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ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY
DECEMBER 4

On December 4, 1957, Helen Holt was sworn in as secretary of state, the
first woman to hold the position.

CS0O: SS.8.2,S5.8.25, ELA.8.1
Investigate the Document: (Charleston Gazette December 5, 1957; Cecil Underwood Collection)
1. The secretary of state belongs to what branch of government?

2. Which West Virginia governor is Helen Holt addressing in her letter? What unique distinctions does
this governor’s terms in office have?

3. Helen Holt served in the lower house of the West Virginia Legislature from 1955-1957. What is the
lower house of the West Virginia Legislature known as?

Think Critically: Identify (2) chief responsibilities of the secretary of state. Why is it important to recognize
and explore women’s history? Why is women’s history sometimes overlooked? What challenges remain for
women today? How can understanding history help us to overcome them?
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WEST VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE
HOUSE OF DELEGATES

MRrs. RusH D. HoLT CHARLESTON
WESTON

Dear Foveh and Cecil,

As a friend who has watched your
accomplishments since your Salem College days, I am truly
delighted to extend my sincerest congratulations upon
your magnificient victory on Wovember 6. I know that

o

Rush would be as proud of you as T am,

It is my belief that you have the opportunity to become
West Virginia's most outstanding Governor, and you may
be assured of my continued enthusiastic and wholehearted
support.
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I am Feally happy for the two of you -— and deli
to know that you will soon mumber four! Please do
when you are in the Lewisburg area,.

Sincereﬁy,

ek o/

P.S. Truman Wright at the Greenbrier wanted me to be sure
to tell you that he is, and always has been, a Rep ublican.
Apparently he receive a "letter to a Democrat". He said
thaet he was going to write to extend you the nsual cour-

tesies at the Hotel ————weeee in fact, he called to ask
if I t-ought it would be all right to di it right away!

I'm sorry that I missed talking with you, but I don't
blame you for disconnecting your phone. Perhaps that is
wny so many persons called to "congratulat

|8
ate’ me since
Tuesday !
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" Mrs. Holt Takes

Charleston, W. Va., Thursdsy Morning, December 5, 195

The State Newspaper
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The Charleston Gaz ette
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Secretary Post

Mrs. Helen F. Holt of Lewisburg was sworn in yes-
terday as secretary of state—becoming the first wom-
an in West Virginia history to hold a high statewide

office. ~ ¢ : -
She succeeds D, Pitt O'Brien, | terms in the Legislature,
who died last Friday of a heart The mew secrelary of state
tary o ‘Seulotast 15 10 fothor | Jaaetel bty
or ass a of 1 year,
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The term to which Mrs, Holt ““-’:ﬁmﬂd "
was named by Gov. Underwood m e p
will run only until the general | 4ot lican “’ chances
election. next November, mxtwymur y and general election
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' her teaching duties. She plans to

' rest from t h e Greenbrier
faculty.
When newsmen asked Mrs

Mrs. Holt-Takes

(Continued Frem Page 1)
ed her was not among
present

_He was In New York City on

an industrial development irip,

where he planned Lo confer yes.

terday with Industrialists and

investment bankers aboul (he

possibilities of obtaining new
' planis for West Virginia.

Mrs, Holt, wearing a black and
white checked suit and red|
velvet hat, posed for pboto-i
graphers with her 9-year-old son,
Rush Jr,

She was driven to Charleston
‘ in a-state car to be sworn

in. She planned to return home
| last night, saying it would take

a day or two at least to wind up

Lthose

Holt her age, an item of interest
omitted from the biological
skeich handed out by the Gover- ,
nor's office carlier, she smilled :
and replied:

“I'm older than the Goversor."

Underwood is 33, the youngest
G:‘vmor West Virginia ever has
had,




