
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

October 18 

On the morning of October 18, 1859, United States Marines commanded 

by Lieutenant Colonel Robert E. Lee stormed the armory engine-house 

at Harpers Ferry, capturing John Brown and members of his raiding 

party who had barricaded themselves in the building. 

 CSO: SS.8.22, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Boyd Blynn Stutler Collection Ms78-1) 

1. What charges does John Brown explain he has been found guilty of in the letter to his wife? 

 

2. Does John Brown feel guilty for his actions at Harper’s Ferry?  

 

3. In John Brown’s postscript, he states that he has learned of his sentence; how was his sentence to be 

carried out? On what day?   

 

Think Critically: How did John Brown’s Raid at Harpers Ferry further intensify sectional tensions prior the 

Civil War? What was the goal of the raid? 

 

 

 

 

Storming of the armory engine-house at Harpers Ferry 

 



 

 

  



 


