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1 ?dame 
historic Y&&y, Johnson Caden, House 

- - 

street & number 147 BeL* Pike (Route 88) - not for publication 

city, town - vicinity of 

state I q e s t  V i r g i n i a  code 54 county O h i o  code 069 

Category  Ownership Status  Present Use 
- district - public X occupied - agriculture - museum 

building(s) X private - unoccupied - cornrnerciaf - park 
- structure - both - work i n  progress - educational - 2 L  private residence 
- sita Public Acquisition Access ib le  - entertainment - religious 
- object - in process 2 yes: restricted - government - scientific 

&!A being considered - yes: unrestricted industrial t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
- no military - other: 

4. Owaea 0.1 Property 
name Johnson B. b:cKinley 

street CS number 147 &MY Pike 

citv, town w.bding - vicinity of state ?Jest V i r q b x i a  

courzhouse, registry of deeds, etc. O h i o  County Courthouse 

street & number 1500 Chapline S-eet 

city, town state W e s t V i r g i n i a  

title N/A has this property been determined eligible? - yes X,- no 

date federal - state - county - tocat 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated 2 unaltered 3 original site 
-SC good - ruins - altered m o v e d  date 
- fair - unexposed 

Descr ibe  t h e  present and original [ i f  known) physieal app@arance 

"Willow Glen" dsmina-ces a h i l l s i d e  s e t t i n g  above a long 
driveway and t e r r a c e d  %awns i n  a q u i e t  suburban neighborhood 
of n o r t h e a s t  Wheeling, Ohio County, 77est Virgin ia .  The house 
i s  o f  t h e  grand manner; it r e f l e c t s  the a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s c a l e  
and e c l e c t i c  t a s t e  favored by indusLtr ia l  magnates who employed 
architects of the late 9 9 L l  an3 early 20th century t o  des ign  
r e s i d e n c e s  a p p r o p r i a t e  to tihe x i s i n g  s t a t i o n  of America ' s 
" c a p t a i n s  of i n d u s t r y " ,  I n  the  t r a d i t i o n  of "cot tage"  a r c h i -  
tecture of N e w p ~ r t ,  Khode I s l a n d ,  o r  t h e  romantic r e v i v a l  man- 
s i o n s  of t h e  Hudson Valley,  d i d  Ycrk,  Pennsylvania, a r c h i t e c t  
Fred Dempwolf design Willow Glen for Johnson Camden McKinley, 
a c o a l  baron sf nor thern  West V i r g a n l a .  

The ~ c K i n l e y  res idence  i s  a l o c a l  t o w  de f o r c e  of e a r l y  
20th-century ec lec t i c i sm.  Two, %-story wings meet a t  r i g l l t  
a n g l e  t o  form a l a y o u t  r e s ~ b l i : ~ g  an "L". End pavi l ionk of t h e  
wings f e a t u r e  pedirnented gables w i t h  c l a s s i c a l - s t y l e  p a r t i a l  
r e t u r n s  a ~ l d  modi l l ion  brackets. The wings te rminate  i n  a 
c e n t r a l ,  mul t i - s ided  pavilion whose  shzipe i s  echoed i n  t h e  
i n t e r i o r  arrangement of the  u222r and Lownr rooms t h a t  a r e  7- 
s ided.  The formal  entrance elevation, above a piazza  t h a t  is 
i t s e l f  a t e r r a c e  bu-ttressec! by a scone w a l l ,  possesses  s e v e r a l  
d e t a i l s  worthy of  note .  The l ib ra ry  window i s  i n  the Jacobean 
o r  Eng l i sh  s t y l e  and con ta ins  nmercus smal l  square panes set 
i n  leaded cames. The Great  Seal of Yest V i r g i n i a  i s  a s t a i n e d  
g l a s s  roundel  f o m i n g  part 05 t h e  g l a z i n g  of one of  t h e  upper 
s a s h e s ,  Another important  fea tme of the f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  i s  a 
b a l u s t r a d e d ,  1 - s to ry  loggia  t h a t  enc loses  a broad veranda above 
the piazza. A t  the base of t h e  l o g g i a ,  which may be viewed as  a 
Renaissance Revival  f e a t u r e  o-e house, i s  a s t o n e  n iche  
w i t h i n  which a scu lp ted  fish awaits the r e a c t i v a t i o n  of its 
f o u n t a i n  j e t .  

Willow Glen i s  a two and one-half s t o r y  house b u i l t  of  
coursed sandstone a s h l a r  q u a r r i e d  at Li t f i e ton ,  Ohio County. 
T h e  r u s t i c a t e d  masonry f e a t u r e s  both f l a t  and V O E S S O ~ ~  a r c h e s  
and c o n t r a s t i n g  s t o n e  g r i l l e s ,  b e l t  courses  and keystones of 
smooth l imestone.  occas iona l  wrought i r o n  rails and b a l u s t r a d e s  
a c c e n t  entranceways. 

T h e  p iazza - l eve l  Zormal en t rance  is b u t  a sham. The real 
e n t r a n c e  is an arched vestibule 0 5 2  the r e a r - c o u r t y a r d  approached 
by the  winding driveway. Opecing upon the  v e s t i b u l e  i s  a V a s t  

2 -s tory  c i r c u l a r  en t rance  h a l l ,  domzd, and designed wi'th a 
magni f i cen t  s p i r a l  s taircase appoin tzd  w i t h   iffa any wrought i r o n  
r a i l s .  
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The ro tunda  i s  l i g h t e d  w i t h  a  t a l l  second s t o r y  arched window 
and w i t h  a  squa re  hanging l i g h t  of T i f f a n y  des ign ,  Many 
i n t e r i o r  f e a t u r e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  l i g h t i n g  and meta l  f i x t u r e s ,  were 
des igned  f o r  t h e  house by Nelson T i f f a c y  s t u d i ~ s .  

