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ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY
OCTOBER 14

Lincoln County native Chuck Yeager broke the sound barrier on
October 14, 1947.

CS0: SS.8.25, ELA8.1
Investigate the Document: (The Charleston Gazette, December 22/23, 1947)
1. The speed of sound is generally at what speed? It varies due to and

2. Chuck Yeager is world-renowned for being the first person to break the sound barrier, but he was also
joined by another West Virginian, from shortly after.

3. How many planes did Yeager shoot down during combat in the European Theater of World War 11?
What did he receive a Silver Star for?

Think Critically: Describe how a sonic boom occurs. How did Yeager’s groundbreaking achievement
change aviation? Did West Virginia make significant industrial contributions to the war effort as well? If so,

explain.
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