
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

September 23 

On September 23, 1938, the Mingo Oak, estimated to date before the 

arrival of Christopher Columbus in the Americas, was cut down.  

 

CSO: SS.8.11 

Investigate the Document: (William Gustavus Conley (1866-1940) Papers, 1929-1933, AR-1735) 

1. The Mingo Oak, renowned for once being the largest of its kind in the world, pre-dated the arrival of 

Christopher Columbus to the New World. What kind of tree was it? In which county was it found?  

 

2. In Emmett Keadle’s correspondence, he suggested that the tree be under the control of this 

commission. 

 

Think Critically: Using what you know about the industry in Mingo County, the Mingo Oak succumbed to 

its fate after exposure from a burning refuse pile, relating to this industry. Have industrial and technological 

advances played an adverse on the environment in West Virginia? Why or why not?  

 

 



 

 

  



 


