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8 .  Name 
hlstoric Carter  Farm 

and/or common "Everbr eezel'  

2. Location 

streat & number Boggs Cill bad ,  R.D. #4 N h  not for publication 

. ,. . . 
city, town Wheeling vicinity of + 

state West Virginia code 54 county Ohio code 069 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status 
- district - public X occupied 
X building(s) L private - unoccupied 
-- structure - both w o r k  in progress 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible 
- object i'i& in process y e s :  restricted 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted 
u no 

Present Use 
X agriculture - museum 
- commercial - park 
- educational 2(. private residence 
- entertainment - religious 
- government - scientific 
- industrial - transportation 
- militarv - other: 

41 Owner of Pronertv 

name Har l a r i  P. Cartar, I1 : 

street & number R-3* #4 

-Wheeling 2 .- vicinity of state West Vi rg in ia  26003 city, town 

5, Location of Leqal Descri~tion 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Ohio County Courthouse 

street & number 1 2 t h  and Chapl ine  s t r e e t s  

city, town Wheeling state West Virginia 26003 

6 Representation in Existing Surveys 

title K /  ,4 has this property been determined eligible? - yes X n o  

date - federal - state - county - local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description I' ,. 

Condition Check one Check one 
X excellent - deteriorated - unaltered 2-L original site 
- good - ruins 1L altered m o v e d  date 
- fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Carter Farm, o r  "Everbreezev' a s  it  has been known f o r  a cen tu ry  
and a h a l f ,  is s i t u a t e d  on top  of t h e  r i d g e  of Boggs H i l l ,  commanding a 
m a j e s t i c  view of t h e  Ohio River  count ry  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Wheeling, Ohio 
County, West Vi rg in ia .  The Farm c o n s i s t s  of 
w i t h  seven support ing s t r u c t u r e s .  

The p r i n c i p a l  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  farm is 
cons t ruc t ed  i n  1848-52. It c o n s i s t s  of f i v e  
e n t r a n c e  foye r  and a n  enclosed porch) on t h e  
t h e  second, o r  top-half ,  s t o r y .  The masonry 

the  p r i n c i p a l  res idence ,  a long  

t h e  Car te r  family r e s idence ,  
rooms (not inc luding  t h e  
f i r s t  f l o o r  and f i v e  rooms on 
res idence  is a n  unusual ly  s i g n i f -  

i c a n t  r u r a l  example of Greek Revival  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  t he  Ohio River  Val ley .  
The s t o r y  and a ha l f  squa re  e d i f i c e ,  w i t h  hipped roof ,  e x h i b i t s  r e f i n e d  
d e t a i l i n g  and e x c e l l e n t  p ~ o p o r t i o n s .  Re f l ec t ing  t h e  c l a s s i c  symmetry of t h e  
Greek Reviva l  a r e  t h e  evenly spaced double hung windows of t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y ,  
knee windows which p i e r c e  t h e  broad f r i e z e  of t h e  upper ha l f  s t o r y ,  and a 
c e n t r a l l y  placed en t rance  way w i t h  r e c t a n g u l a r  o v e r l i g h t  and s i d e l i g h t s .  A 
Victor ian-era  porch w a s  rep laced  i n  1946 w i t h  t h e  present  one-story en t r ance  
p o r t i c o  which r e p l i c a t e s ,  i n  most r e s p e c t s ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  1852 p o r t i c o .  The 
1852 p o r t i c o  had pa i r ed  columns where t h e  1946 p o r t i c o ' s  columns are s i n g u l a r .  - - 
Accenting t h e  ho r i zon ta l  q u a l i t y  of t h e  house is  a b e l t  course  e n c i r c l i n g  t h e  
house above which t h e  knee windows a r e  s i t u a t e d .  Another h o r i z o n t a l  comple- 
ment i s  t h e  d e n t i l a t e d  c o r n i c e  which forms a n  upper l i n e .  

Typica l  of i n t e r i o r  Greek Reviva l  ref inements  a r e  p l a i n  a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m  
of windows and doors and a d e l i c a t e  open s t r i n g  s t a i r  which r i s e s  t o  t h e  
second f l o o r  i n  a ha l f  s p i r a l .  The hardwood continuous r a i l  and a t t e n u a t e d  
b a l u s t e r s  evidence t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  f i n i s h .  A l l  bu t  25 panes (which were broken 
i n  a v i o l e n t  wind s torm in 1934) i n  t h e  windows of t h e  house a r e  o r i g i n a l .  
Gas l i g h t i n g  was i n s t a l l e d  i n  1906, and t h r e e  of t hese  gas l i g h t s  i n  t h e  house 
a r e  s t i l l  func t iona l .  Ce i l i ng  r o s e t t e s  g race  both f r o n t  p a r l o r s  on t h e  f i r s t  
l e v e l .  

