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ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY
OCTOBER 29

West Virginia State Archives

President Ronald Reagan with Senator Jennings Randolph and others (Jennings Randolph Collection)

On October 29, 1984, President Ronald Reagan made a campaign stop

in Parkersburg.

CS0: SS.8.7, SS.8.26, ELA.8.1

Investigate the Document: (Parkersburg News, October 30, 1984)
1. What two issues did Ronald Reagan choose to focus on during his speech in Parkersburg?

2. Who was Reagan running against in the 1984 Presidential Election?

Think Critically: From what you gathered from the article; how would you describe the economy during the
1980s? Be sure to use economic terminology. Elaborate on Reagan’s presidency and how policies impacted

West Virginia, socially, economically and politically?
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s Memorial Field-

ORATOR — President Ronald Reagan K
¥ about 35 by Drew Moody)

spirited 29-minute talk Monday before about 3,500

on\nunu

A chanting, ﬂlg'nn‘ and
screaming Parkersburg audience
cheered Igunru

-

of

By the time President Ronald
Reagan took the stage Monday. antic-
jon was al a lever pitch
3,500 occupants of the PHS
house

Redgan was introduced to the bols
terous, flag-wav crowd ol €3
E -~ nearly 8 after Clyde
ault of Parkersburg became the
first person in line to see the Califor-

jondale, Oct. 21 in Kansas City
Io his opponent told the country to
trust him

Cheers Abound

lrn. and about 2% hours
nm spectajors entered the
ma-u-
The festivities in the feldhouse
began at 1.3 p m., with Mn
West \':ru
dnlt Ji lc(‘uny llflll. l;

dtumllﬂt.l\lnsnl

ton. a bluegrass band from Pleas
ants County, and the Parkersburg
Ll School nd

arrival
The crowd gave a rousing, standing
ovation to Country Junction for s
rendition of “Country Roads. '
lu 15 pm, e
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Streets Come Alive
As Caravan Passes WEST VIRGINIA

wu&vr. dent on his first visit to West ""/v.
ol o Sy pRESIDENT RONAH\ REAGAN

want Mondale™ in the
m-u.mmamw‘:n motorc: as it tra from the
non-Reagan supporters out to
em-mmo«mmwmmm-nu 2

b parents, while
- others held signs endorsing various y at
Some By 3:3 pm., an air of silence £ 2
passed over the crowd, with the ’

only by the u:lun of barbs
between groups of Reagan and Mon-
dale This exchange was

with the of the

resident
Tburbarg to be honored  WEST VIRGINIA WELCOMES REAGAN — President Ronald Pmmu-nnsm John Raese. candidate for U S
2‘.‘::!:':_&“, ;":m"'“ﬁ..': Re: a royal West Virginia weicome from the huge crowd Cleve Benedict back. candidate for House of Delegates
Marfetta in 1980 1 wouldn't miss it and dignitaries on the platform at Parkersburg's Memorial House  the M Arch A Moore Jr., GOP gubernatorial candidate
anything " Monday afternoon Flmmt the president, from left. Sen. Paul  Jim Al er, First District House of Delegates candidate; and
Continued oo Page 9: Gol. § Laxalt; John McCuskey (back), attormey general candidate Priscilla Haden, Reagan-Bush coordinator lorb'm \;‘r::u
5 (Photo by Drew 'y

Spectators Give ‘Gipper’ Top Ratings

”mm School fieldhouse Monday afterncon he sald, umamdm the majority of those who attended reference uml cam
after 3500 spectators listened to an  One Ripley man, who first saw 2  were of the ¥ r!nt-l for and siate
mm enthusiastic President Reagan in 3 president in person about @4 years  Semiors from 'sod County can candidates
Of The News Staft ’T":.Wﬂ ago, said be was impressed with schools were inviled u“lmd Wv—‘ly‘ylr‘..lr :ﬁ::
“1 think it was the greatest R , the second be has ﬂnul‘m School  speaker.”
e cagan, president r ersburg High - =

few disappoint: seen.
voiced inside the Parkersburg High Ravenswood said. “What he said s “It was the most enthusiastic Dr. Willlam Staats. ?fm mentioning the area footdall teams.
what most people believe. | think it's crowd I've been in all my life,” Dr.  of the public schools, sal the schools But there
nu?lo him a lot of votes.” Deimer Somerville uld Mll‘lh were 1,190 tickets for students didn’t sound re:
ofoufycmlvunﬂwnau-umm at P menom--mmmm
ican,” Lewis \n-uldun- 'mu School, Willlamstown High School comcern for West Virginia before
u«umd?unmlutd “But  Harding in 1920 in the back of a train  and Sumner School Another PHS student seemed
after listening to Reagan's x«ﬁ In Ravenswood. Harding was cam Jerry Kelly, PHS studest body impressed with the spoech
there is nodody | would w for Yy Mt the n
except him time about Reagan's speech .
e is for people, and | am While several elderly residents For 1
naly 2" Reckiine said 1 liked what . gajhered at the Reagan-Bush rally. feit be did a good job,” Kelly said, in Continued oo Page %; Col 3
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Parkersburg

