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On October 13, 1863, Union troops under Captain William H. Mattingly
defeated a Confederate force led by Colonel William L. Jackson at the

Battle of Bulltown.

CS0:SS.8.22, ELA8.1
Investigate the Document: (Official Records Series I, Volume 29, Part 1, p. 481; Weston Democrat
April 22, 1927)
1. How many men does Captain Mattingly estimate took part in Colonel William Jackson’s early
morning attack?

2. What was Mattingly’s response to the Confederate call for surrender?

3. What highly unusual pet did the Union troops have in their possession that the Confederates attempt
to capture?

4. How does Thomas Bland describe Captain Mattingly’s wound? Did he succumb to this wound during
the skirmish at Bulltown?

Think Critically: Why was the fort at Bulltown of strategic importance to the Confederate Army? What is
the legacy of the battle?
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Transcribed from Original Notes by Roy B. Cook

!t.lefield. He was a great and loud-
jmouthed Southerner, .especially when
|drinking, and while the fight was go-
{ing on, he hurrahed for Jeff Davis,
‘and a_soldier shot him in the back
|between the hips, and I dressed his
{wound and he recovered, and became
| more careful in his cheering, although
+he lost -an_eye by being “gouged” by
a soldier in a fight afterwards.

| As the firing continued and reports
came in of fighting still going on,
and how a Confederate on a white

Camden, M. D.

(C;)ntinued from Last Week)

The Battle of ‘Bulltown
The Battle of Bulltown took place
near the Bulltown  Salt Works, on
the Little Kanawha River, in Brax-
ton county, on October 13, 1863. The

“Confederate forces, under Gen. 'W.

Jackson (“Mudwall”, to distinguish
him from  his (llustrious relative,
“Stonewall”), Col.. W. P. Thompson
of Parkersburg, and others, attacked
the Federal forces under Capt. W. .
Mattingly, also of Parkersburg. The
word came to Weston by runners sent
for aid, and relief for Mattingly’s
forces, and it turned out, the Federal
Surgeon, Dr. Safford, of Parkersburg
was on a leave of absence and there
was no Surgeon there, I was urged
by the Federal authorities at Weston
to go to the battlefield and care for
the wounded. I got Frank M. Chal-
fant, a noted druggist and Union
man to accompany me, knowing that
it would be a dangerous trip, as hoth
forces had their scouts out and we
had to go 27 miles on horseback, with
medicines and instruments.

We started-and got to the battle-
field afternoon. The Confederates
were retreating after fighting two
days, and making many sorties .to
capture the Federals who were in a
kind of breast works, composed of
brush and fence on the hill north of
Bulltown. The Federals had also log
cabing near, which they occupied and
fought from. In one the soldiers had
a -pet bear, and the Confederates
knew of it, and tried several times to
capture the cabin and the bear, and
they told me it seemed. like a “Pris-
oner’s Base” frolic more than an ac-
ual fierce engagement. They never
g0t the bear.

Capt. Mattingly was wounded by a
arge musket ball, shot from across
‘he river at least a half mile away,
striking his leg and broke the thigh
sone. I cut the flattened ball out
vhere it was lodged just under the
ikin, and dressed the wound, and put
iis leg in a long board splint I made.
Che bone was shattered and pieces
ame out from time to time, and al-
¥ays gave him trouble and caused
ameness. I met him after the war