Of t h e  o t h e r  dependent s t r u c t u r e s  on t h e  farm, t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  i s  
t h e  one s t o r y ,  gabled roof masonry s l a v e  q u a r t e r s ,  contemporary w i t h  t h e  
r e s idence ,  which a r e  t h e  on ly  e x t a n t  s l a v e  q u a r t e r s  i n  Ohio County, A masonry, 
o u t  door detached k i t c h e n  s t a n d s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t he  s l a v e  q u a r t e r s ,  and i s  a l s o  

.- - 
contemporary wi th  t h e  residence, ,  Another s t r u c t u r e  of s i g n i f i c a n c e  is  t h e  
"Wool House", which w a s  b u i l t  i n  1819 and t h e r e f o r e  pre-dates t h e  p r i n c i p a l  r e s -  
idence .  There i s  a l a r g e  two and a h a l f  s t o r y  barn t h a t ,  w h i l e  q u i t e  s t r i k i n g  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  w a s  b u i l t  i n  1948. A modem garage and two wooden farm 
b u i l d i n g s  complete t h e  inventory  of  t h e  Carter Farm. 

" E ~ e r b r e e z e ' ~ ,  so named f o r  t h e  winds t h a t  nea r ly  always sweep ove r  t h i s  
h i l l t o p  farm, s t a n d s  as a p r i s t i n e  West V i r g i n i a  example of r u r a l  Greek Revival  
a r c h i t e c t u r e  and a proper ty  of s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  Ohio County and t h e  Ohio River  
Val ley.  



Period Areas of SignificancGheck and justify below 
- prehistoric - archeology-prehistoric - community planning -_ landscape architecture- religion 
- 1400-1499 - archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
- 1500-1599 agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 
- 1600-1699 Z architecture - education - military - social1 

1700-1799 - art - engineering - music humanitarian 
1800-1 899 - commerce X exploration/settlement - philosophy - theater 

- 1900- - communications - industry - politics/government - transportation 
- invention K other ( s y i f y )  

Local l s t o r y  

Specific dates 1796: 1848 - 5 7  BuilderIArchitect n-W- Gibson. Builder 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph] 

I I Everbreeze", l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  summit of a  r i d g e  on Boggs H i l l  Road near  
Wheeling, Ohio County, West Vi rg in ia ,  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  t h e  o l d e s t  cont inuously 
ope ra t ed  s i n g l e  fami ly  farm i n  Ohio County (and one of  t h e  o l d e s t  such i n  
West V i r g i n i a ) , l  as home t o  a family prominent i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of Ohio County, 2 
and as a s i g n i f i c a n t  example of Greek Revival a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  Ohio County. 3 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 

1. The C a r t e r  fami ly  came t o  Ohio County i n  1796,  on ly  twenty years  a f t e r  
i t s  formation,  and acqui red  t h e  400 a c r e  farm a long  t h e  r idge  of Boggs H i l l  
n ea r  t h e  Ohio River .  The fami ly  cons t ruc ted  a  l o g  dwell ing t o  u s e  a s  a  
r e s i d e n c e  and, over  t h e  years ,  o t h e r  l o g  and wood bu i ld ings  a r o s e  on the  
p r o p e r t y  t o  accommodate t h e  ever i nc reas ing  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  The 'wool 
House", a  l o g  bu i ld ing  cons t ruc ted  i n  1819, i s  t h e  o l d e s t  s tanding  s t r u c t u r e  on 
t h e  farm. 

By t h e  1840 ' s  t h e  Ca r t e r  f ami ly ' s  f o r t u n e s  had r i s e n  t o  t h e  ~ o i n t  where 
Richard Carter could begin cons t ruc t ion ,  i n  1848, of t h e  ha~dsoine Greek Revival  
r e s i d e n c e  that i s  s t i l l  t h e  Car te r  fami ly  seat. The- Souse vas  conpleted i n  1852., 
much of tS2 wor!~ being done by D.W. Gibson, a Wheeling o a a t e r  c a q e n t e r .  The 
a d j a c e n t  s l a v e  q u a r t e r s ,  s t i l l  ex tan t ,  was cons t ruc t ed  i n  t h e  same period and 
i s  of a sinilar s t y l e .  They a r e  t h e  only  e x i s t i n g  s l a v e  q u a r t z r s  i n  Ohio 
County. Over t h e  y e a r s  t h e  Ca r t e r  fami ly  cont inued t o  prosper.  While some 
members of t h e  fami ly  went i n t o  o t h e r  p ro fe s s ions  over  t h e  years ,  "Everbreeze" 
cont inued t o  be  t h e  seat of a  Ca r t e r  fami ly  worked farm. It i s  p re sen t ly  t h e  
home of Har lan  C a r t e r  11, t h e  f o u r t h  gene ra t ion  descended from t h e  o r i g i n a l  
C a r t e r  s e t t l e r ,  and he cont inues  t o  o p e r a t e  i t  a s  a farm. This  i s  ce r t a i r i l y  t h e  
o l d e s t  cont inuous ly  opera ted  farm by a  s i n g l e  fami ly  i n  Ohio County, and one of 
t h e  o l d e s t  such i n  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e  of West V i r g i n i a .  

