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Former United States senator Chapman Revercomb died on October 6,
1979.
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Investigate the Document: (Charleston Gazette-Mail, October 7, 1979)
1. In 1942, Senator Chapman Revercomb pulled off one of the most memorable upsets in the state’s
history by defeating , Who was the current governor of West Virginia.

2. Chapman lost in his 1958 re-election bid to this Democrat who would remarkably fill the position
until his death in 2010.

Think Critically: Chapman Revercomb was the last Republican to represent West Virginia in the Senate
(1956-59) until Shelley Moore Capito in 2014. Why do you think West Virginia has shifted from a Blue
State to a Red State within the past twenty years? Why have Democrats been able to tread water in state and
local elections in West Virginia, but have not been successful in regaining West Virginia, nationally?

Cite YOUR elected officials at the national, state and local levels. What political party are

they? https://www.commoncause.org/find-your-representative/addr/



https://www.commoncause.org/find-your-representative/addr/
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Ex-Senator

Revercomb

Dead at 84
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Chapman

day in Kanawha Valley Memorial Hos-
pital at the age of 84, could have played
United States senator roles in the mov-
ies if be had not been coe in real life.

He was five times the Senate nomi-
nee of badly cutoumbered West Virgin-
ia Refublicans. He - :
was elected to the
Senate twice — in
1942, in one of the

campaige.

peal of the sales tax on food, a proposal
that was not to succeed until 19 years
later, when it a Demo-
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Ex-Senator Revercomb

The next two years were Rever-
comb's last hurrah in Washingtoo. Ruo-
ning for re-election in 1958, be jost to
Democrat Robert C. Byrd in the elec-
tion that first put the subsequent major-
ity leader ia the Senate.

Back in Charleston, Revercomb
turned his attention to siate office.
Once before, as a young lawyer in 1936,
be had run for the GOP nomination for
governor, but finished third in 2 five-
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and 7 10 9 pm Mooday at Wilson Pu-
neral Home.

Revercomb had been in failing beailth
for several years. He gave up law prac-
tice after 2 1968 affected his




