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fair unexposed 

The Coal House i n  Williamson, !Jingo Col;?ty, >Jest Vi ry in j -a ,  i s  a unique 
s t r u c t u r e ,  b u i l t  e n t i r e l y  of  c o a l .  

Cons t ruc t ed  i n  1933, t h i s  one-s tory  r e c t a n p l a r  bui ldincj  was constructed 
w d e r  t h e  su,oervision o f  1i.T. Hicks, an  a rch i tec t  f r cn  L;elch, FJesi V i r g i n i a ,  and 
Assoc ia t e  A r c h i t e c t  D .&I. Goode, a l o c a l  Ki1lia;ison n o r c h a n t .  Sixi-y-f ive t o n s  of 
Bituminous Coal ,  n ined  f r o n  t h e  nearby Piinifre??  sear^, were u t i l i z c d  i n  the construct ion 
of t h e  Coal House. 

The c o a l  v7as c u t  i n t o  rimdon size b locks  and l a i d  i n  random range .  The o u t s i d e  
s u r f a c e s  are remarkab1:. i n t a c t ,  due l a r g e l y  t o  c o a t s  o f  weatherproofing v a r n i s h  a p p l i e d  
p e r i o d i c a l l y  t o  p - o t e c t  t h e  cod1 masonry frol;.. d 2 t c r i o r a t i o n .  

A l l  of the openings i n  the b u i l d i n g ,  wind221s and the m a i n  e n t r a n c e ,  arc arc3ed .  
The f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  p o r t a l  i s  a r o m d  com2ound a rch ,  made up of voossoi . rs  of coal. 

T'ne c o l o s s d  e n t r a n c e  portal  is f l anked  by two corner buttresses, o r  psuedo- 
p i l a s t e r s .  The e n t r a n c e  door  i t s e l f  i s  a l a r g e  double door surmounted by a l a r g e  
f a n l i g h t  and f l a n k e d  by s i d e l i g h t s .  

i 

The e n t i r e  bu i ld in- ;  r e s t s  on  masonry b locks ,  s e t  on c o n c r e t e ' f o o t i n g .  The 
w a l l s  of the Coal Elouse a r e  capped w i t h  s t o n e  coping. 

The i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  Coal House hqs  been re-modeled seve ra l  t i n e s ,  and today  
c o ~ s i s t s  o f  walnut. pane l ing ,  \ ;a l l  t o  w a l l  c a r p e t ,  a d  a p lush ,  modr -mis t i c  red d s c o r  
t h a t  c o n t r a s t s  w e l l  w i th  t h e  b l ack  e x t e r i o r  of E?e b u i l d i n g .  

Located on Court House Square,  t h e  Coal f!ousc occupies  one of F!illiarnson's 
most prominent  p l a c e s ,  bo th  i n  p h y s i c a l  s e t t i n g  and i n  the n i n d s  of t h i s  c o m u n i t y .  
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invention otim ( s ~ c i t y )  

Specific d a l e s  1933 O u i l d e r / A r c h j t e c t 5 . ~ ,  Hicks, A r c h i t e c t ,  and D.M. Cxtods , -- -. - - - . - -A- 

A s s o c i a t e  A r c h i t e c t  
Stat-~rnsni sf Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Coal House, loca ted  i n  Williamson, liingz~ Co~mty,  Kest V i r g i n i a ,  js a 
b u i l d i n 9  s i g n i f i c a ~ t  a s  one of only  two such s t r u c t u r e s  i n  the s t a t e ,  and i s  of 
e x c s p t i o n d  i q o r t a r i c e  a s  a  sy,rSol of  the  do~ir ,c in t  ecoriomic a c t i v i t y  of t h i s  r e g i o n  
of West Virgin ia . '  I t  i s  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  i t s  assoc ia t ion  w i t h  s e v e r a l  f i g u r e s  
of h i s t ~ i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  L7i.st Virgin ia , '  ar.3 as a s o u c e  of overwhelming co7i;:luni.t~ 
p r i d e .  