2. A s  s t a t e d  i n  s e c t i o n  1, t h e  Car t e r  fami ly  i n h a b i t s  and works t h e  o l d e s t  
cont inuous ly  opera ted  farm i n  Ohio County. This  a l o n e  whovould-suf f ice  t o  vouch f o r  
t h e i r  s t a t u s  a s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  fami ly  i n  Ohio County annals .  Severa l  members 
of t h e  C a r t e r  fami ly  of "Everbreeze" have a l s o  achieved a  degree of prominence 
beyond t h e  con f ines  of t h e  farm. Richard C a r t e r ,  t h e  , 2nd head of  he fami iy  
a t  t h e  farm, w a s  q u i t e  prominent i n  Ohio County a f f a i r s  and i t  w a s  a  s i g n  of 
h i s  p r o s p e r i t y  t h a t  he cons t ruc ted  t h e  f i n e  Greek Revival-s tyle  r e s idence  that 
remains t h e  focus  of t h e  farm. 

e .. 
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John T. C a r t e r  I, born  a t  "Everbreeze", became one of Ohio County's most 
prominent phys ic ians ,  s e rv ing  a s  Physician-in-charge a t  C i n c i n n a t i ' s  
Good Samaritan Hosp i t a l ,  a s s i s t a n t  superintendent  a t  Boston Hosp i t a l ,  and, 
l a t e r ,  a s  one of Ohio County's l ead ing  phys ic ians ,  cons t ruc t ing  a home i n  
T r i ade lph ia  t h a t  rms;said by h i s t o r i a n  Cranmer t o  be " the  b e s t  res idence  i n  
Tr i ade lph ia"  . 

Another John T. Car t e r ,  member of t h e  same family,  w a s  one of Ohio 
County's l ead ing  bankers ,  s e rv ing  as v i c e  p re s iden t  of t h e  S t a t e  Bank and 
Trus t  Company.and, l a t e r ,  a s  v i c e  p re s iden t  of t h e  Farmers Nat ional  Bank i n  
nearby C l a y s v i l l e ,  Pennsylvania.  A c i v i c  minded man, he a l s o  served as deputy 
s h e r i f f  of Ohio County, a s  Mayor of Tr iade lphia ,  and a s  a member of t h e  West 
V i r g i n i a  House of Delega tes ,  1929-1931.WMleinthe House of Delegates  he 
served  a s  chairman of t h e  Committee on Banks and Corporat ions.  

3. S i t t i n g  a t o p  Boggs H i l l  and commanding a n  expansive view of t h e  Ohio 
River  Val ley,  "Everbreeze" i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  example of Greek Revival  r e s i -  
d e n t i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  a r u r a l  environment. Such r e s idences  a r e  r a r e  i n  
t h i s  l o c a l i t y ,  and "Everbreeze", i n  i t s  p r i s t i n e ,  mountain top s e t t i n g ,  is  
looked upon a s  a l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  landmark of ou ts tanding  s ign i f i cance .  
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Cranmer, Gibson Lamb, ed. ,  H i s t o r y  of Wheeling and Ohio County, - -- 
West V i r g i n i a ,  Biographica l  Pub. Co., Chicago, Ill., 1902. - 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Wheeling, W. Va. -Ohio 

UMT References 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 24 - 000 

"W I ~ I I J I ~  
Zone Easting Northing 

- -- 

Verbal  boundary descr ip t ion  and just i f icat ion Beginning a t  a point  on Parkview Road (a l so  r e f  ered 
t o  a s  Boggs H i l l  Road) where a p r i v a t e  driveway meets the  road, following t h e  south  edge 
of t h a t  p r i v a t e  driveway 400 f e e t  to  t h e  e a s t  t o  a poin t  behind the  barn a t  t h e  top  of a 
l a r g e  r av ine ,  thence i n  a l i n e  northward a long t h e  top  edge of the  ravine  f o r  200 f e e t ,  - 
Lis t  all states a n d  count ies  fo r  propert ies overlapping s ta te  o r  county boundaries 

state N / A  code county code 

~ b t 8  code county code 
- 

1 1. Form Pre~ared B y  

nameltitle Michael J. Pauley, Hi s to r i an  and Rodney S .  Coll ins .  A r c h i t w t u r a l t n r i 3 n  
H i s t o r i c  Preservat ion  Unit 

organization W. V a  . Dept . of Culture and His tory  date June 8, 1983 

The Cu l tu ra l  Center 
street & number Capi to l  Complex telephone 304/348-024 0 

city or town Charleston state West Vi rg in ia  25305 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national - state 3- local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures a 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature - 
title S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  Preservat ion  Of f i ce r  / / / date Ju lv  10. 1983 
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#10 Verbal  boundary d e s c r i p t i o n :  

thence  i n  a l i n e  westward approximately 300 f e e t  t o  Parkview Road, thence 
s o u t h  a long  t h e  e a s t e r n  right-of-way of s a i d  Road f o r  400 f e e t  t o  t h e  
p o i n t  of o r i g i n ,  encompanying t h e  main r e s idence  and a l l  suppor t ing  
s t r u c t u r e s .  






