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The Oglebay I n s t i t u t e  hlansion Museum d a t e s  frorn the  second q u a r t e r  of  t h e  1 9 t h  
century  and probably was b u i l t  about  1845. The h i s t o r y  of t h e  bu i ld ing  and ad- 
d i t i o n s  can be d i v i l e d  i n t o  t h r s e  phases.  

O r i g i ~ a l l y  t h e  b r i ck  house, i n  t h e  Greek r e v i v a l  s t y l e ,  was a  r e c t a n g u l a r  
t w o - s t o q  s t r u c t u r e  s i t t i n g  on a  c u t  s t o n e  foundat ion wl th  a  f i v e  bay facade.  The 
p l a i n  c u t  s t o n e  l i n t e l s  and s i l ls  and w a l l  s u r f a c e s  a r e  smooth and t h e r e  is 
symmetq throughout.  Brick wa l l s  a r e  i n  f lemish  bond and t h e  bu i ld ing  i s  capped 
wi th  a median p i t c h  hipped roof .  Surviving e x t e r i o r  d e t a i l s  from t h e  o r i g i m l  
b u i l d i n g  inc lude  windows wi th  6/6 sa sh  arrangements s e t  i n  t h i n  mul l ions  and i r o n  
g r a t i n g s  on s i d e  and r e a r  basement windows. The main f r o n t  door is  recessed  i n t o  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  and o r i g i n a l l y  contained a  transorn wi th  s i d e  l i g h t .  

The i n t e r i o r  £ollo~nrs t h e  c e n t e r  h a l l  f l m r  p l an  \;it!i foclr roocs t c  each f l o o r ,  
and e x t e r i o r  doors  a t  botll ends of t h e  main h a l l .  Tile s ta i rway has a landing  a t  
t h e  back of  t h e  h a l l  with a  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  second f l o o r  hallway. I n t e r i o r  w a l l s  
a r e  b r i c k  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  wi th  wooden p a r t i t i o n s  throughout most of t h e  second. 
The only  f e a t u r e  n o t  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  symmetry of t h e  house i s  a s i d e  h a l l  a t  
t h e  l e f t  of t h e  bu i ld ing  l ead ing  o r i g i n a l l y  from t h e  main h a l l  t o  a  c a r r i a g e  en- 
t r a n c e  on t h e  s i d e .  I n t e r i o r  chimneys a r e  shared by f r o n t  and back rooms of  t h e  
house. O r i g i n a l  woodwork su rv ives  i n t a c t  i n  a l l  rooms b u t  t h e  d in ing  room. P ine  
was used and it has always been pa in t ed .  Window frames a r e  massive wi th  framing 
running t o  t h e  f l o o r  with a n  i n s e t  pane l  below t h e  si l l .  Door frames a r e  s e t  
s p m e t r i c a l l y  between rooms and hallways. The f r a ~ , e s  t a p e r  i n  a greek key des ign  
on t h e  h a l l  s i d e  o f  t he -door ,  I n t e r i o r  doors  a r e  of two h o r i z o n t a l  ~ a n e l s  and a 
corresponding panel  i s  repeated on t h e  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  door frame. Yante ls  a r e  
simply wiL& ogee moldings. The o r i g i n a l  house has  an excavated basexent  on ly  
under t h e  r e a r  l e f t  room and t h e  back h a l f  o f  t h e  main h a l l ,  

The second phase i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  of t h e  Mansion began i n  
1856 when a  number of  changes were made i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  bu i ld ing  and a  l a r g e  wing 
was added t o  t h e  r i g h t  r e a r  of t h e  house. This  r e c t a n g u l a r  a d d i t i o n  conta ined  a 
k i t c h e n ,  back h a l l ,  pan t ry  and back s t a i r s  w i t h  two bedrooms on t h e  second f l o o r .  
This  wing included a  f u l l  basement wiL& two rooms and a  h a l l .  The b r i c k  is  l a i d  
i n  common bond 6/1 and t h e  bu i ld ing  i s  topped by a  low p i t ched  h i p  r o o f .  The base- 
ment l e v e l  because of t h e  s lope  of  t h e  l and  behind t h e  Mansion is  a lmost  completely 
ex2oscd and has f u l l  windows. The b r i c k  w a l l s  run  dotn  t o  a  s tone  foundat ion  j u s t  
below t h e  basement window s i l l s .  The windows inc luding  basement a r e  6/6. S l i g h t l y  
arched b r i c k  l i n t e l s  top  openings i n  t h i s  a d d i t i o n  wi th  c u t  s tone  s i l l s .  