t his home in Parkersburg, and he

horse rode out on the road and emp-
|sexvices to him- and his men. The,tied his carbine at the Federals at
firing could be heard as the Federals | Salt Lick Bridge, who was _supposed
followed the retreating Confederates‘;t" have been Capt. John Sprigg, a
on towards Salt Lick Bridge, four or brave so}dwer who lived near Sutton,
five miles away, I believe, with no 3hd I did not know but they.wox_xld
Casiinltice. 5 |return, Chalfant and I thought it wise
After dressing Mattingly’s leg and 0T us to return hon.le, and we got
|the firing receded, I was taken down Nome safely. As I was urged to go
to: the Salt Works where Col. Mc-\m,"he battlefield by t}'m Federal Cap-
Laughlin’s home was, where I found 't3in of the Post at Weston, as there
three or four wounded Confederates|\Vas Do army surgeon there, Dr. Saf-
left there. One man was shot in the |ford ha\'mg come to Parkersburg, I
knee joint, just where the surgeons‘se,"t my bill to <the Department at
and surgery would say amputation of Washington, I think for $100, which
the leg was imperative, but as it \vas‘was very reasonable. They sent me
a “hot time” and firing going on, I $10, and I have al\va_\.'s thought some-
did not seem to have time for' ex- One doclored my bill and got the
tensive surgery, so I put his limb in|TeSt. Capt. Mattingly had heard. of
splints and trusted to nature for good | the transaction and when I met him
results, and I dressed the wounds of | i Parkersburg sometime afterwards,
others, which were not so serious, and ;hc “dd"f,i a““t,:,'" *‘10 R d
got away as soon as I could, and rath- I:N“t Week—The Witc! ler Raid an
er to my surprise all of these grave | Close of the-War)
injuries got so well that the wounded |
Confederate soldiers were brought |
through Weston as prisoners after- !
wards. {
And just here I want to add that|
I learned a valuable experience and |
lesson of the wonderful conservative
and healing power of nature, for I
fear if it had not been lively about

HASHNGTON LETR |

WASHINGTON, April 20.—Young

there, I might have done some seri-
ous cutting, but as I remarked, I
learned a conservative lésson in surg-
ery, which has aided me as well as
a patient or two, who were ready for
the operating table for amputation of
a leg, that was saved and had a good
limb, by my advice.

One Confederate soldier was shot
from a distance of nearly a half mile.
The femoral artery was cut and he
bled to death, and could have been
saved, if surgical aid had been given.
He was a young man named Ben
Schoonova, whose father lived on
Sand Fork. One of his sisters, a lit-
tle girl of six or eight years of age,
got ‘her arm crushed in a cane mill,
and I went there, sixteen miles from
Weston. I got there at midnight, and
amputated the arm by a tallow dip
candle, and without chloroform.: She
recovered nicely. I have often scen
the enclosed grave of Ben on the
hillside near the road. After dressing
the wounded, I was called to see
Moses Cunningham, a noted character
who_ lived within gunshot of the bat-

7as very grateful for my aid, and

America is inspecting the nation's
capital this week. eApproximately
fifty thousand high school seniors are
examining the machinery of the gov-
rrnment and taking a close-up of high
officials during the Easter vacation
period. Interest in government af-
fairs has increased to such an extent
that school” authorities recommend
the annual pilgrimage and allow pro-
per credits in school work. Unfor-
tunktely the handshaking activities of
President Coolidge have been restrict-
ed by his medical advisers, but the
voters of tomorrow frequently catch
a glimpse of the first citizen which
is. something to write home to the
folks.

Perhaps-it is the spring weather but
the holiday spirit prevails in the of-
ficial set. The gravity of the foreign
situation is not forgotten nor is it
unduly stressed. Dame rumor Holds
sway at each cabinet meeting and
reports are circulated to the effect
that wide differences of opinion have
developed among the President’s “of-
ficial family”. These tidings which

quickly find their way to the forexgn!
offices of world powers are promptly |
denied in official quarters. Quarrels |
within the cabinet room are seldom
revealed to the ‘world because of the
effect on our relations with ot

nations. It is said in well ihformed
circles” here that no action of major
importance is-taken without the con-

sent of the President who usually |
calls in his advisers. Whatever dis- |
sension develops is kept a family

secret. The first inside knowledge
comes from memoirs of former cabi-
net members who generally state|
their own view of the situation.for a!
price.