Continued from Page One
a novel or a book you would have to
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will be stronger.”” Reagan said. “And
I'm proud to say during these last
four years, not one square inch of
territory in the world has been lost to
Communism."

Reagan said his administration has
created six million new jobs i 21
months and has seen 900,000 new

i ated within the

was his onl erence o e
ment with jobless rate in
Virginia the highest in the nation.

Reagan criticized Mondale for
opposing the space shuttle and all the
advanced technology it could offer

“We were right to take command
of the ship, stop it's aimless drift and
get moving again."” he said. “And we
were right when we
out SOS and started saying US.A."

Airport

Continued from Page One
too, Our take care of the work
involved after the flight.”
AlrF;;veOne down at 3:40
p.m. with no t problems.
Allen uumvn to the
publkno(lozmwma 0
see

the president’s airport

arrival) a litle more public,” Allen
said before Reagan arrived

He said the d

Parkersburg Community College.
workers in

The airport did
an outstanding job, Allen said
“They've put in a lot of work.™
Allen said.
He added that the didn’t
have too many problems ause of
visit

thought thousands the visil

afew t delays today, but it hasa't
Secn oc pad," Al sald
The visit did not cost the airport
much money, Allen said
‘e had o pay some supervisors a
little overtime for tion

“We've had the added security and
W,

i

was
0 tight that there was little chance
for president to be able to meet

with anybody before going to the
Parke: rg High School fieldhouse
for the rally

Reagan got off Air Force One at
3:47 p.m. and left the ajrport for PHS
in a motorcade with about 30 cars at
3:50 p.m. When he stepped off the jet.
Reagan was accompanied by GOP
hubernulorul candidate Arch A

oore Jr. and US.

John Raese.

pressed
He udn:rd with sev-
eral area mmmmm. sl:;plm
including Pukenbnrf Glol;or Pats. ¥
congres-

Pappas, First District
sional candidate Jim Altmeyer and

Reagan also criticized his opp
for m":andmg up and condemning
the S ' pride.

for “persecuting (Kc ge'ncnf believ-
" and blamed his

and praised Communist dictator
Fidel Castro

Reagan also talked about his ear-
lier days when he was a Democrat

“Bul in those days, Democratic
leaders weren't the members of the

talked me into it."
Reagan also spoke about nuclear
'erl and the younger ration
“A nuclear war cannot be won and

must never be fought,” he said. “Yes
a nuclear freeze makes st h, if it
iations that uce the
the. world down to a
iable and equal level on both

" .
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his
speech, the president ind|
recognized
Parkersburg

e

ividuall,
schools of PHg.
and “Willlams-
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“He at least could have driven by
the crowd and waved" Barbara
Semple of Marietta said. It w
very disappointing since we came
here for it.”

Another woman who brought her
three children to see Reagan said she

was unhappy.
“Its 's birthday, so |
brought her out for it,” she said,
I'm still a but 1
think it's kind of a raw deal that he

didn’t go by

outside
Another man said be realized that
the crowd wasn’t sought, but he came
anyway
“1 thought he might come over and
" he said. Hc

the people on the

uurpfutdtal. it's good for
area thal he chose to come here

said
The parking lot probably had two
or three times the normal amount of

cars in it because of Reagan's 3

lltCr.ay did fllr note of the secur:
ity preparations surrounding the
visit

“1 saw two fellows come out on
Route 2, near where I live, and just

n
5t
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L
1
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ottery

but that was about it,” Allen said
“We bly had under $100 for
other because of o

know/ able the crowd really
nf:nd enjoy him.” Ms. Howard
sa
Marge Buchanan of Parkersburg.
volunteer in the ‘u:

