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For 120 years  t h e  Ci ty  of Wheeling has owned, operated and maintained 
t h e  Centre Narket, and t h e  s t r u c t u r e  has  become a landmark t o  t he  people of 
t h e  c i t y  and surrounding communities. It i s  t he  only pub l i c  market i n  t h e  
a r e a  and the o l d e s t  municipal  bu i ld ing .  The market a l s o  se rves  a s  a  v i s i b l c  
reminder of a  l i f e s t y l e  no longer  p r a c t i c e d ,  where "going t o  market" was an 
i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of the d a i l y  r o u t i n e .  

Tne 1853 bu i ld ing  was designed by a r c h i t e c t  Thomas Pope a s  an open 
market.  The bu i ld ing  i s  of n e o - c l a s s i c a l  s t y l e  wi th  t h r e e  bays and s t r u c -  
t u r a l  c a s t  i r o n  Doric c o l u m s .  These columns were produced by t h e  Wheeling 
foundry of Hamilton and Rodgers, and each a l t e r n a t e  column serves  a s  a  down 
spout .  The roof i s  gabled,  and a t  t h e  southern  e l e v a t i o n  t h e r e  i s  a  b e l f r y  
complete wi th  b e l l .  Enclosed between columns by c inde r  b lock  cons t ruc t ion  
i n  t h e  twent ie th  century ,  t he  market has a l s o  been resh ingled  and has had 
a  concre te  f l o o r  added. The o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  arrangement was two a i s l e s ,  
w i th  vegetab le  vender s t a l l s  on each s i d e  and bu tche r s  occupying t h e  middle 
a r e a .  S t a l l s  of t he  264 f e e t  long b u i l d i n g  have more r e c e n t l y  been removed, 
making way f o r  walk-in r e f r i g e r a t o r s ,  r e f r i g e r a t e d  d i sp l ay  cases  and po r t a -  
b l e  t a b l e s .  

The 1890 open b r i c k ,  neo-Xomanesque s e c t i o n  has r e t a i n e d  much of i t s  
o r i g i n a l  appearance as  designed by Wheeling a r c h i t e c t  Edward B. Franzheim. 
Brick p i e r s  support t h e  hipped roof w i th  c r o s s  gables  and a  t h ree - foo t  over-  
hang. On the  e a s t  and west e l e v a t i o n s  t h e r e  a r e  c e n t r a l  arched openings 
w i t h  t e r r a  c o t t a  animal n e d a l l i o n s  f l ank ing  each. The o r i g i n a l  s l a t e  roof 
i s  now sh ingled ,  t h e  f l o o r  i s  conc re t e  and a t  t h e  no r the rn  bay a  wooden 
enc losure  was added a f t e r  1900 t o  house a  f i s h  market.  Curren t ly ,  t he  open 
1890 market i s  used only dur ing  t h e  warmer months, while  t h e  enclosed 1853 
bu i ld ing  houses t he  e n t i r e  ope ra t ion  dur ing  co ld  weather.  
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Centre Wheeling Market ha rks  back t o  days when the  c i t y  market p l ace  
was a  cen te r  of a c t i v i t y  of t he  community. Farmers from the  surrounding 
a r e a  found a  good w h o l e s a l e / r e t a i l  o u t l e t  f o r  t h e i r  f r e s h  vege tab le s  and 
r e c e n t l y  s laughtered  animals .  A t  a  time when p re se rva t ion  by chemical 
t reatment  o r  r e f r i g e r a t i o n  was unava i l ab l e  f o r  the  most p a r t ,  a  ready 
market was a  g r e a t  a s s e t  t o  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r i s t  of the  ou t ly ing  a rea .  

The commercial atmosphere of t h e  market p l ace  was w e l l  developed by 
mid-nineteenth century,  a n d n e e l i n g ' s  Centre  Market p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  on an organized b a s i s .  From medieval t imes the  market and 
f a i r  were s p e c i a l  occasions which brought people t oge the r .  This type  of 
municipal ga ther ing  p lace  f o s t e r e d  an exchange of ideas  a s  we l l  a s  of goods 
and money. It brought people t o g e t h e r  and served t o  d isseminate  t h e  l a t e s t  
word on every sub jec t .  

On market days t h e  Centre  Market was animated from e a r l y  morning t o  
l a t e  evening. Wagons, c a r t s ,  t h e  c r y  of hucks t e r s  c r ea t ed  an atmosphere 
of involvement between buyer and s e l l e r  which i s  hard ly  p reva len t  today. 
The vegetable  s t a l l s  a t  Lower Market were on t h e  s ides ,  and t h e  bu tche r s  
carved and so ld  i n  t h e  middle.  People passed and looked, t a lked  and 
purchased. The l i f e  of t h e  c i t y  was en l ivened ,  t he  farmers found a ready 
market, and urban l i f e  maintained a  g r e a t e r  con tac t  wi th  t h e  r u r a l  than i s  
a v a i l a b l e  today. 

Centre Market was a l s o  an a rena  f o r  p o l i t i c i a n s .  It was a  good p l ace  
t o  meet people and broadcast  i d e a s .  The bu i ld ings  have seen many r a l l i e s  
and much p o l i t i c k i n g  over t h e i r  cen tury  of ex i s t ence ,  bu t  t he  most famous 
meeting was he ld  on August 6 ,  1862. A l a r g e  a t tendance  and war l ike  
emotions made t h e  event important .  Franc is  H.  P ie rpont ,  Governor o f  t h e  
Restored Government of V i r g i n i a ,  made a  speech, and a  committee was 
appointed t o  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n s .  Of f i v e  r e s o l u t i o n s  unanimously adopted, 
one backed the  war e f f o r t  of t h e  Union, one repea ted  t h e  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i t >  
of secess ion ,  one denounced Senator  John S. C a r l i l e  of t h e  Restored Govern- 
ment a s  a  t r a i t o r  t o  t h e  Union cause and new statehood movement, one pro- 
moted r e c r u i t i n g  of Union t roops ,  and one expressed confidence i n  t h e  
admin i s t r a t i on  of t h e u n i t e d  S t a t e s  and the  Restored Government of V i rg in i a .  
The meeting adjourned wi th  t h r e e  cheers  f o r  t he  Union. 

The 1853 bu i ld ing  i s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  si,onificant, f o r  it  i s  be l ieved  
t o  be the  o l d e s t  i r o n  market house i n  t he  United S t a t e s .  Only one o t h e r  
such s t r u c t u r e  ex i s t ed  i n  1853, t h a t  be ing  i n  C inc inna t i ,  and t h a t  b u i l d i n g  

no longer s t ands .  Although the  1853 s e c t i o n  has been enclosed,  i t s  o ld  
l i n e s  a r e  s t i l l  v i s i b l e ,  and i t s  o r i g i n a l  c a s t  i r o n  Doric columns s t i l l  
support  t he  roof .  
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Centre Wheeling Market, then,  d i s p l a y s  a  des ign  which i s  unique, c a r r i e s  
on the  t r a d i t i o n  of "going t o  market," b r ings  the  farmer i n t o  the realm of 
commercial e n t e r p r i s e ,  and has  served a s  a  ga ther ing  p l ace  of p o l i t i c i a n s  and 
a  c e n t e r  of news d isseminat ion .  This  o l d e s t  Wheeling municipal  bu i ld ing  is  
a  landmark which i s  f u n c t i o n a l  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .  
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