Just when everybody believed that
the farm legislation was out of the
way, the politician: breathe life into
the subject. Senator McNary, Re-|
publican, of Oregon, onc of the au-|
thors of the vetoed mecasure, begins
a tour of the country, ostensibly fo
ascertain the views of the farmers.
Some unfeeling. observers have classi-
fied the trip as a political scouting !
excursion. It is said that the scout
has been directed to confer with ac-|
‘tual farm operators instead of their}
self-constituted legislative spokes- |
men. i

In other words, those interested in |
farm relief want to know what the |
farmer needs from the government |
and not what some of thoir profes-
sional  exploiters  claim, Official !
Washington is fully acquainted with !
the varicties of farmer agents, the!
real soil tillers and those whose ac-
tivities have been deseribed in Con- |
gress as “plowing up and down Penn-
sylvania Avenue”, meaning the po-
litical paths of the capital. i
. If you have ever visited this city
the first eye-sore you noted was the |
unsightly appearance of the buildings |
around the Capitol. After years of |
talking, it appears that the original |
plans of George Washington and his |
associate, Major L’Enfant, the French
engineer, will be fulfilled. Appraisers
have been named for the condemna- |
tion of land required for the Federal
tuildings which will replace the shacks |
along the “Avenue of the Presidents”. |
Already appropriations have been |
made for the buildings, costing fifty |
millions in which to house govern- |
mental activities. i

Little attention is devoted to the!
3oft coal strike. However, the recent |
decision of the United States Supr(-mc!
Court against organized labor in the |
consiruction field has created wide- |
spread discussion here.  Opinion |
varies as to the effect on union ac-|
tivities but it is freely predicted that |
the subject will figure prominently |
in Congressional debate next winter.}
With a Presidential campaign in the |
offing, the question-of legislation andt
organized labor is of great import-
ance. The highest tribunal has rulcdl

against the boyco
goods. It will be
proposals for restri
is followed by dem:
ening the anti-trust
jects are dangerous
ties, and reports o
noted for their gene
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spatches came from White and Mosby, and that Mosby’s men were
king among themselves about a big raid. I send this for what it
worth.
C. R. LOWELL, Jr.,
Colonel, Second Massachusetts Cavalry.
Col. J. H. TAYLOR,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

OCTOBER 13, 1863, —Skirmish at Bulltown, W. Va.

Report of Capt. William H. Mattingly, Sixth West Virgina
Infaniry.

BurLrTOowN,

e October 13, 1863.
_ SIR : We were attacked this morning at 4.30 o’clock by Col. Will-
1am L. Jackson, with about 1,000 men and two pieces of artillery.
they charged our fortifications on the northeast side. We fell back
0 our main fortification. They pursued us until within a few yards
Of our fortifications when we poured it into them strong and repulsed

em handsomely, with a loss of not less than 50 killed and wounded.
ey then sent us a flag of true, ordering us to surrender. I told
They continued fighting until 4.30 o’clock
Qs evening, when they retreated. We gave them 9 of their killed,
Who were in our line.
e have taken 1 lieutenant and 1 private, who are badly wounded.
captured 2 privates, but they are not wounded. Our casualties
myself, wounded (it is thought mortally) in the thigh, the bone
g. adly broken, early in the action. You will send by all possi-
16 dispatch a surgeon ; send best that you can. Send re-enforce-
ments and ammunition.
. Rebels withdrew in the direction of Sutton. Prisoners say they
¥ere expecting General Jenkins to assist.
b WM. H. MATTINGLY,
Captain, Commanding United States Forces.
Col. N. WILKINSON,
i Brigade Commander, Clarksburg.

"TOBER 13, 1863.—Scout from Great Bridge, Va., to Indiantown, N. C.
of Lieut. Col. William Lewss, Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry.

> GREAT BRIDGE, VaA.,
October 13, 1863.
LIEUTENANT : Thave the honor to report the following as the result
8.2 Scout by Maj. C. Kleinz and his %a,ttalion, co-operating with a

Stachment of the N inety-sixth New York Volunteers commanded
¥ Colonel Cullen,

L20e infantry skirmished the woods thoroughly along the entire
Wte from Currituck Court-House to Captain Girandy’s guerrilla

31 R R—VOL XXIX, PT I s .




