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ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY
DECEMBER 18

Nathan Bay Scott, who served as United States senator from West
Virginia from 1899 to 1911, was born on December 18, 1842.

CS0:SS.8.2,S5.84
Investigate the Document: (Howard Sutherland Papers, Ms83-2)
1. In Senator Scott’s correspondence with Senator Howard Sutherland states that “protective tariffs
should be urged by the people of our state almost more than those of any other state in the union?”
What is a protective tariff?

2. In Sutherland’s message to Senator Scott, what reasons does he provide for his disinterest in the
governorship?

Think Critically: Use your knowledge of West Virginia Civics to answer the following: Howard Sutherland
served as a West Virginia State Senator from 1909-1913. Is the senate part of the upper or lower house of the
Legislature? How long is the term of a West Virginia State Senator? Howard Sutherland represented West
Virginia as a United States Senator from 1917-1923. How many state senators does West Virginia have in
Congress? How long is the term of a U.S. Senator?
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December 19, 1910.

Hon. Howard Sutherland,
Elkins, West Virginia.

My dear Senator:e

I kXnow you share with me the universal regret of all
good Republicans that our party in the state went down to
defeat in November. But nothwithstanding the result I know
you agree with me that the principles of our Party are still
the only ones to stand for. Protective tariff should be urg-
ed by the .people of our state almost more than those of any
other state of the Union. Of course now we are like a dis-
organized army but we will soon all come together again and in
1912 win a victory and put the old party back into power once
more. Now is the time to rally our troops and I am sure
you will do your part.

Wishing you much success during the coning session,

and best wishes for the holiday season, I am
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