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D E S C R I a E  THE PRESENT A N D  3 R I G I N A L  ( IF  KNOWN, PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Houiit de  Chantal  V i s i t a t i o n  Academy i s  a bu i ld ing  of f a s c i n a t i n g  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
s t y l e s ,  d e t a i l s  and c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  loca t ed  on a  b e a u t i f u l  t h i r t y - a c r e  s i t e .  The 
use  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  c l e a r l y  d i c t a t e d  t h e  e x t e r i o r  ornamentations which appear  t o  
have been s e l e c t e d  from a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p a t t e r n  books a v a i l a b l e  du r ing  t h e  1860 ' s .  
I n  one word, t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  a  good exanple of e c l e c t i c i s m .  The r e s u l t i n g  t r u l y  
J a e r i c a n  s t r u c t u r e  i s  d i s t i n c t i v e  and p l eas ing  i n  a ppearance. 

The o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e  is  composed of t h r e e  major p a r t s  connected by two 
r e c e s s e d  wings. Each major component has  s t r o n g  v e r t i c a l  l i n e s  which a r e  l i g h t e n e d  
by t he  g r a c e f u l  c u r v i l i n e a r  p a r a p e t s .  All f o u n d a t i o n s , a r e  n a t i v e  sands tone  w i t h  
f i v e  c o u r s e  common bond b r i c k  bea r ing  w a l l s  w i t h  wood j o i s t s .  The b r i c k s  were 
made on t h e  s i t e .  Heavy t imber  t r u s s e s  suppor t  the s l a t e  gab le  r o o f .  A 1 1  eaves  
are boxed and bracke ted .  P i l a s t e r s  a r e  prominent f e a t u r e s  OD_ t h e  major components 
which o r i g i n a l l y  had chimneys. 

The c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  v i s u a l l y  domiaates t h e  t o t a l  s t r u c t u r e .  T h i s  a r e a  s e r v e s  
as t h e  main e n t r a n c e  w i t h  p a r l o r s  and the  chapel  on the  f i r s t  s t o r y .  A two-stor ied 
c.  1410 b r i c k  porch extends t h e  e n t i r e  width.  The f i r s t  s t o r y  of  t h e  porch  i s  open 
w h i l e  t h e  second s t o r y  i s  enc losed  wi th  casenent  windows and c e n t e r  French door s  
opening on to  a sma l l  balcony.  The en t r ance  door ,  transom and s i d e  l i g h t s  are 
beveled ,  l eaded  g l a s s .  The door i s  f lanked  by l a r g e  s i x  over s i x  s a s h  windows w i t h  
2 a t  sur rounds .  The windows abdve t h e  porch have f l a t  surrounds w i t h  s i x  o v e r  six 
l i g h t s .  A n i n e  over  s i x  s a s h  semi-c i rcu lar  surround window i s  i n  t h e  a t t i c  area 
and h a s  smller "wegon-wheel" windows on e i t h e r  s i d e .  The o r n a t e  p a r a p e t  l i k e  its 
two c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  is  Boroque i n  s p i r i t .  The resemblance t o  miss ion  a r c h i c t u r e  of 
the southwes t  i s  s t r i k i n g .  A 'na jo r  octagon shu t t e r ed  cupola w i t h  a c r o s s  on  t o p  
rests on a f i f t e e n  l i g h t  base .  These windows providz n a t u r a l  l i g h t  t o  enter t h e  
non-vis ib le  dome below which is  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  chapel .  The r e a r  e l e v a t i o n  h a s  a 
wooden deco ra t ed  porch which s e r v e s  a s  a  d i r e c t  en t rance  t o  t h e  chape l .  Above 
t h e  porch i s  a  n i che  i n  t h e  b r i c k  wa l l .  

Tne two connect ing  wings a r e  o f f s e t  and simply t r e a t e d .  The f i r s t  s t o r y  
windows have  s t r a i g h t  surrounds wh i l e  t hose  above a r e  s e g e n t a l .  A l l  l i n t e l s  
a r e  wooden w i t h  i n c i s e d  des igns  which were added a t  a  l a t e r  d a t e  a s  were t h e  
roof  dormers.  The cupolas  w i th  c r o s s e s  compleoent the  n a i n  cupola  of  t h e  c e n t e r  
s e c t i o n .  

