
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

October 5 

The second Virginia constitutional convention opened in Richmond on 

October 5, 1829. 

 CSO: SS.8.2, SS.8.21, SS.8.22, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Ms79-1.23-162) 

1. The letter suggest that the people would be satisfied if the representation in the Lower House was 

based on ______________ and the Senate on ________________. 

 

2. N.B. Madera states in his letter that the majority of the county was against him (Charles S. Morgan) 

based on what? 

 

Think Critically: As the population continued to rise in western Virginia, it became obvious that the original 

1776 state constitution needed to be revised. Can you infer from the letter, what was the western counties 

chief grievance? Why would the western counties not want slaves counted for representation? Does this strife 

between eastern and western Virginia at the 1829-1830 Virginia Constitutional Convention foreshadow the 

state’s future? 

 

 



 

 

 


