
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

October 22 

The New River Gorge Bridge was dedicated on October 22, 1977. 

 
CSO: SS.8.8, SS.8.11, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Jennings Randolph Collection Ms2017-016) 

1. How high above the waters of the New River does the New River Gorge Bridge sit? 

 

2. As a result of the Appalachian Regional Development Act, how much money was invested in the 

Appalachian Highway system? 

 

3. According to the Federal Highway Administration, how many bridges nationwide were estimated to 

be deficient at the time of the New River Gorge dedication in 1977? 

 

Think Critically: How did the New River Gorge impact the social and economic well-being of West 

Virginia? What form of commerce arose from the New River Gorge’s location high-above the New River 

Gorge? What unique annual one-day festival takes place on the third Saturday in October at the New River 

Gorge Bridge? 

 

 

 

Construction of the New River Gorge Bridge 

 



 

 

  



 


