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The Coal House in Williamson, Mingo County, West Virginia, is a unique
structure, built entirely of coal.

Constructed in 1933, this one-story rectangular building was constructed
under the supervision of H.T. Hicks, an architect from Welch, West Virginia, and
Associate Architect D.M. Goode, a local Williamson merchant. Sixty-five tons of
Bituminous Coal, mined from the nearby Winifreds Seam, were utilized in the construction
of the Coal House. .

The coal was cut into random size blocks and laid in random range. The outside
surfaces are remarkably intact, due largely to ccats of weatherproofing varnish applied
periodically to protect the coal masonry from dsterioration.

All of the openings in the building, windows and the main entrance, are arched.
The front elevation portal is a round compound arch, made up of voussoirs of coal.

The colcossal entrance portal is flanked by two corner butiresses, or psuedo-
pilasters. The entrance door itself is a large double door surmounted by a large
fanlight and flanked by sidelights.

The entire building rests on masonry blocks, sst on concrete footing. The
walls of the Coal House are capped with stone coping.

The interior of the Cozal House has been re-modeled sever
consists of walnut paneling, wall to wall carpet, and a plush, mo
that contrasts well with the black exterior of the building.

1 times, and today
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a

Located on Court House Square, the Coal House occupies one of Williamson's
most prominent places, both in physical setting and in the nminds of this community.
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8. Significance
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____prehistoric _.__ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning . landscape architecture____religion
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—1500-1595 ____ agriculture — . economics —_ literature —— Sculpture

___ 1500-16%99 _X__ architecture —_ education ____ military - SogGialf

170017989 ____art .. engineering —__music hurmianitarian

___1800-1829 _x commerce _m__exploraﬁonfsenkwnentM__,phﬂosophy ____thezier

_X_ 1800- - communications . X _industry —___politicsigovernment  ___trancuoriation
. invention — - olher {spacity)

Specific dales 1933 Builder'architectd. 7. Hicks, Architect, and D.M. Goode,

. . , Asgociate Architect
Statemeni of Significance (in one paragraphn)

The Cocal House, located in Williamson, Mingo County, West Virginia, is a
building significant as one of only two such structures in the state, and is of
exceptional importance as a syirbol of the dominant economic activity of this region
of West Virginia.l It is also significant for its association with several figures
of historical significance in Vest Virginia,2 and as a source of overwhelning comwunity ..
pride. : '

Explanatory Notes

1 Since the late Nineteenth Century, the mining of ccal has been the dominant
economic activity of West Virginia, the source of West Virginia's periods of economic
prosperity and recession, her pride and her tragedies. This has been especially true
in the region of southern West Virginia where coal mining has been practically the only
economic activity of any significance (excepting timpering, which is largely mine-related)
since the 1890's.

In 1931 C©.W. Evans, Manager of the Norfolk & Western Railrxocad's Fuel Department
in Williamson, hit upon the idea of building a structure entirely of coal in order to
symbolize the dominance of conl in the region and Williamson's claim to be "the Heaxrt of
the Billion Dollar Coal Field." Mr. Evans organized a campaign which eventually hore
fruit with the completion of the Coal House in 1933, consturcted under the supervision of
Welch architect H.T. Hicks from 65 tons of Bituminous coal mined in the local area and
donated by coal companies. At the time of its construction it was the only structure
built of coal in West Virginia. Since that time, another "coal house” was built in
Lewisburg, Greenbrier County (1959) using 30 tons of coal and designed as a private
residence. The Coal House in Williamson, housing the Tug Valley Chamber of Commerce,
stands on a lot immediately adjacent to the !MMingo County Court House, symbolizing the
vital link between the coal industry and the life of Mingo County.

When Mr. O.%. Evans conceived the Cozl House project, it was evident that if
the project was ever to come to fruition it would have to have the support of
individunls prominent in Minao County public life. Two of the individuals whowm Bvans
turned to for support, and who immediately gave him assistance, were Wells Goodykoontz
and M.Z. White. Their aid was instrumental in rounding up support for the project among
other community leaders, and their names appear prominently upon a bronze plague attached
to the Coal House wall.
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Wells Goodykoontz (1872--1944) was a promiaent attorney and West Virginia
pelitician. President of the W. Va. Bar Associztion in 1917-18, Goodykoontz
sexved in the W. Va. House of L:ulegates from 1231 Lo 1213 and in the West Virginia
Senate, 1215-1919 where he rose to becoma first Majority Leader (1916) and then
(1917) President of the Senate. In 1918 he was ~lzcited to the U. S. House of
Representatives from West Virginia's 5th Congressional District. Re-elected
in 1920, Goodykoontz was defeated for a third towmw in Congress in 1922, In 1924
he sought election to the U. S. Senate from ¥W. V., but lost in the Republican
primary to Cwy D. Goff, though receiving a respeatible 19.7% of the vote. He
later served on the W. Va. Tax Commission (1925--27; hefore returning to the
private practice of law.