The c u s i c  h a l l  s e c t i o n  i s  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  t h r e e  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  windows 
w i t h  semi -c i r cu l a r  sur rounds .  The c .  1910 open two s t o r y  b r i c k  porch comple t e ly  
wraps around t h e  s e c t i o n .  It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t i c e  a l l  t h e  c. 1910 po rches  
have roof  o u t l i n e s  which copy t h e  o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g ' s  pa rape t s .  C i r c u l a r . f i r e  
e s c a ~ e s  a r e  inc luded  i n  t h i s  porch. Only t h r e e  sash  windows a r e  above t h e  
s t a i n e d  g l a s s  windows p l u s  one "wagon wheel" window i n  the  a t t i c .  The p a r a p e t  i s  
zga in  c u r v i l i n e a r  b u t  d i f f s r s  from t h e  c e n t e r  s e c t t o n  pa rape t .  

I 

A large c r a s s  i s  c s x t s r e d  o n  t he  f r o n t  ~ l e v a t i o ?  of th2 s h ? l y  t r e a t e d  p a r a p e t  
o f  t h2  sou th  u n i t .  Obviously, t h i s  e n t i r e  area  i s  f o r  the usa of t h e  S i s t e r s .  

SPEC - 
STAT 

Again f e n e s t r a t i o n  i s  d i f f e r e n t  w i th  f i v e  windows a c r o s s ,  wh i l e  t h e  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  
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has  s i x  and t h e  music h a l l  t h r e e .  An 1870 ' s  wooden decorated porch remains from 
a t u e  when t h e  S i s t e r s  were s t r i c t l y  c l o i s t e r s d  and requi red  c o a p l z t e  p r ivacy .  

The 1906 F ine  A r t s  a d d i t i o n  i s  connected by a  long enclosed c o r r i d o r  w i t h  a  
passage  wide enough f o r  t r u c k s  t o  d r i v e  through a t  ground l e v e l .  The lower windows 
i n  t h e  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  have s t o n e  keystones wi th  r a d i a t i n g  b r i c k  a r c h e s  i n  t h e  
sur rounds  w h i l e  t h e  upper windows a r e  a  v a r i a t i o n  of e l i p t i c a l  s t y l e .  I n  t h i s  
a r e a  t h e  b r i c k  bond is  d iagonal  Flemish w i t h  darker  colored b r i c k s  forming t h e  
"X" p a t t e r n .  The gab le  roof con ta ins  s k y l i g h t s .  

The 1908 "laundry bu i ld ing"  i s  a  n e a t l y  planned s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  p a t t e r n e d  b r i c k  and 
b r a c k e t s  a t  t h e  roof  l i n e .  It i s  connected t o  t he  main s t r u c t u r e  a t  ground l e v e l  
and t h e  t h i r d  s t o r y  l e v e l .  The f i n a l  a d d i t i o n  was completed i n  1972. It s e r v e s  as t h e  
l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  f o r  t h e  S i s t e r s .  Fo r tuna te ly ,  t h i s  two-story s t r u c t u r e  is  n o t  v e r y  
n o t i c a b l e  a s  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  was given t o  t h e  des ign  t o  m k e  i t  e i t h e r  sympathe t ic  o r  
complementary t o  t h e  main b u i l d i n g .  

The i n t e r i o r  of "The Mount" r e t a i n s  most of i t s  o r i g i n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  Few 
a l t e r a t i o n s  have been m d e  t o  room and c o r r l d o r  arrangements.  The windows c o n t a i n  
wooden louvered  s h u t t e r s ,  o r i g i n a l  woodwork su rv ives ,  and t h e  g e n e r a l  atmosphere 
i s  of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry .  O f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  a r e  t h e  Xineeling made Hobbs 
Brockunier  g a s o l i e r s  i n  one p a r l o r  and t h e  music h a l l .  Many p i e c e s  of  pe r iod  
f u r n i t u r e  a r e  s t i l l  i n  use .  The chapel ,  which s e a t s  two hundred people ,  i s  most 
appea l ing .  It has  a n  o l d  world c h a m  because of t h e  hand carved a l t a r s ,  l a r g e  
s t a i n e d  g l a s s  windows o n  t h r e e  w a l l s ,  p a i n t i n g s ,  s t a t u e s  , ba lcon ie s ,  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
p a i n t e d  w a l l  deco ra t ions ,  s imple pews, e l e c t r i f i e d  gas l i g h t s ,  and marquetry 
.c  loor ring. The e n t i r e  c e i l i n g ,  which a l s o  inc ludes  a  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  dorne, i s  
completely suppor ted  form t h e  f l o o r  above i t .  

