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On December 7, 1941, a Japanese attack on the United States naval base
at Pearl Harbor initiated American entry into World War I1. One of the

ships sunk on that day was the USS West Virginia.

CS0:SS.8.25, ELA8.1
Investigate the Document: (John J. Morris Collection of USS West Virginia and Pearl Harbor
materials, publications, drawings, 1922-1961, Sc89-51acc)
1. President Roosevelt’s letter dated December 6, 1941, imploring Emperor Hirohito to avert war was
the final attempt at diplomacy with the Japanese, regarding hostilities in the Pacific. What would
occur the following day?

2. How would you describe President Roosevelt’s disposition in his letter to Emperor Hirohito? Was it
hostile? Affable?

3. According to the news clipping, the U.S.S. West Virginia lost crew members during the
attack on Pearl Harbor.

4. What was the nickname given to the U.S.S. West Virginia?

5. Was the U.S.S. West Virginia able to return to battle again, following the attack on Pearl Harbor?
Think Critically: Why did the Japanese decide to plan a surprise attack at Pearl Harbor? Had the United
States entered the war yet? How long do YOU think it took for President Roosevelt to learn the details about

the Pearl Harbor attack? How does the speed of news reporting and information in 1941 compare with that of
today? In addition to the U.S.S. West Virginia, how did West Virginia aid the country in the war effort?
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Gallant Giant On Last Yoyage

iUNSH!NE that broke through clouds to salute battleship USS
West‘ Virginia on her final voyage glints off great gray hull of
varrior as two of five escorting Foss Launch and Tug Co. boats
ludge her gently in toward Harbor Island pier where she will be

and-a-half torches and
shears at the Todd Ship-
yards here will accom-
plish what bombs and
torpedoes could not do to
her 19 years ago.

Six aerial torpedoes and
| two bombs sent the 32,000-
| ton Weevee to the bottom of

Pearl Harbor in that sneak
| attack. Of her crew, 105
perished.

FIVE MONTHS LATER
she was raised. Her rebirth
at the Puget Sound Naval
Shipyard in Bremerton took
two years. The Weevee was
| ready for the Battle of Suri-
gao Strait in October, 1944,
though. There, in vengeance

BY DON PAGE

MIGHTY warship that shrugged off death ajid destruction at
Pearl Harbor coursed across Elliott Bay yesterday to her
doom. She is the battleship West Virginia. In the next year-

dismantled by Todd Shipyards Corp, Cranes swing gondolas fu
of workmen over approaching ship, and in background, Seatt
skyline emerges from mist,

~—(Post-Infelligencer Phote by Harvey Bavis

for her Pear] Harbor
wounds, she desiroyed a
Japanese battleship.

From Surigao the Weevee
sailed on to Mindoro, Luzon,
Iwo Jima, Okinawa. On Sept.
2, 1945, when Japan signed
her surrender, the Weevee
was the only warship in
Tokyo Bay bearing the scars
of Pear] Harbor.

AFTER LIVING out her
appointed span, the West
Virginia was purchased out
of the Bremerton mothball
fleet last year. Her price:
$781,289.89. Since then the
Learner Corp. has moored
her at Winslow, awaiting

the time when Todd would

be through scrapping the
Weevee's sistership, the USS
Colorado, here.

Just before Christmas,
Todd lifted the last crane-
load of metal from the dry-
dock where the Colorado
had lain. Yesterday {five
Foss Launch and Tug Co.
boats met the Weevee at
Winslow,

WHEN THE WARSHIP
and her little convoy left
Winslow yesterday morning,
fog shrouded them like a
ghost funeral cortege. Mid-
way across the Sound,
though, the clouds broke up.
The battleship that would
not die finished her final
voyage in brilliant sunshine.
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Presidé;nf Roosevelt’s Unan’ered
Letter to the Emperor Hirohito

On December 6, 1941, Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States, addressed a cour-
teous and statesmanlike letter to His Imperial

Majesty, Emperor of Japan. The letter was written
in a final effort to avert war between the two coun-
tries and was forwarded to His Imperial Majesty
through the usual diplomatic channels. The letter
was never answered. It is unthinkable that any
Japanese would be guilty of the gross discourtesy
of ignoring a polite and important letter. On
December 7, 1941 the Japanese armed forces
attacked the United States in Hawaii. It is there-
fore quite obvious that the letter from President
Roosevelt was never delivered to the Emperor. Had
it not been kept from him, the war might well have
been averted. The letter appears within.

