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ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY
DECEMBER 29

West Virginia State Archives

The town of Sutton was burned by Confederate raiders on December 29,
1861.

CS0:SS.8.22, ELA8.1
Investigate the Document: (West Virginia Adjutant Generals’ Papers, Ar382, Box 17)
1. Towhomi is this letter addressed?

2. What is the letter reporting?

3. What two other structures were burnt as Union forces were pursued by the Confederates?

4. Union forces retreatedto _ ?

5. How many wounded were there as a result of the battle?
Think Critically: Who was the commander of the company? Where was he during the encounter? Who
actually commanded the Union company during the encounter with Confederate forces? Does this letter from

Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Maley Harris give you the impression that the Union company was caught off
guard?
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