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NAME 
HISTORIC S t e w a r t ,  Dav id ,  Farm; Whi te ,  Mrs. R o b e r t ,  House 

. -. - 
AND/OR COMMON 

Rock V a l l e y  Farm 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Dallas P i k e ,  County Rou te  43 -NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Dallas 2 VICINITY OF F i r s t  
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

West V i r g i n i a  5 4 Ohio 0 69 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 

-DISTRICT -PUBLIC XOCCUPIED 

X_BUILDING(S) XPRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK I N  PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS X Y E S .  RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES. UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

PRESENT USE 

XAGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY -OTHER: 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

M r .  and Mrs. W i l l i a m  A .  C h i l d e r s  
- - - 

STREET & NUMBER 

R . D .  #1, Box 144 
. -.. 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

VICINITY OF West V i r e ' n i  0 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

STREET & NUMBER 

City-County  -- B u i l d i n g ,  1200 Chap l ine  S t r e e t  
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Wheel ing  West Virginia  

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
T ~ T L E  

---- 
DATE 

-FEDERAL -STATE -COUNN -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TO'*VN STATE 



DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N  CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE 

X A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

------ --------- 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( I F  KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The name Rock V a l l e y  Farm i s  e m i n e n t l y  s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h i s  s t o u t  
s t o n e  fa rmhouse  t h a t  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  a b o u t  1812  on  a k n o l l  o v e r l o o k i n g  
r i s e s ,  f a l l s  and f o l d s  a l o n g  t h e  A p p a l a c h i a n  P l a t e a u  n e a r  t h e  b o r d e r  
be tween  West V i r g i n i a  and ~ e n n s ~ l v a h a .  Not o n l y  a r e  l a r g e  and small 
b l o c k s  of  r o u g h l y  coursed  s a n d s t o n e  l a i d  w e l l  t o  form t h e  d w e l l i n g ,  
b u t  huge b o u l d e r s  and o u t c r o p p i n g s  n e a r b y  a t t e s t  t o  strata u n d e r l y i n g  
t h e  s o i l .  

S t y l e  w a s  n o t  a n  o b v i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  p l a n  o f  Rock V a l l e y  
Farm. While it c o n t a i n s  e l e m e n t s  common t o  t h e  e r a ,  t h i s  r e c t a n g u l a r ,  
s i n g l e - p i l e ,  c e n t e r - h a l l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  two s t o r i e s  p l u s  basement  w i t h  
a o n e - s t o r y  e l l  i s  somewhat b u l k y  and  r a t h e r  s e v e r e  i n  d e s i g n .  Win- 
dows o n  t h e  second f l o o r  o f  t h e  f i v e - b a y  f r o n t  a r e  crowded a g a i n s t  a 
f r i e z e  boa rd  and  c o r n i c e  and t h e  g a b l e  ends  a r e  w i t h o u t  open ings .  
Y e t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  a t t r a c t i v e  i n  a s o l i d  way, w i t h  i t s  l a r g e  c o r n e r  
s t o n e s  r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  q u o i n s  and  i t s  keys toned  l i n t e l s  on  t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r  r u g g e d l y  d e c o r a t i v e .  P e r h a p s  most  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  be 
a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  method o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  however,  where a n  a p p r o x i -  
m a t e l y  f o u r  i n c h  a i r  p o c k e t  i s  l o c a t e d  between s e p a r a t e  and  d i s t i n c t  
i n n e r  a n d  o u t e r  w a l l s  o f  a b o u t  e i g h t  i n c h  t h i c k n e s s  t h a t  s i t  a t o p  a 

l s o l i d  f o u n d a t i o n .  

