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Noted educator Byrd Prillerman, one of the founders of West Virginia
Colored Institute, was born on October 19, 1859.

CS0: SS.8.25, ELA8.1
Investigate the Document: (Ms84-178)
1. What is Byrd Prillerman praising Governor Glasscock for showing interest in?

2. Prillerman notes that West Virginia was the only southern state to not enact what against African
Americans?

Think Critically: What was the status of school segregation in YOUR county in the Fall of 1954, following
Brown v. Board of Education? What were the differences between white schools and black schools? Were
they truly separate but equal? Can you think of another prominent African American educator besides
Prillerman during the early 20" century?




WV
A &H West Virginia Archives and History

THE WEST VIRGINIA COLORED INSTITC T

\ BYRD ERILLERMAS dasaiionng

FRUSILENT K OFVICK

INnsTiTuTE, WEST Vikania, AVRIL 16, 1912,

Governor Villiam E. Glasecock,
CharIeston, Vest Virginin,
Ny dcn{ Governor:=-

I cannot tell yourhow much I apprecinted ycur vioit to this
inetitution yeoterday. 1 am very oure that your pont practical
address yesterday cvening will be productive of rurh good fruit in
the lives of many of the young peeple vhe heard vou ae engerly. 1

apprecinte the great interest you have in the caunse of educntiion

in this State, ond ecgpecinlly do I oappreciate the irterest you have
shown in the education of my race. 1 thinx, anlao, that nejther the
colored people nor the white people fully nppreciste the wmnual
racinl conditions existing in this Stnte., Sua f=v na 1 have been abd
to obgerve, condjtions are better here thon in any olher stnte In

the Union. It is the only southern stnte in which npecinl Jegiolation
has not been enaoted ngainst the legro ard it is the only otate,noxii
or south, in which epccial legislation has becn enncted in his faver.

I especinlly appreciate what you sald 1rn rereyence ro tnMeTpHyEIcal

cnd moral development of the student, In this connectien I wilsh to

cull your attention to the fact that I thinx 1 induetrial werz heye

in proonbly the fineut cymasium cver ! ! 3 I v

not have you think I underrate Athletice; Wul J do think lhat ony
tnstitution for secondary education that Jeaves out tradning of the hand
is very deficient. 1 hope it nay be your pleancure to vie

this inetitution ecarly in the fall term, so as to help us vtart it out

ain thanking you for your greav interesnt in us and your
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sympathy for us, I en
Host respectfully yours,
s
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