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ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY
DECEMBER 12

\

West Virgiria State Archives

William E. Eubank, who commanded the National Guard force at the
Battle of Blair Mountain, was born on December 12, 1880.

CSO: SS.8.7,SS.8.8, SS.8.24, SS.8.25, ELA.8.1
Investigate the Document: (Logan Coal Operators Association, Ms90-82)
1. How many miners were assumed killed according to the correspondence? To where did the miners

retreat?

2. The Springfield rifles found in the Wilkinson Yard was the popular weapon of choice of many men,
returning from what contemporary conflict?

3. Were explosive and gas bombs dropped via planes on the miners’ location(s)?

Think Critically: What was the objective of the miners? Describe the working conditions that existed in the
coalfields prior to unionization. Who were the key people involved in the development of labor in West
Virginia? Mother Jones? Don Chafin? Bill Blizzard? Sid Hatfield? Baldwin-Felts Detectives?

Describe life in company towns. What was coal scrip? What do you know about the immigrant and African
American population in the southern coalfields? Think about what your decision would have been given the
opportunity to unionize? You’re just in your anger but does it outweigh the consequences of losing your job
and losing your family’s home?
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