Bo th  i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r  f e a x u r e s  ar2 now r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  
e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t y l e  changes  o f  l a t e  n i n e t e e r - 3  and e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  
c e n t u r i e s .  S t o n e  chimneys w i t h  d r i p  c o u r s e s  r e t a i n  o r i g i n a l  c h a r a c t e r  
and  r e t u r n  c o r n i c e s  a r e  s t i l l  a t  t h e  g a b l e s ,  bit windows a r e  now 2/2 
double-hung s a s h  ( p r o b a b l y  6/6 i n i t i a l l y )  2nd d o o r s  i n c l u d e  g l a s s  
p z n e l s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  a o n e - s t o r y  p o r c h ,  w i th  t u r n e d  p o s t s  
and  b a l u s t e r s  and a l a t t i c e - w o r k  i n f i l l  a t  basement l e v e l ,  a c r o s s  t h e  
f r o n t  ( s o u t h )  and a l o n g  most  o f  t h e  w e s t  s i 2 e .  I t  i s  t h i s  po rch  and  
t h e  c o r n i c e s  t h a t  p r o v i d e  p r i m a r y  e x t e r n a l  r 2 l i e f  f e a t u r e s  and  combine 
w i t h  t h e  s tonework  i t s e l f  t o  form what d e c o r a t i v e  e l e m e n t s  t h e r e  a r e  
o n  t h e  o u t s i d e .  

While t h e  i n t e r i o r  h a s  changed i n  t y p e s  and s t y l e s  o f  w a l l  
c o v e r i n g s ,  c e i l i n g  m a t e r i a l s  and m a n t e l  d e s i g n s  t o  a n  e x t e n t ,  b a s i c  
o u t l i n e s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r ema in .  Wide-board f l o o r i n g  i s  s t i l l  e v i d e n t  
t h r o u g h o u t  ( e x c e p t  Fn t h e  c e n t e r  h a l l ) ;  t h e  p l e a s l n g - c h a r a c t e r  o f  an 
o p e n - w e l l ,  two-run s t a i r  w i t h  w e l l - p r o p o r t i o n e d  b a l u s t e r s  and r a i l  h a s  
b e e n  r e t a i n e d ;  and  e x c e l l e n t  ( if s i m p l e )  workmanship i s  n o t i c e a b l e  i n  
w a l n u t  d o o r s  of  p r e s s e s  o r  c l o s e t s .  

Majo r  a l t e r a t i o n s  have  cone  a b o u t  i n  t h e  form o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n s  
and  a c r e t i o n s  o f  f rame s e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  main s t o n e  h o u s e .  
D u r i n g  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  and e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  a second f l o o r  
was added  above  t h e  o l d  o n e - s t o r y  k i t c h e n  a r e a ,  a winding  s ta i r  w a s  
i n s t a l l e d  b e s i d e  t h e  l a r g e  f i r e p l a c e ,  and  a doub le  window w a s  p u t  
i n t o  a s i d e  w a l l .  Access  t o  t h e  u p s t a i r s  o f  t h e  frame p a r t  i s  a l s o  
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a v a i l a b l e  through a  doorway from t h e  s ta i r  l and ing  of  t h e  main s e c t i o n .  
Porches t h a t  had been b u i l t  on t h e  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  e l l  were enclosed at  
v a r i o u s  t imes  t o  form what a r e  now a commodious d i n i n g  room and k i t c h e n  
on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  wi th  bathroom f a c i l i t i e s  above, Such changes have 
a l lowed f o r  p r o v i s i o n  of  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  c e n t r a l  h e a t i n g  and i n t e r i o r  
plumbing i n  t h i s  c e n t u r y ,  b u t  by u s i n g  a d d i t i o n s  and adap t ing  con- 
s t r u c t i o n  f e a t u r e s  of  t h e  o l d  s t o n e  house,  fundamental i n t e g r i t y  has  
been a s s u r e d .  