The t h i r t y  a c r e s  of land  s e t  o f f  and complement t h e  b u i l d i n g  of  Mount d e  Chanta l .  
The main en t r ance  i s  narked by b r i c k  colmins wi th  a  paved d r i v e  t o  t h e  top  of  t h e  
h i l l .  A c i r c u l a r  d r i v e  i s  on f r o n t  of t h e  w i n  s t r u c t u r e  wh i l e  a d d i t i o n a l  r o a d s  
l e a d  t o  o t h e r  a r e a s .  There a r e  s e v e r a l  u t i l i t a r i a n  ou tbu i ld ings .  There i s  a l s o  
a s u b s t a n t i a l  c .  1910 s t u c c o  dwell ing which has  a  Spanish f l a v o r  des ign .  The 
grounds a r e  w e l l  ca red  f o r  and f lowers ,  t r e e s ,  shrubs ,  and e x t e n s i v e  1aw.s a b o m d ,  
There is  a l s o  a  s imple  gazebo, p l u s  s t a t u e r y ,  g r o t t o  of n a t u r a l  s t o n e s ,  and 
t e n n i s  c o u r t s .  

Th i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  i n  C a l l i n s '  1877 lvhesling Direc tory  i s  a s  t r u e  today as it 
was then: "The b u i l d i n g s ,  extending 250 f e e t  f r o n t ,  a r e  fine and spac ious ,  and 
su r rou r .ded  on every s i d e  by the  l o v e l i e s t  n a t u r a l  scenery. '!  
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I C i F I C  DATES 1 8 6 5  BUILDER/ARCHITECT C h a r l e s  F. B a r t h b e r g e r ,  a r c h i t e c t  B ishopVincen t  Whelan, b u i l d e r  d 

The l a r g e  and " c o m o d i u s "  b u i l d i n g  o f  EIount d e  Chan ta l  V i s i t a t i o n  Academy h a s  
g r a c e d  a Wheeling h i l l t o p  f o r  one  hundred and t h i r t e e n  y e a r s .  Wi th in  t h e s e  w a l l s  the 
S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  V i s i t a t i o n  have p rov ided  q u a l i t y  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  young women o f  a l l  
denomina t ions .  The s c h o o l  began i n  1845 i n  a downtown Wheeling b u i l d i n g  and  h a s  
c o n t i n u e d  I n  t h e  p z s s e n t  b u i l d i n g  d i k h  was com-,leted 2ii 1665. "The 1Ioa;:t': 32s 
a l w a y s  j e e n  r e g a r d e d  w i t h  n a s t a l g i c  p r i d e ,  and aou  is r l s c  rzccgni.zec? a s  a n  
i m p o r t a n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  landmark.  The s t y l e  does  n o t  f i t  a  s p e c i f i c  c a t e g o r y  o r  
mode; i t  i s ,  h o w e v e r , e ~ l e ~ t i ~ V i c t o r i a n ,  and v e r y  American. The u s e s  o f  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  d i c t a t e d  t h e  ornament o f  t h e  e x t e r i o r .  The main f a c a d e  is  d i v i d e d  i n t o  
t h r e e  major  components w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  f e n e s t r a t i o n s  d e f i n i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l  u s e s  
t r i t h i n ;  academy, main e n t r a n c e  with p s r l o r s  and c h a p e l ,  and monas te ry .  The e n t i r e  
c o n p l e s  i s  i n  a  p a r k - l i k e  s e t t i n g  o f  t h i r t y  a c r e s .  

A small band of e i g h t  V i s i t a t i o n  S i s t z r s  a r r i v e d  i n  Wheeling,  V i r g i n i a  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a s c h o o l  a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  Nost .  Rev. Vincent  P .  Xhelan,  B ishop  
o f  Richnond. They opened t h e i r  s c h o o l  i n  d o ~ . m t o m  iTneelin3 on Clonday, A p r i l  1 0 ,  
1848.  Wheeling was a  b u s t l i n g  community o f  e i g h t e e n  thousan6 p e o p l e ,  t h r i v i n g  as 
t h e  w e s t e r n  t e rminus  o f  t h e  R a t i o n a l  Road and as a  U.S. P o r t  o f  E n t r y  o n  the Ohio 
R i v e r .  