Some o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  woodwork s u r v i v e s  inc luding  s i m p l i f i e d  v e r s i o n s  of t h e  
massive window framing found i n  t h e  o l d e r  f r o n t  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  house. Frames go 
t o  t h e  f l o o r  wi th  a  pane l  under t h e  window. One chimney on t h e  back w a l l  se rved  
t h e  f i r e p l a c e  i n  t h e  basement, k i t chen  and  one bedroom above. Also included i n  
t h e  changes of 1856, according t o  t r a d i t i o n ,  were whi te  marble mantels  i n  t h e  two 
p a r l o r s  a t  t h e  f r o n t  of  t h e  house. A d e c o r a t i v e  p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g  was i n s t a l l e d  i n  
t h e  f r o n t  r i g h t  hand p a r l o r  dur ing  t h i s  pe r iod .  
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I t  is not  known when t h e  house f i r s t  had a  porch. By 1879 a  porch had been  
added t o  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  bu i ld ing ,  when t h e  f i r s t  known p i c t u r e s  of t h e  Mansion 
were publ i shed  i n  The History of t h e  Pan Handle, West Vi rg in ia .  

The t h i r d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  changes began i n  1901. The bui ld ing  was purchased by 
E. W. Oglebay who undertook a complete renovat ion  of t h e  Mansion. The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
f i r m  o f  Franzheim and Klieves of Wheeling, between 1901 and 1905, transformed t h e  
e x t e r i o r  and p o r t i o n s  of t h e  i n t e r i o r  of  t h e  b u i l d i ~ g  i n  t h e  neo-c lass ica l  Reviva l  
mode. The fo l lowing  a d d i t i o n s  and a l t e r a t i o n s  were made t o  t h e  bui ld ing  i n  ap- 
proximate chronologica l  o rde r .  A morning room was added t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  d i n i n g  
room, t h e  back r i g h t  s i d e  roop of t h e  o r i g i n a l  r ec t angu la r  bu i ld ing ,  by removing 
t;:e s i d e  w a l l  and adding an a d d i t i o n  doubling t h e  s i z e  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  room. A t  
t h e  samz time t h e  f r o n t  porch was extended around both s i d e s  of t h e  house. ':lie 
s u 2 p r t . s  on t h e  f r o n t  porch were changed from square p o s t s  t o  f l u t e d  columns w i t h  
c a p i t a l s .  The c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  of t he  f r o n t  porch was removed and a  two-story 
columned p o r t i c o  replaced it. The c o r n i c e  around t h e  top  of t h e  house was g r e a t l y  
a l t e r e d .  I t  was widened t o  extend down t o  t h e  t o p  of t he  upper window, cover ing  

- t h e  l i n t e l s .  - The i n s e t  f r o n t  door was re,mved coxp le t e ly  and replaced wi th  a one- 
s t o r y  pedimentsd po;tico-aiid a c o l b n l a i  door:ray wi th  f a n  tramsom and s i d e  l i g h t s .  
A tower was added behind t h e  house t o  provlde  bathroom space f o r  t h e  r e a r  l e f t  
rosm on t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r ,  wi+& a  tank above f o r  water  s to rage  p r e s s u r e .  