Because it  has been a n  o p e r a t i n g  farm f o r  over 150 y e a r s ,  need 
f o r  numerous ou tbu i ld ings  and dependencies has been cont inuous.  A l -  
though t h e  v a r i e t y  r e q u i r e d  i n  t h e  n ine t een th  cen tu ry  has diminished,  
Rock V a l l e y  Farm does r e t a i n  a few e a r l y  s t r u c t u r e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a 
spr inghouse  wi th  workshop above,  c o r n c r i b ,  washhouse and o l d  barn.  
The spr inghouse i s  b u i l t  o f  sands tone  and s t ands  about 100  f e e t  from 
t h e  southwest  co rne r  of t h e  dwel l ing .  The frame workshop a t o p  it 
has  a p p a r e n t l y  been used for a l o n g  per iod  f o r  such t h i n g s  as r e p a i r -  
i n g  farm machinery. Bes ides  t h e s e  o u t b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  complex i n c l u d e s  
a l a r g e  modern barn  and garage .  



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

.HISTOHIC 

-1 400-1499 

-1 500-1 599 

-1 600-1 699 

-1 700-1 799 

X 1 8 0 0 -  1899 

X 1 9 0 0 -  

AREAS OF SlGNiFlCANCE - -  CHECK A N D  JUSTIFY BELOW 

A R C H E O L O G Y - P R E H I S T O R I C  -COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANOSCAPE ARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 

A R C H E O L O G Y - h l S T O R I C  -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 

XAGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

XARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION -MILITARY - S O C I A U H U M A N I T A R i A N  

4 R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

-COMMERCE -EXPLORATION;SEIILEfvlERT -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

xo Xjocaf E R  (SP CIF f i i s t o r y  ) 

. . 

SPECIFIC DATES c , 1 9 1  2 BUILDEWARCHITECT James and David S t e w a r t  - 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Al though  n o t  n o t e d  f o r  a n y  s p s c i a l  impor tance  beyond i t s  l o c a l  
a r e a ,  Rock V a l l e y  Farm, l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  h i l l s  o f  e a s t e r n  Ohio County ,  
West V i r g i n i a ,  i s  n o n e t h e l e s s  s i g n i f i c a n t  because  i t  remains  as a good 
example o f  a s u b s t a n t i a l  farmhouse e r e c t e d  by a n  e a r l y  a g r i c u l t u r i s t  
f a m i l y  which s o u g h t  t o  p r o v i d e  some measure of a l i v e l i h o o d  based  upon 
independence  o n  t h e  t h e n  s p a r s e l y  p o p u l a t e d  Appalachian  P l a t e a u .  O f  
e q u a l ,  i f  n o t  g r e a t e r ,  impor tance  i s  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t e c h n i q u e  u s e d :  
a n  i n s u l a t i n g  a i r  p o c k e t  between s e p a r a t e  i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r  w a l l s .  

James S t e w a r t ,  descendan t  o f  a S c o t c h - I r i s h  l i n e ,  had moved t o  
w e s t e r n  P e n n s y l v a n i a  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  
and  i n  1790 p u r c h a s e d  400 a c r e s  o f  l a n d  i n  Ohio County, ( w e s t )  
V i r g i n i a .  I t  w a s  t h i s  l a n d  t h a t  he  and h i s  family developed i n t o  a 
p r o d u c t i v e  farm i n  e n s u i n g  y e a r s ,  and  i t  w a s  on t h i s  p r o p e r t y  t h a t  h e  
and  h i s  s o n  David b u i l t  t h e i r  f i n e  s t o n e  d w l l i n g  around 1812. They 
c h o s e  a w e l l - d r a i n e d  s i t e  on  a k n o l l  o v e r l s s c i - g  c l e a r e d  h i l l s  a n d  
made u s e  of n e a r b y  2nd r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  s z r d s t o n e  and t i m b e r .  The 
house  t o o k  o n  a n  L-shaped a p p e a r a n c e ,  w i t h  a f u l l ,  s o l i d - w a l l  b a s e -  
ment  b e n e a t h  t h e  t w o - s t o r y  main s e c t i o n .  3221 walls w i t h  a n  a i r s p a c e  
be tween were  e r e c t e d  a t o p  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n ,  ig rming  two a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
e i g h t  i n c h  s t o n e  enve lopes  around a f o u r  inck t h i c k  gap t h a t  h a s  s i n c e  
s e r v e d  as a n  e x c e l l e n t  i n s u l a t o r .  J u s t  w n ; ~  t h i s  t s c h n i q u e  w a s  em- 
p l o y e d  i s  n o t  r e a d i l y  a p p a r e n t  t o d a y ;  no s x x c t u r e s  of  similar d e s i g n  
have  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  ( t h e r e  a r e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  h e r e  t o  
methods u s e d  i n  l a t e r  c o b b l e s t o n e  h o u s e s  a l o n g  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  Lake 
O n t a r i o  i n  New York) .  l ' i e v e r t h e l e s s ,  s o l i d a r i t y  o f  s tonework ,  t r u e n e s s  
o f  l i n e s ,  p r a c t i c a l i t y  and c o n t i n u e d  u s e f u l ~ ~ e a s  a t t e s t  t o  a soundness  
i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  b u i l d  i n  t h i s  manner.  

