
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

December 6 

The worst mining disaster in American history occurred on December 6, 

1907, when an underground explosion at Monongah in Marion County 

killed 362 miners. 

 CSO: SS.8.9, SS.8.17, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (The Illustrated Monthly West Virginian, January 1908) 

1. What is significant about the explosion that occurred in the No. 6 and No. 8 mines of the Fairmont 

Coal Company in Monongah?  

 

2. What had the State mine inspector determined about the condition of the fans in the No. 6 and No. 8 

mines shortly before the disaster? 

 

3. Although never proven, the data gathered by the Ohio inspectors concluded that the explosion was 

likely caused by what two possibilities?  

 

4. Were the gases that existed in the mines at a dangerous level? Was the dust in the mine properly 

watered down? 

 

5. How many miners lost their lives in the No. 6 and No. 8 mine? 

 

Think Critically: Describe the conditions that existed in the coal mines during the early 20th century. Had 

there been any federal oversight to ensure the safety of coal miners? Has there been legislation that has been 

passed to make coal mining safer? How has unionization affected the coal industry? After reading about the 

Monongah Mine Disaster, what is your greatest takeaway? 

 

 



 

  



  



 

  



 

  



 

 