i n g  t h i s  

The 
s l i g h t l y  
they  had 
woodwork 
wainscot  
room was 

Another major a d d i t i o n  began i n  1905 when a  wing was added t o  t h e  l e f t  s i d e  
of  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  conta in ing  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  an  ova l  p a r l o r  and on t h e  second 
f l o o r  a  master  bedroom wi th  d re s s ing  rooms and ba th .  This  a d d i t i o n  was e n t e r e d  
through t h e  former s i d e  h a l l  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  house. To accominodate t h e  unusual  
shape of t h e  i n t e r i o r  ova l  p a r l o r  t h e  e x t e r i o r  assumed an elongated oc tagonal  
form. Also i n  1905 an ex tens ion  was added over  t h e  d in ing  room a d d i t i o n s  t o  en- 
l a r g e  t h e  bedrooa above and t o  add space f o r  a  ba th  on t h a t  s i d e  of t h e  b u i l d i n g .  
Th i s  a d d i t i o n ,  l i k e  t he  f r o n t  p o r t i c o ,  had a  medium-pitch gable  roof .  Sometime dur- 

f i v e  yea r  per iod  t h e  bu i ld ing  was pa in t ed  yellow wi th  white  t r i m ,  

i n t e r i o r  of  t h e  two o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n s  of t h e  Mansion were changed o n l y  
. A l l  of t h e  rooms i n  t h e  1945 bu i ld ing  and 1856 a d d i t i o n  remained a s  
o r i g i n a l l y  been except  f o r  t h e  d in ing  room. Here a l l  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  
, except  t h e  door frames,  was removed. A neb7 c o l o n i a l  mantel f r o n t  and  
ing were i n s t a l l e d  a s  we l l  a s  a  heavy molding. The new add i t i on  t o  t h i s  

s epa ra t ed  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n  of t h e  room by a  beam and d e c o r a t i v e  
f l u t e d  columns. Addit ions i n  t h e  hal lway included wainscot ing,  a  co f f e red  c e i l i n g  
and a  r econs t ruc t ed  s ta i rway.  Of t h e  o r i g i n a l  woodwork only  t h e  door frames 
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remain. I n  t h e  1901 wing adc?ition deco ra t ive  columns were included i n  t h e  ova l  
l i v i n g  room and bedroom above. The o r i g i n a l  2 i n e  f l o o r s  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  house 
were covered wi th  hard wood f l o o r s ,  wi th  d e c o r z t i v e  borders  i n  most of t h e  rooms. 

This  w a s  t h e  appearance of t h e  Mansion a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  it was given t o  the 
C i t y  of Wneeling i n  1926. The t h r e e  phas2s of t h e  Mansion have s i n c e  t h a t  t ime 
been f o r  t h e  m o s t . p a r t  preserved.  The i n t e r i o r  rooms of t h e  o r i g i n a l  1845 house 
have n o t  been g r e a t l y  changed. The k i t chen  of t h e  back wing b u i l t  i n  1856 has  
been r e s t o r e d ,  and a d d i t i o n s  begun i n  1901 r ena in  p a r t i a l l y  i n t a c t  wi th  t h e  ex- 
c e p t i o n  of t h e  s i d e  porches and water tower t h a t  were removed about  1942. 

I n  1962 a  major renovat ion of t he  buildirig took p lace .  The house was com- 
p l e t e l y  rewired ,  a  new furnace  system was i: :stalled, and t h e  roof was rep laced .  
Other s t r u c t u r a l  changes were made t o  b e t t e r  adap t  t h e  bu i ld ing  t o  museum needs. 
Pub l i c  r e s t  rooms were i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  fo rne r  s t o r a g e  a r e a  i n  t h e  1856 k i t c h e n  
a d d i t i o n .  The p a r t i t i o n  was removed between t h e  bedrooms above the  k i t chen  s o  that 
t h i s  a r e a  could be used a s  a  meeting o r  i e c P ~ r e  room. I n  1966 a  f i r e p r o o f  ad- 
d i t i o n  was added t o  t h e  bu i ld ing  t o  provide a 2 2 i t i o n a l  e x h i b i t  soace.  
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The Mansion Museum, loca t ed  i n  Oglebay Park ,  i n  Wheeling, Ohio County, has  
served  t h i s  cominunity a s  a museum s ince  1930. Through i t s  c o l l e c t i o n s  and e x h i b i t s  
it p rese rves  and d i s p l a y s  t h e  h i s t o r y  of \?heeling and t h e  v i c i n i t y .  The c o l l e c t i o n s  
c o n t a i n  i tems  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  indu .s t r i2 l  development of t h e  con1p.unity a s  w e l l  a s  its 
p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  and s o c i a l  l i f e .  These c o l ~ e c t i . o n s  a r e  housed i n  what has  been, 
from t h e  tixi-. it was b u i l t  i~ .&out 1845, an i ~ p c r t c ? n t  rmnsior, i n  Yheeling. A number 
of i t s  owners have made outs tanding  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h i s  c i t y  and s t a t e .  

