
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

December 10 

On December 10, 1938, West Virginia native Pearl S. Buck was awarded 

the Nobel Prize for Literature for her book The Good Earth. 

 
CSO: SS.8.9, SS.8.24, ELA.8.1, ELA.8.3 

Investigate the Document: (Mutual Improvement Club of Ronceverte Collection 

Ms2011-097; The Good Earth, p. 143) 

1. Although no longer the sole American female to win the Nobel Prize for literature, Buck had the 

honor of being awarded this prestigious literary award during her illustrious career. 

 

2. Pearl S. Buck was born in Hillsboro, West Virginia, located in this county named in honor for a 

famed daughter of the Powhatan Indian chief from Jamestown, Virginia.  

 

3. What was the title of Buck’s autobiography?  

 

Think Critically: This excerpt from Chapter 15 of The Good Earth gives an account of one of the villagers 

who knows of the looting of Wang Lung’s (protagonist) house. Wang Lung has learned from his own 

experience that the desperate conditions of poverty and starvation can force even the most upright individual 

to compromise his moral belief in the interest of sheer survival, and as a result he no longer holds a grudge 

against Ching (neighbor of protagonist). What message do YOU think Pearl S. Buck was attempting to send 

to her audience? What impact do you feel Pearl S. Buck had on American literature? Do you consider Buck 

one of the most prominent West Virginians of the 20th century? 

 

 



 

  



 

  



 

  



 