David S t e w a r t  w a s  a f a r m e r  o f  means,  an2 by h i s  d e a t h  i n  t h e  1850s  
h e  had  l e f t  a mark o n  h i s  community. E s p e c i a i l y  i m p o r t a n t  w a s  h i s  r o l e  
i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a c h u r c h  i n  n e a r b y  Plest Union ( 2 a l l a s ) ,  f o r  n o t  o n l y  
w a s  h e  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  o b t a i n i n g  l a ~ d  upon which t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
Church w a s  b u i l t ,  b u t  he  s e r v e d  i t  as a t r u s t e e  and e l d e r  f o r  many 
y e a r s ,  w a s  Sunday s c h o o l  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  and o f f e r e d  s 7 e c i a l  b e q u e s t s  
and l o a n s  t o  m i n i s t e r s  as s u s t e n a n c e .  David rvas a l s o  a n  i n v e s t o r  i n  
i n t e r n a l  improvements;  h i s  w i l l  i n d i c a t e s  he  h e l d  s t o c k  i n  Hempfield 
R a i l r o a d  Company, a c o r p o r a t i o n  t h a t  con templa ted  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a 
l i n e  from t h e  B a l t i m o r e  and Ohio t e r m i n u s  a t  Wheeling t o  Greensburg ,  
P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  and by 1871 i t  w a s  comple ted  t o  Washington, P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  
and  became t h e  Hempfield Branch o f  t h e  B&0, 
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S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War t h e  farm p a s s e d  from S t e w a r t  hands  
t o  f a m i l i e s  named Henderson  and Moss,  f i n a l l y  b e i n g  purchased  a t  a 
t r u s t e e ' s  s a l e  on  t h e  s t e p s  o f  Ohio C o u n t y ' s  c o u r t h o u s e  i n  1890 b y  
W i l l i a m  Buchanan, a man whose d e s c e n d a n t s  r e t a i n  ownership  t o d a y .  It 
was Buchanan who u n d e r t o o k  m a j o r  r e p a i r s  and r e n o v a t i o n s  t o  d w e l l i n g  
and o u t b u i l d i n g s ;  he added a new s l a t e  r o o f ,  f rame s e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  r e a r ,  
and  f r o n t  and s i d e  p o r c h e s .  G e n e r a l  f a r m i n g  occup ied  much o f  M r .  
Buchanan ' s  t i m e ,  as w e l l  as t h a t  o f  R o b e r t  White ,  h i s  son- in- law who 
l i v e d  h e r e  a f t e r  1907 and whose w i f e  l a t e r  w a s  deeded t h e  p r o p e r t y .  
While  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  on d a i r y  f a r m i n g  f o r  t h e  l o c a l  m a r k e t ,  t h e  f a m i l y  
grew w h e a t ,  c o r n ,  h a y ,  o a t s  and a l s o  r a i s e d  hogs .  Both Buchanan and 
White  w e r e . l e a d e r s  i n  community work, t h e  f o r m e r  h a v i n g  been  a f o u n d e r  
and  d i r e c t o r  o f  what i s  now t h e  F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  Bank o f  Elm Grove and  
t h e  l a t t e r  h a v i n g  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s  as p l a y i n g  c o r n e t  i n  
t h e  Dallas band and s e r v i n g  o n  e l e c t i o n  b o a r d s .  Rober t  Mhite w a s  a l s o  
a d i r e c t o r  and t r e a s u r e r  o f  a l o c a l  c e m e t e r y ,  l ong- t ime  p r e s i d e n t  o f  
t h e  Ohio County Farm S u r e a u  and s o i l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  s e r v i c e ,  and a mem- 
b e r ,  f o r  f i f t y  y e a r s ,  o f  s e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  Dallas P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church.  

