
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

October 21 

William Gustavus Conley, who served as governor of West Virginia 

from 1929 to 1933, died on October 21, 1940. 

 

CSO: SS.8.8, SS.8.9, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (State Papers and Public Addresses of William C. Conley, Governor of 

West Virginia, Go 18. 1: 1929-1933) 

1. What are the three fossil-fuels mentioned in Governor Conley’s inaugural address about West 

Virginia’s great natural resource? 

 

2. The people of West Virginia voted thirty-five million dollars additional dollars for what purpose? 

 

3. How would you describe Governor Conley’s attentiveness to education in West Virginia? What does 

he state that every student in West Virginia has the right to? 

 

Think Critically: Can you draw parallels from Governor Conley’s inaugural address to present-day issues 

facing West Virginia? If so, explain. Which of the three topics that Governor Conley addressed in 1929 is the 

greatest issue facing West Virginia today? 

 

 

 



 

 

  



  



 

  



 

 


