
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

October 13 

On October 13, 1863, Union troops under Captain William H. Mattingly 

defeated a Confederate force led by Colonel William L. Jackson at the 

Battle of Bulltown. 

 
CSO: SS.8.22, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Official Records Series I, Volume 29, Part 1, p. 481; Weston Democrat 

April 22, 1927) 

1. How many men does Captain Mattingly estimate took part in Colonel William Jackson’s early 

morning attack? 

 

2. What was Mattingly’s response to the Confederate call for surrender? 

 

3. What highly unusual pet did the Union troops have in their possession that the Confederates attempt 

to capture? 

 

4. How does Thomas Bland describe Captain Mattingly’s wound? Did he succumb to this wound during 

the skirmish at Bulltown? 

 

Think Critically: Why was the fort at Bulltown of strategic importance to the Confederate Army? What is 

the legacy of the battle? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 