Explanatory 'i:otes 

1 Sinze  the  l a t e  Nineteen-31 Century, t h e  n in ing  of  coal  has been  t h e  dorninant 
economic a c t i v i t y  of West Vi rg in ia ,  t h e  sourcs  of West Vi rg in ia ' s  p e r i o d s  of ec:onorric 
prospe-ri-ty ar,d r ecess ion ,  her  p r i d e  and he r  t r aged ies .  This  has  been espscialj .y t . rue 
i n  t h e  r eg ion  of  southern W e s t  V i rg in ia  where coa l  mining has  b2en p r a c t i c h l l y  the orlly 

I economic a c t i v i t y  of any signi'.ficanze ( e x c e p t h g  t imbering,  v~hich i s  l a r g e l y  mine-related) 
s i n c e  ths 1.890 ' s . 

I n  1931 0.W. Evans, Manager of the  I h r f o l k  & Western RaLlroad's Fuel  Z)eparblent 
i n  T.Jilli . tmson, h i t  upoi? the  idea  of buildinc; a s t r u c t u r e  e n t i r e l y  of coal. i n  order t o  
s~.rr5c?lizt? the  cloninance of co-11. i n  the  region and T.!i.lliamsonqs c la im to  be "the fieart of 
t h e  Brillion Dol lar  Coal F i e l d .  " b k .  Evans organized a campaign which e v e n t u a l l y  b o r e  
f r u i t  w i t - h  the  completion of tile Coal tiouse i n  1933, cons turc ted  under t h e  superv i s ion  of  
Welch a r c h i t e c t  K.T. Hicks f rox 65 tons  of B i t u ~ i n o u s  coal  mined i n  the l o c a l  31-ea and  
donatcd by coa l  companies. A t  the  time of i t s  cons t ruc t ion  it w a s  the  on ly  s t r u c t u r e  
b u i l t  of  coa l  i n  West V i r g i ~ i a .  Since t h a t  t h ~ ,  another "coal house'hwas b u i l t  i n  
L e w i s b u r g ,  Greenbrier  County (1959) using 39 t o n s  of coal  and designed as a p r i v 3 t e  
resident?. The Coal House i i l  IJil l iamson, h o u z b ~ g  the  Tug Valley Chamber o f  ComrrL%i-ce, 
s t a n d s  on a l o t  inmediately a s j a c e n t  t o  t h e  :.:ingo Colmty Court H_ouse, syinbolizirlg t h e  
v i t a l  l i n k  bet;,ieen t h e  c o a l  indus t ry  and the l i f e  of  Mingo County. 

Flhen M r .  O.kJ. Evans conceived the  Coal 'Souse p r o j e c t ,  it was e v i d e n t  t p ~ a t  if 
t he  prorject was ever  t o  come t o  f r u i t i o n  it would have t o  have L l e  s u p g o r t  oT 
inzivi;l , . .-: is - ~ro?.~ine?.ir i n  I!ir. >:I Z,?cc:?+ 1;l-hlie Tics. T.io of  i i - .divlduals  whom Evans 
turned Lo f o r  suppor t ,  and wi:o k ~ e d i a t e l y  g3ve him a s s i s t a n c e ,  were W e l l s  Gooc?yE;oontz 
and M. 2 ,  White. Their  a i d  was i n s t ru i i en ta l  i n  r o w d i n g  up s u s p o r t  for t h e  p r o j e c t  among 
o t h e r  ~ o ~ . : m n n i t ~  l e a d e r s ,  and t l ie i r  names appear proxinent ly  upon a bronze  plaque attached 
t o  the  Cozl House wa l l .  



U N I T E D  STATES 'DEPA? TMENT OF THE INTER I GR 
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PdATiBNAL REGXSTZW OF PEISTQ2lC $ U C E S  
INVENTORY -- NON1'IMA'iTEgZ~~ I I 

I 

We1l.s Goodyl:oor,tz (1872--13-?4) w a s  a  pr~i-.i.~;::.-t a t t o r n e y  and P?est V i r g i n i a  
p g l i t i c i a n .  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  717" Va. Bar Associa '  ion j.n 1317-18, Goodykoont:~ 
s s r v e d  i n  t h e  W. V a .  Hoilse of  1::leyates f r o 3  19!.'1 io 1913 and i.n t h e  Vest  V i r g i n i a  
Sena te ,  191~5-1.919 where he r o s c  t o  becorm f i r s t  ?l .~jo:. i ty Leader (1916) and then  
(1917) P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Senate .  I n  1918 he was --Le~Ired t o  t h e  U.  S. House of  
Representa t ;  ves from P J a s t  V i rg i -n i a ' s  5 t h  Congres:;Lon?l D i s t r i c t .  Re-elected 
i n  1320 ,  Gonc1l;koontz was defeat-ed for- a t h i r d  tclm <.n Congress i n  1922. In 1924 
he sought  e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  U .  S .  Senate  fro;?. K. V,!. , b u t  lest i n  t h e  Repu&lican 
pr irrary t o  <::I;. D. Goff ,  though r e c e i v i n g  a resy)c>:.:?~,)?.e 13.7% of  t h e  vote .  He 
l a t e r  serveil  on t h e  I?. Va. Tax C o ~ m i s s i o n  (1325..2-:) b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  
p r i v a t e  p r a c i i c e  o f  law. 