The f i r s t  recorded owner of t h e  proper ty  on which t h e  Mansion now s t ands  was 
Szr;:uel Spr igg ,  son of Zachariah Sprigg of West L i b e r t y ,  West V i rg in i a .  Both of t h e s e  
men were l a r g e  land ho lde r s  i n  Ohio County. Samuel Sprigg w a s  one of t h e  most b r i l -  
l i a ~ l t  lawyers t o  p r a c t i c e  i n  K3eeling dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of t h e  p r e s e n t  century.  

1 6  yea r s  he was an a t t o r n e y  f o r  t h e  Comnonwealth of  V i r g i n i a -  H e  d i ed  i n  1843. 
his daughter ,  E l i z a b e t h  Spr igg ,  who married Hanson N. Chapline of Wheeling, took 
t i t l e  t o  p a r t  of what was c a l l e d  t h e  " H i l l  Farm", about  415 a c r e s  of M r .  Sp r igg ' s  
o r i g i n a l  900 a c r e  t r a c t ,  i n  1846, by deed of  t r u s t .  The Chaplines had b u i l t  t h e  
Mansion House a year  o r  two e a r l i e r .  It  s t a t e s  on t h e  deed t h a t  they were a l r eady  - 
l i v i n g  on t h e  p r o p r t y  a t  t h e  time of the t r a n s a c t i o n . -  

On February 25 ,  1856, Hanson Chapline s o l d  t h e  p rope r ty  t o  George $1. Smith, a 
weal thy brewer who had r e c e n t l y  come t o  Wheeling from P i t t s b u r g h .  The purchase p r i c e  
w a s  $30,003. Smith en larged  t h e  b r i ck  Xansion, r a i s e d  f i n e  horses  i n  h i s  n e w  
s t a b l e s ,  and g r e a t l y  improved t h e  land;  he named t h e  e s t a t e  "Waddington Farm". Un- 
f o r t u n a t e l y ,  b k .  Smith went bankrupt i n  1864 and t h e  e s t a t e  went i n t o  r e c e i v e r s h i p  
f o r  a number o f  yea r s .  Much of t h e  land was so ld  o f f .  I n  1872 James W. Paxton 9ur-  
chased t h e  Waddington Mansion and 25 acres .  M r .  Paxton had been, dur ing  t h e  C i v i l  
Karl a s t r o n g  union man. He had a c t i v e l y  opposed t h e  success ion  of V i r g i n i a ,  and 
wczked f o r  t h e  formation of t h e  S t a t e  of West V i r g i n i a .  He was e l ec t ed  one of t h e  
counc i l  of f i v e  t o  a i d  Gov. P i e rpo in t .  