Rock V a l l e y  Farm h a s  a l s o  been  a s o c i a l  c e n t e r  o f  s o r t s ,  h o s t i n g  
numerous weddings and r e c e p t i o n s  from t h a t  o f  David S t e w a r t ' s  d a u g h t e r  
i n  t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t o  t h a t  o f  a d a u g h t e r  o f  d o b e r t  and  
Clara White i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  The house  h a s  been  a f o c a l  
p o i n t  o f  " m o d e r n i z a t i o n "  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  t o o ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  i r o n  c o o k i n g  
s t o v e  i s  s a i d  t o  have  l u r e d  n e i g h b o r s  who were somewhat h e s i t a n t  t o  go 
n e a r  i t ,  and b e f o r e  " r e a l "  e l e c t r i c i t y  was a v a i l a b l e  i n  1930,  a c e t y l e n e  
l i g h t s  were used  and l a t e r  r e p l a c e d  b y  a Delco b a t t e r y  sys tem.  Zven 
w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  such  i t e m s  t h a t  make l i v i n g  e a s i e r ,  t h e  o l d  
d w e l l i n g  r e t a i n s  b a s i c  c h a r a c t e r  and i n t e g r i t y  i n s t i l l e d  a b o u t  1812 ,  
a c h a r a c t e r  y e t  e v i d e n t  i n  wooden t r e e n a i l s  o f  basement j o i s t s  and  t h e  
p a t i n a  o f  plumb s a n d s t o n e  walls. 
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M A J O R  BIBLIOGKAPHICAL REPERENCSS ( c o n t i n u e d )  : 

Wheeling ( W . V a .  ) News-Regis te r ,  A p r i l  8 ,  1976. 

Wheel ing ,  W . V a .  Ohio County Cour thouse .  Deed Books 2 ,  15, 21,  5 0 ,  
78. and 83. Deed o f  T r u s t  Book 24. W i l l  Book 3. 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESC!IIPTIOW ( c o n t i n u e d )  : 

d i r e c t i o n  t o  a f e n c e l i n e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  150  f e e t  e a s t  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  
no r thward  a l o n g  t h a t  l i n e  a b o u t  100  f e e t  t o  a p o i n t  n o r t h  o f  t h e  o l d  
b a r n ,  t h e n  westward a l o n g  t h e  r i d g e  l i n e  beh ind  t h e  c o r n c r i b  t o  a n  
a r e a  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  50  f e e t  w e s t  o f  t h a t  s t r u c t u r e ,  and t h e n  sou thward  
t o  a p o i n t  a b o u t  20 f e e t  wes t  of t h e  newer b a r n  n e a r  t h e  s p r i n g h o u s e  
( s e e  accompanying map). Also  i n c l u d e d  i s  t h e  a c c e s s  road  t h a t  r u n s  
from t h e  house  a b o u t  2 m i l e  t o  t h e  Dallas P i k e  (County d o u t e  43). 
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