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i. Mame

historic West Liberty Presby@erianﬁChugch; West Liberty Federated Church
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2. L.ocation

Abarty Federa

street & number Fain (Libarty) Strzet (Zoute 83) . not for publication
city, town Wegst Liberty . vicinity of congressional district  ¥irst
state West Virginia code 54 county Ohio code 069
-:’- -
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
. district ———. public _X__occupied —__agriculture —— musaum
_X _building{s) _xX_ private ___unoccupied —_ commercial — . park
- structure . both . work in progress _. educational — . private residence
. site Public Acquisition Accessibie . entertainment X religicus
___ object —— in process _X __ yes:restricted ——._ government = ____ _ scientific
. being considered — yes: unrestricted —_ industrial - transportation
——_ho — . military — . Other:

4. Owner of Properly

name Fresbytery of the Uvper Chio Valley

street & number 907 National Road

city, town Wheeling _ . vicinity of state isst Viroinia 240073
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Ohio County Courthouse

street & number 12th and Chepline Streets ~

city, town Whealing state Yest Virginia

8. Representation in Existing Surveys

title » - ) L _'whas tggigropeny neen determined elegible? ____yes ____ no
datzs - o - ~ o -—tederal ___state ____ county ___ locai

depository for survey racoras

city, town

slate




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent ___deteriorated ____ unaltered _X_ original site
_X_ good ____ruins X__ altered . moved date
. fair ____unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

tangle in form with
s are articuiately
>ction defines thres bays

The ¥West Liberty Federated Church is 3 s

projesctirg entrance vestibule Poth front an

divided by architectural elewents, 2 cerntral v

across the west (front) elevation while indented vanels distinzuish five —
! ! owinzg typical vriactices of High Victorian GoThic

>, bullders inco*po*gtod brick snd stone into & bichrome exterior

Sinz both common (on rear and sides) and stretcher bondinz stor the

dressed sandstone foundation (a beveled water table carries the slightly

protruling basement walls into 1line with main walls above). Finally,

steevly vitched roofs of vestidule (Wlth origzinal sliate shingles) and

main unit a2are behind rparsavet gables

Church entrances are throush 2 double-door vestibule (doors here have
a2 simple, 21most orinmitive, vertical board : arrangement) nd a rear ovening
at basement level (with naneled surrounds). PFensstration is regular pnd
symmetrical, featuring vointed-arch windows, five to each side and two st
the front (stained-zlzass panes formerly in thése AoubTe-hung s28h ware
¥eplaced after a hurricsne did considerable damage in the ?95023) Othner
ovenings incluie 2 design of three circles on the front wall arove the
vestibule and a closed-in, lancet-tyve window between the former and
gable pezk,

Projections above roof level are numerous., Tnese jinclude four low
bvick‘gngnix_J two on each side, minaret-like elements” atop nilWars at
s8ach corner, and the high Sueoﬂlp Wliﬁ_g:iﬁ telfry, Tnis iantter feature
srohasizes overall verticaTity with & High, poinsed roof above the belfry
and a base that incorporates alternating indentations and proj2ctions at

corners.,

Exterior decoration is subtle in variation of brick =nd stone, but it
defines the structure's character., Typical of Gothic deslzn, 1t uses
pointed 2and steen-pitched elements while delightfully blending red brick
and buff sandstone in 2 bichrome vresentation offset by white-rainted
wooden trim., On the front, decorative sandstone caps buttresses, forms
coping at the vestibule, js used in sills and hoodmolds of win4o"s and is
implanted as shield-like designs baside and below the stone-surro nded
three-cirele window. 2Rrick corbeling creates a rointed-arch cornice on
the west and is used to bring side bay recesses in line with a fiat cornice

on north and south elevations.

The interior mimics the evident helzht of exterior roof, although
ingide ceiling is about fifteen fest halow outside roof, Above double
doors leading into the sanctuary 1ls the only remaining stained-glass
window,. While gzeneral features are rather vlain (darkly stained woodwork,
includins chairrail, a2nd neintsed nlaster walls), = siriking vressed-tin
ceiling (insst into sections outlinei by wWooden heamg that srring from
wall surports) is imnressive, Richly decorative in its o»atterns, this
feature (rainted white,but veeling) dominates interior architecture

Bansath the sarctusrv there is 2 partial bessment (enlarzed around
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the 1030g), anrroached from an enclosed stz2ir at the northeast corner
=nd forrad intn seversl rooms. Walls hare 2re ahout twenty-four inches
thick. Cther than changes in this basemert and ravliscerent of stained-
zlass windows, alterationg have bzen Taw, YNost recert have Dbeen
installation of a2 new roof (excent on the vestibvle) ard low-rrassure i
sandbiagting and silicones coating of extarior walls (brick surfaces
avvear 1ichtly vithed in sore sections).




8. Significance

Period’ . Areas of Signiﬁcance—Check and justify below :

____prehistoric  —— archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning —— jandscape architecturé_—— religion
14001499 _—— archeology-historic ____conservation __law ____science
____1500-1599 — agriculture ____economics ____ literature ____ sculpture
_____1600-1699 X architecture ____education ____ military ____sociaV/
17001798 — art ____engineering ____music humanitarian
X _1800-18%9 . — commerce N exploration/sett!ement ____ philosophy ____theater