M. Z. White (1872-1945) began his public career humbly enough, serving as
Justice of the Peace for Thacker, in Mingo County, from 1896 to 1900. In 1901
Wnite was elected Mayor of Williamson and was re-—elected to three one year terms,
serving until 1205. He then saw five years of scrwvice on the MMingo County Court
{1205-10) baefore being elected to the W. Va. Scrnate in 1910. Warden of the
State Penitentiary from 1913 to 1918, White was vice president of the lst National
Bank of Williamson from 1918 until his second election to the ¥W. Va. Senate in 1922.
M. Z. Wnile served in the Senate from 1923 to 193%, and From 1925 until 1931, losing
in the Republican primary to 7. C. Townsend, though receiving 29.3% of the vote
that was split among five candidates. M. Z. Whilc served as President of the
1st National Banrnk of Williamson from 1935 until his death.

3. From the outset of the Coal House project, the people of Williamson
gave it their enthusiastic support. ILocal coal cospanies donated coal, local
business leaders put up money &nd materials and, in this time of economic depression,
workers donated their time and labor. An unususnl aspect of the building, and one V
that sets it apart from most public buildings iu Vst Virginia, is the bronze
plague on the Coal House thal not only lists the architects and major sponsors,
but names every local company,businessman, mason, carpenter and laborer who worked
on the building. The Coal House was truly a comuunity effort as few public
buildings are, and is today the major object of interest and community pride in
Mingo County.
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Verbsal boundary description and ;usimcahon
Tne Coal House is located on one (1) city lot, Lot #25, of Block #8, at the southern
cormexr of Court Street and Second Avenue, in the City of Williamson, Mingo County,

West Virginia.

List o}l states and counties for properlies overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

sinte code county code

PR

1. Form Precared By

L

remenitle Michael J. Pauley, Historian

Historic Preservation Unit o - - - -
organization W. Va. Dept. of Culture & History dale  pacerber 10, 1979

Science & Cultural Center - e
street & number  capitol Complex . . o telephone (304) 348-0244
city or town Charleston state West Virginia

12, Stale Histeric Preservaltion Officer Certificaiion

The evaluated significance of tnis pioperty within the state is:

national . state 2 _local

As the designated State Historic Preservauon Citicer for th2 National Historic Preservation Act of 1908 {Public Law 8%
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Mationai Register and certity that it has been evaluatad
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Reacreation Service.

Siate Historic Preservation Qfficer signature %’t&uw/m“

title Director, State Historic Preservation Office date. pacerher 10, 1979
For HCAS use only ) o DR ‘ e -
1 hereby certxfy that this proye'ty is included in the National Re xster o

) 2 date o “;f’:"—

© ilzeper of the National Register =~ | Tl T
Attest: . ‘date :
Chief of Registration T e T s S IR

GPO 933 833




FHR-8-300A

(11/78> . .

: UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
HERITAGE CONSFERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTCRY -- NOMINATION FORM

Coal House , Mingo County, Williamson, West Virginia

CONTINUATION SHEERT ITEM NUMBER

e

FOR HCRS USE Ghl

RECEIVED
DATE ENTERED .
S PAGE 2

Huntington Herald Dispatch, May 19, 1977
Atkinson, George W. and Gibbons, Alvarc J., Prominsn

t Men of West Virginia,

Wheeling, W. Va., 1928, c. 1890
Ross, William, VWest Virginia Political Alwmanac, lNorg

antown, W. Va., 1958

{ -




DELBARTON 7 M1,

M

> 7
N
VWi T 7Y

o fL
4

gf-//y/aog /
CHINIBYIN L
AL

Py
b

94

A

A

5

neo @

I~

G iod3

32yl s L¥ng

es

4

: : B : g R AV 7 o . ~
SR e A D R it I, el NI D R p ) 1
i )1 U s [ e S g AW ﬁﬂ/n«,dx\\\
E ) ot W . ‘ \ NC, )
-5 e /e , - Y b - p . -
o oo X SR o YN & 3 5 fa
: e ‘s S NS X - ANy IB ) a0 - a3/ s Al \ 4N i
: IS = 2 = - - 7 A = " 3 . SO
Rt e N 3 o by e N Ny 7 h s Wik } 7 v
i - i g DS il - . F\ ¢ h . N N -~
N ‘\ e 5 ALY 3 ‘-
- o A g = - | = 4o e YA P e ga AN e
¥ NN & RN 7, o o Jy ey
&L = : = N gir 74 o 2z, ° A \
x rt) i ’1\ - ‘ Sl L . - L % i A
sy - 2 g ¥. \
N Ry —_— ., \\ 9 By - *
N e oy s’ e > g
8 /; ~

~
W

.Jr\ »’; :‘ '

Ny

L

2N

i
0

A
\\«
i \“‘Nu\

i
=

o

0D

2shoH




=

/(%V/ N—T2N

—

L
(O]
(-
L
x
=
L
e
o
(-4
i
[- -]
=
<
=X
w
Y
L
—d
=
>
D
— )
—