I?. %. k?hite (1872-1345) becjm h i s  p u b l i c  c t : i e e r  h d i y  enough, s e r v i n g  as  
J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  Peace f o r  Tilackor, i n  >lingo Cou!lf.y, from 1896 t o  1900. I n  1301 
White was e l e c t e d  :"layor of  IJi1:Liam:;on and was re . -e lcc ted  t o  t h r e e  one year t e r m s ,  
s e r v i n g  u n t l  1905. He then  s d : ~  f i v e  y e a r s  OF scsvSce on t h e  idlingo County Cour t  
(1305-10) bcifore be ing  e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  b?. V a .  Ser~i~t.:: j.n 1910. Warden of t he  

I 
S t a t e  P e n i t e r i t i a r y  from 1913 t o  1318, b k i t e  was vJ.cc p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  1st N a t i o n a l  
Bank o f  W i l l  iamson fron 1918 u n t i l  h i s  s ~ c o n d  e!cc?:lon t o  t h e  F.:. Va. Sena te  i n  1922. 
&I. Z .  White se rved  i n  t h s  Sencite f r o n  1923 t o  193I~ ,  and Eron 1325 u n t i l  1931,  l o s i n g  
i n  t h e  R c p b l  i .cm primary t o  1'. C. Townsend, tf;c:u-~;: r ece iv ing  29.3% o f  t h e  v o t e  
t h a t  wc:s s p l j  t ar?.ong five canciidates.  hl .  Z .  W:?i'.i c >  served  a s  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  
1st National  B a r k  of Williamson from 1335 u n t i l  h LL; death .  

3 -  From t h e  o u t s e t  of t h e  Coal. Houze project, t h e  people  of Williamson 
gave i t  tF:+-.ir e n t h u s i a s t i c  suppor t .  Local coa! co.i:panies donated c o a l ,  l o c a l  
bus ines s  l e a d e r s  p u t  up money an3  m a t e r i a l s  and,  i x  t h i s  t ime o f  economic d e p r e s s i o n ,  
workers dondtcd t h e i r  t ime an2 l a b o r .  An u n ~ ~ s c r ~ ~  ;:i;pect of  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  and one  
t h a t  s e t s  i-t a p a r t  f ro?  rr?.ost p v h l i c  b u i l c l i n ~ s  -!I i ' t ~ : , t  Vircj inia ,  i s  t h e  bronze  
p laque  on the Coal House t h a t  n o t  on ly  l i s t s  t.h<- a x h i t e c t s  and major sponso r s ,  
b u t  names e w r y  l o c a l  cc3mpxiy , b ? ~ s i n e s s n x ~ ,  masclr\, c a r p e n t e r  and l a b o r e r  who ~gorked  
on t h e  buil.cling. The Coal House was t r u l y  a coz;i;,!-~?nity e f f o r t  a s  few p u b l i c  
b u i l d i n g s  clre, mc? i s  today t h e  major o S j e c t  of j.1ii.erest and community p r i d e  in 
Phingo Cour; i:y. 
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F i x n t F ~ . ' j t o n  F!eri~l.d Dispatch, Flay 1 9 ,  1977 -- - - - -- -- 
A t k i n s o n ,  George 5.7. m d  G i b b o n s ,  Al.varo J . ,  z ~ ~ ~ i ~ i t ~ t  ?,!en of Vest V i r g i n i a ,  
p7- , nee l inc j ,  Ti7. V a . ,  1 9 2 8 ,  c, 1890 

R o s s ,  'i.?illi.arn, Kest V i r g i n i a  Political Almanac, :~ic,rgantotm, W. Va. , 1958 -- . -- - - .- 