__ 1900~ I communications ____industry I poiitics/government ____transportation

_____invention _x_ other (specify)
Toc2l history

____’_'___’_____’—_———-

[ -
Specific dates 1 9! 23 Builder/Architect

-

-

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

West Tiberty's Federated Chvrch today ctanis as what might be the
premier architectural exoression within this ol community. 1tS setting

on & xnoll in a town surrounded DY Tollinz hilils 2dds to its general
vertic=1ity, thus providing 2 crominant reference point in a nonoramnic
view from &n rection Tts use of cnaracteristic High Victorian Gothic
esien 1is gg;gyg,in_ﬁhls_nillggg‘ and the bicnrome exteribr with dorinating
tower and corner tminarets" 1is attractive. Not all significant architec-
tursl elements are on the exterior, however, 28 18 attested by an esvally
vleasinz pressed-tin ceiling recsssed betueen <wooden beams. i

Explanation of Siesnificance Statemrent

Presbyterianism at West Liberty extends back to 1782; a formal congre-
gation was organized at then Ohio Court House in 1Z§§4 The vresent build-
ing was constructed in 1873 as thelr third church edifice, and since 1922
3t has heen 2 federated institution, serving both presbyteriens and
Methodis ,Community involvement by”EIE?E?’ﬁEEﬁEongregation Ted to the
fognding of West Liberty Acadeny in 1838, =2 school to which present West
Liberty State Collegg_}ggggg_}fijggggt_ T '

4t a cost of approximate 210, , tt ! wa m &
dedicated in 1873. gts H§Qh %{c%bgiggoGogiii gigiihcgiiiiomplezed 2os

] ’ g riar h e mbined with the
conzrggﬁfion‘s established position to orovide smmediate recognition of
1ts architectural vrominence. Although‘reletively small in ﬁimenslons i
subtle in features, this edifice strongly reveals imno£t9nt éeféil ahd o

so:- :tication From characteristic use of more than one exterl or facing

maJ?r,al to & general steeoness and vointed nature of gabhles, windows and

doors, if disnlays attachment to 1its period 2nd style - e
— B Lt

& s
el bn:oszouEstandlng features Aars 1its Hlendinz of buff sandstone wWith
ed brick to form 2 1} ™ 5 ' - ’ iotds. s

o form 2~ bichrome 2ppearancs nighlighted in hoodrolds, shield-

3
1§A§+§e002ations and buttress czos at the vestibvle. Corner pillars cul
minatinz 4 octrronal capped "mivarebs” combins with a rather 1n££10ﬂteﬁ

.igignle aié beliyy to emohssize height and Somolersnt pointed arches 5?‘”L
windows belaow, Zven an almost’i?T?TtTve—rougﬁﬁEé?”6?“?5ffi65116651&'":

double entrance doors i mnortan re, DT a n
. le < ance is immortant here ridiny & of vr 3
and local "flavor.” ' -re, orov7iding & note ob X ovinciality

m
The interior, too, 1s 2 3
9 Y 00, generally subtle 1in 1ts feat
! 3 le ir features, an
pressed-tin ceiling (believed to hove been made i 2arby wéeiginz?e hier
51thouzh hecominm & fairly common element 2% the timmu%gh"%ép;a-ruc
- - (R oL -
Laa
& y ex

s
tion, 1s well ratched to outsidie 1ine
_ 211 matcnea U , g 1lines Offset by exposed W
L .. i ] xposed wooden baoans
52%3 Yecessad ceillinZ 18 composed of a series of savare blocks, emb s$zé
h curvilinear oOr floral desisons, surroundzd by 2 bo*de; o; ﬁrd;{gtigc
PR SN EN 3 BRI ils
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natternsg forrad into several rows. It rresents o

whare plainness often is 2 rule,

Within its village setting =nd viewed from hillsides that encom-
vass West Liberty, the Tedersted Church st=andis ouvt =2s = snecial
comnonent of the townscare, It is an uncewnlicated but well desligned
huilding that cormbines certain characteristic elesrarts of Hizh
Victorian Gothic style with vern=cular internretations to vroduce =2
s Virginisa town.

-

gnificant larnd~ark in this small West

- g
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and Today, ‘Wheeling,

RPeicer, Corneliuns C,, ed. Hest Iiherty Yester
Wheelins NMews and Lithoerannh Co., ?

<
Aayv
SO
Y.

WL Ve,
West Virginia Fistoriesal Zecords 3urvey, Work Trnjects idministration,
Inventory of the Church Archives of West Virsgsinia: The Presbyterian
W.Va,: The West Virginia Tistoric=l Records

Churches, Charileston,
Svrvey, 10L1,

Wilson, G111 I. The Story of I
n.d.

h o)

resbyterianism in West Virginia, YN.o.,




9. Major Bibliographical References

Zorl, J.he HPionesr Church of the Fenhandle,” est Virginia deview, VIT,
Now & ([Jen., 1940), 112.13.

Zarl, Jesse A, ﬁ S&euch of tha Zsrlv History of West T.ibarty and Short
Creer, N.n., . (West Libarty, 19357).

3 z

i0. Geographical Rata

Acreage of nominated property 1/3 acre (apcroxima tely)

Quadrangle name _Bethany, W.,Va ,-Pa, Quadrangle scale 1:2h000
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Verbal boundary description and justification
The chvreh is located on town lots 3%, 3
by W.Va, Poute 88 (Main or Literty = e

L.l

and 34 in West Liberty, fronted

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state ' code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Jares ¥, Harding, Historian
Historic Preservation Unit
organization Dzrt. of Culture and History date Farch 13, 1980
The Cultural Center
street & number Capitol Comrlex telephone {304) 348-0240
city or town Charleston state West Virgzinia
12. State Historic Preservation OGfficer ce tification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

__ nationa! . state —_local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 85—
€65), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer sighature

title date
For HCRS use onily ‘ : A
! hereby certify that this property is incliuded in the National Register >
date . 3
Kaeper of the Mational Register
Altest: date

Chiet of Registration

GO €35 838
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