As t h e  s c h o o l  p r o s p e r e d  and grew, s o  d i d  k e e l i n g .  Tie f i r s t  b r i c ige  a c r o s s  t h e  
Ohio R i v e r  was e r e c t e d  znd Wheeling became t h e i i s - s t e r n t e r n i n u s  o f  t h ?  B a l t i m o r e  and 
Ohio U i l r o a d .  S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  C i v i l  War began w i t h  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  
! \ . e e l i n g  d i v i d e d  i n  l o y a l t y  f o r  o r  a g a i n s t  t h e  Union. The s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  
p r i i n a r i l y  f rom t h e  South,  b u t  t h e r e  were  t h o s e  who suppor ted  t h e  Union c a u s e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  
S i s t e r s  and  s t u d e n t s  a l i k e  were  f o r b i d d m  t c  d i s c u s s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s .  By 1863, 
t h e r e  was a demand f o r  expanding t h e  s c h o o l  p l u s  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  o p e r a t i n g  a 
school  i n  a c i t y  teeming w i t h . s o i d i e r s -  T h i s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  a one 
hundred a c r e  f a m  l o c a t e d  i m a e d i a t e l y  e a s t  o f  t h e  c i t y  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  M r .  C h a r l e s  F. 
S a r t h b e r g e r ,  an a r c h i t e c t  from P i t t s b u r g h , d r e w  up t h e  p l a n s .  The s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  
b u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  was t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  Bishop Whelan. I n  J u l y  1865, t h e  
S i s t e r s  moved i n t o  t h e i r  new b u i l d i n g ,  r e p o r t e d l y  u s i n g  c o n v e r t e d  C i v i l  War ambulance  
wagons f o r  t h e i r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  The s c h o o l  appeared t o  b e  t y p i c a l  o f  e a r l y  
V i c t o r i a n  b o a r d i n g - f i n i s h i n g  s c h o o l s ,  b o t h  i n  c u r r i c u l m  and f a c i l i t i e s .  S t u d e n t s  
x 2 r 2  g i v e n  t h e  advan tages  o f  c l a s s i c a l  c o u r s e s ,  m a t h e m t i c s  and t h e  f i n s  a r t s .  
3=ro?% ezphasis was p l a c e d  on mus ic ,  wh ich  i s  s t i l l  t r u e  today .  T n r  g r o u n d s  w e r e  
~ q d i p r e d  f o r  o u t d o o r  a c t i v i t i e s  which i n c l u d e d  a  r i d i n g  c o u r s e .  Basic f o o d s  were - . - - T i -  I 

- .  - - -  b:- r h z  :zrd+ns, orcfi.;.rds and d z i r T - ,  211 o f  vfiic?. ::.-ere l o c a t s d  o n  t h e  g r o u n d s .  
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Fe:.i ckanges were lcade t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  rmtil the  twen t i e th  c e n t u r y .  A f i n e  a r t s  
wing was added i n  1906 which i n  i t s e l f  i s  arch i tec tura l1 .y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  A l a r g e  
u t i l i t y  b u i l d i n g  was added a t  t h e  r e a r  i n  1908. It is  a p l a i n  b u t  n i c e  b u i l d i n g .  
It w a s  du r ing  t h i s  e r a  a l s o  t h a t  c o l l e g e  prepara tory  courses  were emphasized t o  
meet the t rend  of the  t imes .  During t h e  depress ion ,  s tuden t  en ro l lmen t  d r a m a t i c a l l y  
dropped and f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  were ex~e r i e r r ced  a s  they  were fo l lowing '  t h e  
C i v i l  War. 

I n  t h e  e a r l y  1950's  s i x t y  a c r e s  of farmland were s o l d  t o  t h e  Bishop o f  t h e  
Diocese f o r  t h e  s i t e  of Wheeling College.  Addi t iona l  land was s o l d  t o  the West 
V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  Highway Comnission f o r  a  major east-west I n t e r s t a t e ,  1-70. 
F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  school  s t r u c t u r e  i s  s t i l l  surrounded on a l l  s i d e s  by  its own 
ho ld ings .  

