
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

December 7 

On December 7, 1941, a Japanese attack on the United States naval base 

at Pearl Harbor initiated American entry into World War II. One of the 

ships sunk on that day was the USS West Virginia. 

 CSO: SS.8.25, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (John J. Morris Collection of USS West Virginia and Pearl Harbor 

materials, publications, drawings, 1922-1961, Sc89-51acc) 

1. President Roosevelt’s letter dated December 6, 1941, imploring Emperor Hirohito to avert war was 

the final attempt at diplomacy with the Japanese, regarding hostilities in the Pacific. What would 

occur the following day? 

 

2.  How would you describe President Roosevelt’s disposition in his letter to Emperor Hirohito? Was it 

hostile? Affable?  

 

3. According to the news clipping, the U.S.S. West Virginia lost ________ crew members during the 

attack on Pearl Harbor.  

 

4. What was the nickname given to the U.S.S. West Virginia? 

 

5. Was the U.S.S. West Virginia able to return to battle again, following the attack on Pearl Harbor?  

 

Think Critically: Why did the Japanese decide to plan a surprise attack at Pearl Harbor? Had the United 

States entered the war yet? How long do YOU think it took for President Roosevelt to learn the details about 

the Pearl Harbor attack? How does the speed of news reporting and information in 1941 compare with that of 

today? In addition to the U.S.S. West Virginia, how did West Virginia aid the country in the war effort? 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

  



  



 

 

  



 