PUBLISHED BY THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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His Imperial Majesty Hirohito, Emperor of Japan:

“Only in situations of extraordinary importance to our two coun-
tries need I address to your Majesty messages on matters of state. I
feel I should now so address you because of the deep and far-
reaching emergency which appears to be in formation. Developments
are occurring in the Pacific area which threaten to deprive each of
our nations and all humanity of the beneficial influence of the long
peace between our two countries. Those developments contain tragic
possibilities.

“The people of the United States, believing in peace and in the
right of nations to live and let live, have eagerly watched the conver-
sations between our two governments during these past months. We
have hoped for a termination of the present conflict between Japan
and China. We have hoped that a peace of the Pacific could be consummated in such
a way that nationalities of many diverse peoples could exist side by side without fear
of invasion, that unbearable burdens of armaments could be lifted for them all, and
that all peoples would resume commerce without discrimination against or in favor of
any nation.

“I am certain that it will be clear to your Majesty, as it is to me, that in seeking these
great objectives both Japan and the United States should agree to eliminate any form
of military threat. This seemed essential to the attainment of the high objectives.

“More than a year ago your Majesty’s Government concluded an agreement with the
Vichy Government by which five or six thousand Japanese troops weare permitted to enter
northern French Indo-China for the protection of Japanese troops which were operating
against China further north. And this spring and summer the Vichy Government per-
mitted further Japanese military forces to enter into southern French Indo-China for the
common defense of French Indo-China. I think T am correct in saying that no attack has
been made upon Indo-China nor that any has been contemplated.

“During the past few weeks it has become clear to the world that Japanese military,
naval and air forces have been sent to southern Indo-China in such large numbers as to
create a reasonable doubt on the part of other nations that this continuing concentration
in Indo-China is not defensive in its character.

“Because these continuing concentrations in Indo-China have reached such large
proportions and because they extend now to the southeast and the southwest corners
of that peninsula, it is only reasonable that the people of the Philippines, of the
hundreds of islands of the East Indies, of Malaya and of Thailand itself are asking
themselves whether these forces of Japan are preparing or intending to make attack
in one or more of these many directions.

“I am sure that your Majesty will understand that the fear of all these peoples is a
legitimate fear, inasmuch as it involves their peace and their national existence. I am
sure that your Majesty will understand why the people of the United States in such large
numbers look askance at the establishment of military, naval and air bases manned and
equipped so greatly as to constitute armed forces capable of measures of offense.

“It is clear that a continuance of such a situation is unthinkable.

“None of the peoples whom I have spoken of above can sit either indefinitely or
permanently on a keg of dynamite,

“There is absolutely no thought on the part of the United States of invading Indo-
China if every Japanese soldier or sailor were to be withdrawn therefrom.

“I think that we can obtain the same assurance from the governments of the East
Indies, the governments of Malaya and the Government of Thailand. I would even
undertake to,ask for the same assurance on the part of the Government of China. Thus
a withdrawal of the Japanese forces from Indo-China would result in the assurance of
peace throughout the whole of the South Pacific area.

“I address myself to your Majesty at this moment in the fervent hope that your
Majesty may, as I am doing, give thought in this definite emergency to ways of dispel-
ling the dark clouds. I am confident that both of us, for the sake of the peoples not only
of our own great countries, but for the sake of humanity in neighboring territories,
have a sacred duty to restore traditional amity and prevent further death and destrift-
tion in the world.

May God have your Majesty in his safe and holy keeping. Your good friend,

\ - Franklin Delano Roosevelt.”
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