M r .  Paxton l i v e d  a t  Waddington Fa,- u n t i l  1878 when he p u t  it up f o r  s a l e .  Be- 
tween 1878 and 1900 the Waddington p l ace  was so ld  t h r e e  t imes and it was i n  the y e a r  
1900 t h a t  t h e  Nansion and 25 a c r e s  was purchased by E a r l  W. Oglebay, an  i n d u s t r i a l i s t  
from Cleveland,  Ohio. Much of t h e  land so ld  dur ing  G .  W. Smith 's  ownership was re-  
acqui red  between 1901 and 1905. E. W. Oglebay e s t a b l i s h e d  no t  on ly  one of t h e  f i n e s t  
c:>nntry e s t a t e s  i n  t h i s  a r ea  b u t  a l s o  one of t h e  oustanding experimental farms i n  
West V i rg in i a .  H i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e  were very  important  f o r  t h e  s t a t e .  

n o t  only in t roduced  s c i e n t i f i c  farming a t  Waddington b u t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
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programs a t  Bethany College and supported t h e  programs of West V i r g i n i a  Univers i ty .  
Upon h i s  dea th  i n  1926 he w i l l e d  Waddington P a m  t o  t h e  C i t y  of  Wheeling " f o r  u s e  
a s  a  park  and f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  and playground pur2oses f o r  t h e  people o f  s a i d  C i t y  
of Wheeling and v i c i n i t y " .  The g i f t  cons i s t ed  of about  seven hundred and f i f t y  
a c r e s ,  and included a l l  bu i ld ings ,  inc luding  t h e  ?;addington Farm Mansion. 

The Oglebay Mansion !4useum i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  n o i  only because of i t s  p r e s e n t  day 
u s e  a s  a  museum and t h e  importance of  t h a t  f u n c t i c n  t o  t h e  community b u t  a l s o  be- 
cause of t h e  f i n e  r e p u t a t i o n  Waddington Farm held i n  t h e  community i n  t h e  p a s t .  

The impor tan t  h i s t o r i c a l  events  i n  t h e  se t t le inent  and growth of Wheeling a r e  
r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  l i v e s  of t h e  men who owned Waddington Farm. From t h e  f i r s t  owners 
who were land s p e c u l a t o r s  on the  f r o n t i e r ,  through success ive  ownership by business-  
men t o  E.  W. Oglebay t h e  l a s t  p r i v a t e  owner, t h i s  ho lds  t r u e .  M r .  Oglebay took t h i s  
choice p i e c e  of p rope r ty  and developed it and made h i s  d r e m  of a  model farm a 
l a s t i n g  monuiient by w i l l i n g  t h e  e s t a t e  t o  t h e  Ci3y of  Wheeling, t hus  in su r ing  t h e  
p r e s s r v a t i o n  of t h e  Mansion. 

The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  CgleSa:! Mansion i s  measured by t h e  
evo lu t ion  of t h e  bu i lh lng  r e f l e c t i n g  i-n eac5  of its t h r e e  major p z r t s  t h e  t a s t e s  and 
f a s h i o n s  of  t h e  mid-19th and e a r l y  -20th c e n t u r K  The t ransformat ion  of t ? e  :4ansion 
a f t e r  iLs  a c q u i s i t i o n  by E. W. Oglebay i n  1901 from an e s s e n t i a l l y  Greek Bevival 
s t y l e  farmhouse i n t o  a  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  Neo-Classical Revival  count ry  home, was t h e  
work of  a r c h i t e c t  Edward Bates  Franzheim (1866-1942) and p a r t n e r ,  M r .  Kl ieves.  
Franzheim's p l a n s  modifying t h e  o ld  r e s idence  were marked by c a r e f u l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  
academic d e t a i l  and propor t ion .  The tvo-s tory  I o ~ l i c  p o r t i c o  dominating t h e  
Mansion's f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  s h e l t e r s  a  one-story pedimented f r o n t p i e c e  t h a t  forms 
t h e  surround f o r  t he  recessed  en t ry .  These dominant Neo-Classical Revival des ign  
e l e inmts ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  corresponding elegance of t h e  co lmned  decor  of t h e  
ova l  l i v i n g  rooin, a t t e s t  t o  t h e  t a l e n t  of M r .  Franzheim (who produced bu i ld ings  of 
v a r i e d  s t y l e s ,  inc luding  t h e  Romanesque) who i s  regarded among West V i r g i n i a ' s  most 
impor tan t  a r c h i t e c t s  a t  t h e  turn-of-the-century. 
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