."‘“‘.i‘.'mm 3,
lor 's arrival, sa
thought the rally was just great
“Ihubmnawrﬂuo(

the Pa

Hdtdl{ Inn
“It is something | will never

she
Carney, a Vienna resident,
said she also was impressed by the

rall
{ think this is the most exciting

thing that has fo the state
since 1960, when Keanedy visited,"
she said
While the rally was filled with
many Wood County residents, there
were also who traveled a
bit to see president.
Lee Paull came from Wheeling
with a of for the
of Jim Alt-

to hear the speech
: m'c'{" t it was aut.".h said

“He for everything 1 do, and
that’s life, liberty and the

happiness. The '] seemed
wcvc mwuy‘v?w today "
hite, a resident of M

| Cathy
‘Mat

NEVER
at Wood County Al

100 BUSY — President Reagan used
to greet mem u%’m

299 of Will

One for the

Scout Den 6, Paci

Vienna. The president was boarding Air Force

return

?unﬂ. .l P"“%ﬁ&w:
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From Letter to Handshake,
Scout’s Dream Comes True

By JEFF GALLATIN
Of The News Staff

A dream came true for a Willilams
town boy, his mother and 11 fellow
arep cub scouts Monday when they

President Ronald Reagan at the

County Airport before he

returned to Washington, D.C aboard
Air Force One

“If's been quite am experience
both for the boys and for mysell ™
Sweeney, the mother of scout

Sweeney, said Monday eve

rs. Sweeney. 91 Greenwood
Drive, Williamstown, said meetin|
the president has “put her on ¢

aine
The president stopped before
Force One, shook each

boy's hand, lwxhtd their Cub
Scout ties while speaking with them
and also spoke with Mrs Sweeney

£
H

leaving
“I'm so proud of all the boys.” she
said. “They were very good al the

elephant symbolizing the Republican
party

Mrs. Sweency said they weren'l
unhappy when they didn't meet
Reagan when he first got off the jet

We were just happy to be that
close 1o the president and walch
him." she said

She said all the other scouls par
ents have gone wild and are ecstatic
over the turn of events.

jides her son, the other scouts
include  Nathan Cummins. brothers
Aaron and Adam Armstrong. twin
brothers Pat and Matt Jones, Jason
Vaughan, Chad Campbell, Paul Swin-
ler. Andy Hoftman. Chuckie Stephens
and John Auch

Cummins represented Vienna
scouts while the rest were (rom
Willlamstown and represented Den &
of Troop 299

The scouts also got a tour of one of

the national

Streets cosmed vom pags ose

It's a chance of a lUfetime,” said

mr‘ was not in vain airport, and it was an exciting car Marilyn Clegg, an supporter of
“We're real pleased with him." ride home too." Reagan. She recalied seeing John F
White said, minutes after the speech. Mrs. Sweeney's son Matthew, 9, Kennedy as a child and ber brother
‘We're §lad to see him come into the began the process last Wi y getting to shake hands with the then
Mumg.mmmm.gm&nlmcmnt‘n Park
White said Reagan will do well in telegram to the White House asking ringing her four children w
the southern part of the , m,nuvhlumumruu she wanted them to have a chance 10
traditional Democratic ghold at El y School see wglﬂtﬂdlﬁcv-ﬂdm
*“His chances should be good,” he when be came to P 'l about 400 Moadale fans
said. “If he just breaks even down He then told the school principal gmtommmum
there, be'll be doing real well." and class teacher what he had done mocratic presidential candidate
But those who were probably the Both officials told him bhe had done Holding Mondale-Ferraro signs and
wmmw-..unun{nuummnmuw exchanging barbs with Reagan sup-
were those county and state Republl- posted on any progress. porters, Mondale advocates chanted.
can candidates. Mrs. Sweeney said that several ~'wewant Mondale
One of the most interested observ wuﬂ-u-unmuuud Members of organized labor groups
ers of Monday's affairs was Jim finally, at 6:3 p.m and the De mrx
Altmeyer, Republican candidate w:«m t Mathew sentod the “other side” of the elec
mCMullnn West Virginia's first A Cub Scout come ljl::‘ﬂml:uumnh said
rict to the alrport Supp
During his speech, Reagan urged  She said the Cub Scouls got “1/think it's great the president
m&mummmm involved because Matthew w ") to Parkersburg but it's also &
state Republican 3 have friends with him if be got to adition (o be able to express
“1 think it's to have a very meet the president . c- views,” Chapman sald.
positive im) n-yumlp.' m'n:xumumm ash steelworker
Altmeyer said of Reagan's “It  very close .uﬂoﬁum Mrs. he-.h “:~
0 the United States, but

iy ‘l::nm
oree ugﬂd
1‘ and met the scouts.

said she was told
that the taking of the was ot
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