue currency? Does it impact crime levels?
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I'he government found it very easy
to secure convictions against those
moembers of the alleged gang that bad
entered plas of not guilty to the in-
dictments found against them. The
trials were taken up vesterday morn-
ing at the opening of the court and
In every case the jury quickly return-
ed a verdict of guilty.
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John Cooper Leonard, soft of eye,
unshingled and quiet spoken, was giv-
en the same sentence as his brother
Jim—two years In the National Train-
ing Rchool. :

All of these out of one little country
community In Merger county, sent to
prison bécause they took Into their
midst a hardened criminal who led
them on and on until the gates of the
penitentiary swung open before them.
There's something pitiful about the
weakness of human nature and the
fact couldn’t well be more clearly
shown than here,

When the case of Mrs. Isabelle
lLoomrd was called, Judge Ritz ad.
dressed the court in regard to her. A
little bit of & woman, gray haired and
lonely, she sat through it all, a pa-
thetie figure. The district attorney
said that circumstances surrounding
her particular case, called for the
lenleney of the court and that the gov-
ernment did not feel llke golng fur-
ther Into the prosecution of her. He
sald she had unquestionably tried to
ralse her children right, from all he
ecould learn, and that she had been
dragged Into this affair through those
children who had disregarded her
teachings. After Judge Ritz had clos-
ed. each count on which Mra. Leon:
ard had been indicated was nollled by
Judege Keller. 5
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