The School enjoyed an  upward enrol l rcent  dur ing  t h e  19601s,  b u t  at t h e  
same time t h e  cond i t i on  of  t h e  S i s t e r s '  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  cont inued  t o  d e t e r i o r a t e .  
The d e c i s i o n  w a s  made t o  b u i l d  a new wing. This  l a s t  major a d d i t i o n  was 
completed i n  1972; i t  i s  p r a c t i c a l  b u t  does no t  add t o  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  q u a l i t i e s  
of the main s t r u c t u r e .  

Today, Nount de Chantal  V i s i t a t i o n  Academy cont inues  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  a c c o l a d e s  
o f  t h e  community. S tudents  s t i l l  en joy  q u a l i t y  educat ion.  The r e s i d e n t  and 
day s t u d e n t s  use the  sane  chape l ,  e n t e r t a i n  i n  t he  same p a r l o r s ,  en joy  programs i n  
t h e  sane music h a l l  and p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  of t h e i r  p r e d e c e s s o r s  of 
ove r  a  cen tu ry  ago.  "Tne Xount" i s  monmenta l  bu i ld ing  i n  a b e a u t l f u l  s e t t i n g .  
I t  i s  c o s t l y  t o  main ta in ,  b u t  b e a u t i f u l  t o  behold .  



Unpubl i shed  d o c m e n t s  from t h e  A r c h i v e s  and Mount d e  C h a n t a l  Acadeny and  Convent.  
Xevton, J .  H . ,  C .  C .  Nicholds ,  and A .  C. S p r a n U e ,  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Panhandle ,  Ohio ,  

Brooks, Hancock and H a r s h a l l  Wheeling,  West V i r g i n i a :  J .  A .  C a l d w e l l ,  - 
1873 ,  pages  218 and 219 I l l u s t r a t e d  A t l a s  of t h e  Upper Ohio R i v e r  a n d  
V a l l e y  

The V h e e l i n g  D a i l y  R e g i s t e r ,  A p r i l  21 ,  1865 ;  June  1865; S a t u r d a y  Morning 
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V E R B A L  BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

P r o p e r t y  is bound by Fiheeling C o l l e g e  on  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  by I n t e r s t a t e  70 on the 
;ou thwes t ,  by Wheeling Creek o n  t h e  n o r t h  and n o r t h w e s t ,  and by Washington Avenue on the 
3 n 4 s n ~ l t h ~ a q t  
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STATE CODE C O U N N  CODE 

N A V E  ' TITLE Sister Mary Helen O'Brien 
Mrs. Robert  Niller 

O R G A S I W T I S P J  DATE 

Mount d~ C h a u a l  V i s i t a d  ~n .-cad, O ~ V  304/233-3771 
C i T t  ti! TOWN ' STATE 

Wheeling LV 26003 

:.z ~4 S T A E  HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE O F  THIS P R O P E R T Y  WITHIN T H E  STATE IS: 

As ;he des~gnated Stare Histor~c Preservailon Officer for tne N a z ~ o n a i  Historic Preservai~on Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
ht.:nby ncminate th is  property for inclusion in the Nat~onel Regls~er and centfy that  it h a s  been evaluated according to the 
ciireria and set forth by t h e  National Park Serv~ce 
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August 19 ,  1865; Wednesday Norning, August 23, 1865 
C a l l i n ' s  Nhee l ing  D i r e c t o r y ,  1 8 7 7 ,  page 233 The Daily I r i t s l l i g e n c e r ,  8 / 2 / 1 8 6 4 ;  5 / 2 2 / 1 8 6 4  
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Mt. de ~hantal Academy, Wheeling, Ohio County, West Virginia 

C O N T I  NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 1 0  PAGE 2 

The nominated boundaries of Mt. de Chantal Academy consist of 
landscaped grounds immediately surrounding the building, specifically 
the land fronting upon the building at its southeast elevation con- 
taining the oval driveway/approach, and parkland adjacent to the 
building on the northwest, northeast, and southwest elevations at 
a radial distance of approximately 250 feet. In a general context, 
Mt. de Chantal is situated at approximately mid-point between 
Wheeling College on the northeast and Interstate 70 on the southwest, 
and between Wheeling Creek on the north and northwest, and Washington 
Avenue on the southeast. 








