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TDA
PURE OIL P
ON CABIN CREEK

On October 26, 1923, an explosion at the Pure Oil Company plant at

Cabin Creek caused damage estimated at more than $100,000.

CS0:SS.8.9,SS.8.24, ELA8.1
Investigate the Document: (Charleston Gazette October 27, 1923)
1. How large was the blast radius?

2. Although an official investigation had not been completed, the article states that what was likely the
cause of the explosion?

Think Critically: Describe the change in industry that occurred during the 1920s. What was the state of
labor unions and work safety? The rise of this industry necessitated the need of oil plants, such as the one
that was in Cabin Creek. Why was the 1920s referred to as the “Roaring 20s?”
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" CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA, SATURDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 27,

Close-ups of the filter plant of the
Purs Oll company at Cabis Oresk
which was destroyed by an explosion
y " two i
the wpper right show fhe extent of
the blaw » the (anks, located
some  distance from the wrecked
bullding were covered with debrin
(hat waw earried in (s wake. In the
Jlower pleture s & panorama view of
the settloment, the white “X'W™ rep)
resenting the area affected by the
explosion,
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 OLPLANT BLAST
AT CABIN CREEK

Two Men Senously Injured |
. When Filter Plant is Razed'
by Explosion and Subsequent
Fires

ROCKS COUNTRYSIDE l
FOR MILES AROUND

Officials Announce Plans to!
Rebuild Wrecked Structure|
at Once; One Man Thrown|
Through Building

Work will be started 'mmediately
on the Cabin Creek refinery division
of the Pure Oil company to rcpalr‘

|
[

the $100,000 damage caused yeoster-
day morning by an explosion and a
subsequent fire in the ¢!l fliter
bullding, it was stated last night by
J. J. Rhlel, general manager of the
division

One man was seriously snjured and
four eothers slightly hurt when the|
explosion made & complete wreck of
the filter plant and /damaged adjoln-
ing buildings within a radius of a
half mile

¥. J. McConnlhey, 42 years old, was
badly hurt. He was inside the bulld- |
ing when the explosion occurred and |
was blown through the structure. At/
the Mountain State hospital, this
city® where b as brought by a!
specialy traln, was stated he has
a fair chance to recover.

The explosion, which rocked the|
countryside, occurred between 10 and
11 o'clock yesterday morﬂlnx It w--‘
sald to have been caused by exces-
sive pressure in thh ofl filters. This
pressure wWas too great for the safe-
ty valves and the éxplosion was the
result.

Cause Not Determined

General Manager Rhiel sald no
official Investigation of the explo-
sion had yet been made and he could
not y definitely wnat was the
cause. Mr. Rhiel is suffering with
% broken eardrum as & result of the|
blast. ' |

|

Debris covers the territory sur-
rounding the refinery for a dlullncm
of several hundred feel

The explosion was terrific. Wlu-‘
dows were blown from houses In the
vicinity of Dry Branch and the force |
of the blast was eIt at Cabin Creek, |
Chelyan and other places.

. C. Pennell, 65, employe of the
plant, suffered a broken arm and a
troken leg as a result of the explo-
sion. He was walking along the
yallroad track a short distance from
the filter bullding when the explosion
cccurred. He was buried beneath
two feet of brick and shattered tim- |
Ler.

McConnihey, the most seriously in-
jured, suffercd several broken ribs|
and numerous surface lacerations. |
FPhysicians attending him had not as- |
certained last night whether he re- |
ceived other Internal injuries. Work-
men at the plant took four reet of
Gebris from the unconscious body of |
McConnthey and he was rushed to
the local hospital as soon as the spe-
,clal train could be secured

Has Narrow Escape

General Manager Rhiel had walked
past the filter bullding only & minute
before the explosion oceurred. Jde
wha standing at the general office of
the division and was knocked to the|
ground by the force of the Liast. An
instant later he recovered consclous-
ness and crawled to a safe distance
P Brick and timber were falling all
around him

The company’'s emergency fire ap-
paratus was brought Into use, and/
the fire was confined to the flliter
house. Bursing oll and gasoline
.hampered the yoluhteer fire workers
but they succeelled In’ bringing the

blaze under cgontrol by moon

Mr. Rhiel estimated the damage at
spproximately $100,000. He sald the |
Joss was covered by Insurance apd|
that the flter plant, which makes
possible the manufacture of certbin
grades of olls, will be rebullt He |
sald a temporary arrangement will|
be made at once, and that oil wAll be |
filtered sgain within the next few |
days

Three men are employed in the|

arge filter bullding. OUne of them |
did not report for work )rnl:-rﬂ.u|
morning, and a second workmun was
not In the bullding at the time of the |
explosion Mr. McConlhey was the|
only occupant, It was sald to hu‘(‘

been remarkably fortunste that sev-
eral persons did not losa their lives
Calls Are Sent

Immediately following the explo
slon calls we ent to adjoining
towns for medical aid, and several
physicians responded First reports
to Charleston sald several men had
been killed

Physiclans who went to the -‘on.‘
gave firat aid to the Injured men, and
then ordered the special train. They

were Dr. A. H. Nelson, of East Bank;
Dr. R. D. Black, of Cabln Cresk Junc
tion, and Dr Hayes, of Chelyan

According to the Rev. W. M Tis-
danle, pastor of the M. E. church at
Chelynn, *who gave a graphic de
scription of the accldent, the force
of the Wxplosion was so great that

roofs uf‘ dwellingns on the company's|

(Continued oo Page Five.)

. $100,000 LOSS

(Continued from Page One)

property were torn off, holes wers
torn in the sides of the houses Aud
windows were shattered.

Bricks and boards were blowu L3
great distance, and tops of automos=
biles parked several feel away were
carried away.

Windows were reported blown out
|at Dry Branch, three miles distanty
|and at Chelyan, 'a mile and a half
away. Telephone Imes also were
severed.

The filter house was of brick com
struction. It was destroyed, and
| hole was blown through the wall o
an adjolning bullding housing the
wax department. 1

About 150 men are employed at
the plant. »




