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7. DESCRIPTION
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T Altered {_ Unoltered ] Moved EE Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE Jackson's Mill

Jackzson's Mill is a three story high structure, L1' long by

36! 8" wide. The weatherboarded frame structure is maintained
by west Virginia State L-H Camp personnel under the operation of
Viest Virginia University Cooper>tive Extension Service. When
West Virginia acquired the mill in 1921, it required repair.
Much of the siding was replaced and nas been regularly painted
and maintained sinc> that time. The roof was replaced in 1956
with hand-cut shingles made in VWest Virginia. The roof is regu-
larly weatherized and is stained green--most recently in lay
1971. The exterior of the mill was repainted in June 1971.

lany <f the original poplar beams and studding and some original
calt flooring can be seen in the mill, IMuch of the oalk flooring
had tc be replaced.

The stone foundation is enclosed on each side and open from the

river end. The foundation of the building has been reinforced.

Oon tue first floocr are the large wooden gears and wooden ccgs
that were used in the mill's operation. The unusual horizontal
mill wheel and the 6' by 150! dam across the West Fork of the
Monongahela River are gone. The wheel will be rebuilt., 1Its
primary scurce of power will be electricity since darming the
river would interfere wita flood control and conservation efforts
in the West Forl Scil Conservation District.

To the left of the first floor front entrance is the ruseun in-
formation center., The rest of the floor houses larger agricul-
tural items donated to tie ruseum. Grist and saw mills were
brought to the mill some time ago and are stored here until the
mills are restored to working oPfder.

The second floor is reached by a narrow stairway in the north-
west corner of the building. Here are the original grain hopper
and one of the original mill stones., Until restoration of tne
mill and erection cf the exhibit hall, the second floor is domi-
nated by displays of exhibit items. Glass cases contain letters
and other personal items tihat belonged to General Jackson and

Smaller tools and household exhibits are arranged and labeled.
Since the building has no central heating system, the more fra-
gile items: clothing, glassware, dolls, and Lightburn's military
effects arc roved and stored when tue ruseum closes for winter,

equinped with a2 pulley and noist to ralse caclis ¢f grain from
the ground level in front of the nill,

Currently tue interior of tize mill is electrically wired and
exterior lights illwninate tae mill at night. Natural light is
provided by 30, doublesashed, rmlti-paned windows and & doorway
on each level,

Care UR$ taken to conform tie criginal design and appearance ol

to Union General Jocserh A. J. Lightburn, Jacksont!s boyhood friend.

The third floor is not regularly cpen for vigitors. Qnis is a
sabled area csmaller thaw tihie lovier levels, Thils area is used
for storage. Thne front doorwvay on tae trird floor was originaelly
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As of March 1975, the original horizontal waterwheel at Jackson's Mill,
Lewis County, West Virginia, has not been rebuilt, and no changes in the way
of restorations or recomstructions have been accomplished in the proposed
museum complex.
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sTaTEmMENT oF sicniFicance dacksonts Mill

Jackson's Mill, in Lewis County, standing in its present form
since 1637, was located on the farm where Confederate General
Thomas J. ("Stonewall") Jackson spent 12 years of nis boyhood.

The mill is the focal point of interest in a state park of the
same name which in 192l became the first state camp in the
United States for the L-~-H Club,

A combination grist and saw mill was first erected by Edward
Jacitson, Stonewall's grandfatner, some time before 1300, thnree
miles north of Weston, on tne eazt bank of the West Fork of
the lononganela River, immediately across the stream from the
present location.

Harrison County records of December 20, 1700, give Edward Jack-
son liberty to build a mill cn the West Fork at "readros Fish
Fot," while an Act of the Virginia Assembly, January 20, 1CCO,
declares the Monongainela publicly navigable as far as Edward
Jacksonfts Mill on the west Foric.

Due to erosion of the bank, the foundations and machinery of
this mill were moved to the orposite bank some time prior to
183C and housed in a wooden building braced with hand-hewn
timbers. This move was accom>:ished by Cummins Jackson, son

of Edward, who after much litigation, had come into possession
of the mill following his father's death in 1824. In 1837,
following a fire, the present grist mill was erected, and in it
remains much of the original equipment. A saw mill 30 feet
away is now gone, but under Cummins Jackson it supplied much of
the lumber for building Weston, Cummins built a dam & feet hig
and 150 feet long to operate his nmills, He died in California
in 1849 during the Gold Rush. The mill then passed through
many hands, but continued to operate until 1892, when Wilson
Arncld was the proprietor.

The log nouse and succeeding frame house where Stonewall
respectively lived and spent nis vacations are gone.

At the age of five Thomas Jacitson was orphaned and for the next
tWelve years spent most of kis ti-e in tie mill corrmnity of
nis Uncle Cwmins, where ne made {lour, hunted, fished, went

to school, lezrned to play tiie violin, earned money helping to
build the Parkersburg-Staunton Turnpike, and at the age of 17

took a turn at teaching school., Blograpners agree that hi?d
cont 14,
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chief characteristics were developed irn this envirorment and
during tihis stage of his life.

A museun installed in the mill is operated by tiie Cooperative
Extension Service of West Virginia University and is attracting
thousands during the summer months, Plans for a Jaclison's ?ill
Museum Complex have been developed under a grant from the Bene-
dum Foundation. Architects have prepared detailed landscape and
architectural plans for developing the 5 acre area around the
mill and the pioneer HcWhorter cabin to depict all areas of cul-
ture of this region from 1840 to 1865. The saw and grist mills
will be restored. The second Jacitson home and - 1me outbuildings
will be re-constructed. The Jackson nome will contain conferencs
facilities. An exhibit hall is to be bulilt to house d restic,
agricultural and industrial equipment of the era, now housed in
the mill. Secondary roads 12 and 10 are to be relocated to di-
vert passing traffic and to allow access and parking for complex
visitors.

Special emphasis will be the cormemoration of the two Confederate
and two Union generals who grew up in this area; Stonewall Jack-
son and his cousir "Mudwall" Jackson, who fought witi the Con-

federacy, and Union commanders Joseph Lightburn and Nathan Goff.
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1. FORM PREPARED BY. R VR
NAME AND TITLE:

Ann Post, Field Agent

ORGANIZATIGN DATE

West Virginia Antiguities Commission July 7, 1971

STREET AND NUMBER:

01d Mountainlair, West Virginia University

CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Morgantown West ViI'R;inia 16506
LIZ- STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION ..o e NATIONALS REGISTER VERIFICATION i

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended - - - - -
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

level of sngmhcance of this nom'mation is:

National State Local I

ﬁ‘aﬂb—' ﬁ /M\- e
Name ATTEST

Dallas B. Shaéer // '

Title State Liaison Officer

Keeper of The National Register

Date Qctober 2, 1971 Late
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