The p r i n c i p a l  chamber of  t h e  house i s  t h e  grand s a l o n  
f o r m a l l y  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  l a t e  1 9 t h  and e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  p i e c e s .  
The marb le  mantel  was o r i g i n a l l y  i n  t h e  home o f  Lord S a l i s b u r y  
i n  London, England. Beneath t h e  T i f f any  c h a n d e l i e r s  a g a l a  
b a l l  was he ld  i n  1 9 2 0  and a t t e n d e d  by 3 0 0  g u e s t s  who danced t o  
t h e  l i v e  music o f  Fred Waring. A l i f e  s i z e d  p o r t r a i t  o f  Agra 
B e n n e t t  McKinley ( M r s .  Johnson McKinley) f o r  whom "Willow Glen" 
was b u i l t ,  hangs on t h e  w a l l  o p p o s i t e  t h e  f i r e p l a c e .  Among 
o t h e r  of the major rooms - a s i d e  from t h e  11 bedrooms and 8 b a t h s  - 
a r e  t h e  l i b r a r y  w i t h  a  T i f f a n y  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  bay window and 
a m a n t e l  from Sussex,  England; a  7-sided formal d i n i n g  room; 
and a b i l l i a r d  room f i n i s h e d  i n  wormy chestauk.  

The q u a l i t y  of c o n s t r u c t i o n  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  house,  from 
t h e  roo f  o f  r e d  French s h i n g l e  t i l e s  t o  t h e  basement complete  
w i t h  a c o a l  mine t h a t  p rov ided  &a1 f o r  t h e  fu rnace ,  l e n d s  
"Willow Glen" a s p e c i a l  p l a c e  among t h e  g r e a t  houses o f  
West V i r g i n i a .  



- - - 
5. Bignificaace 

Period A r e a s  of Significance-Check and just i fy  below 

- prehistoric - archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion 

- 1400-1499 archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 

- 1500-1 599 - agriculture - economics - literature Sculpture 
- 1600-1699 X architecture - education - military - social1 
- 7700-1799 - art - engin2ering music humanitarian 

- 1800-1 899 - commerce -- exploration/settlement - philosophy - theater 
3 1900- - cammunications X industry - politics:government - transportation 

- invention 2 other (specify) 
- Local  Histon1 

r( 

Spec i f i c  dates e p  BuildsriAreAitect  W O ~  f .  arc^ t e c t  

Statament of Significance (in one paragrap h)  

"Willow Glen" i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  because it r e p r e s e n t s  one o f  
West V i r g i n i a ' s  b e s t  s u r v i v i n g  exznples  of e a r l y  20fn-century 
b a r o n i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  b u i l t  from t h e  f o r t u n e  of one of t h e  r e g i o n ' s  
" c a p t a i n s  o f  i n d u s t r y " ;  i t  i s  e q u a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  t h e  s e a t  of a 
prominent  couple ,  Johnson CamdeCn b!cXinley and Agra Benne t t  -NcKinley, 
who comiss ioned "Willow Glen" and played s g i n i f i c a n t  r o l e s  i n  t h e  
i n d u s t r i a l  h i s t o r y  and s o c i a l  mi leau of  Wheeling and Ohio County, 
W e s t  V i r g i n i a .  

Fred Dempwolf, t h e  a r c h i t e c t  of York, Pennsy lvania ,  wha 
p r e p a r e d  p l a n s  f o r  Willow Glen, so-named bscause  a nearby  r a v i n e  
i s  shaded  w i t h  wi l low trees, was h i r e d  t o  des ign  a s u i t a b l e  res- 
i d e n c e  f o r  Johnson McKinley's new b r i d e ,  Agra Benne t t ,  whom 
McKinley mar r i ed  on A p r i l  1 4 ,  1 9 1 4 .  The massive s a n d s t c n e  house 
begun i n  t h a t  yee- r e q u i r e d  s i x  y e a r s  t o  c o n s t r u c t ;  it w a s  n o t  
opened u n t i l  1920. The mans ion ' s  spzicious room arrangements  i n -  
c l u d e  a 2 - s to ry  entrance ro tunda ,  a  grand sa lon ,  an  Engl i sh-s ty19  
l i b r a r y  and 30 o r  s o  a d d i t i o n a l  chaiibers a l i g n e d  w i t h i n  two 
mass ive  wings forming an  "L"- layout  on a wooded h i l l s i d e  i n  t h e  
manner of a European v i l l a .  S e v e r a l  a r c h i  t e c t u r a l  t h e n e s  s t a n d  
o u t  i n  t h e  des ign .  C l a s s i c a l  s y i n ~ e t r y  i s  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  t r e a t -  
ment  of  t h e  gab led  end p a v i l i o n s  and Renaissance Rev iva l  e lements  
o f  t h e  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  l o g g i a  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of 
t h e  f o u n t a i n  and formal  p i a z z a .  Mr, Dempvralf des igned  a s i m i l a r  
r o m a n t i c - s t y l e  f o u n t a i n  i n  t h e  Hahn 3ouse a t  8 6 3  South  George S t r e e t  
i n  York,  Pennsy lvania .  AnoLLher of t h e  a r c h i t e c t ' s  o u t s t a n d i n g  
b u i l d i n g s  i s  t h e  S t .  F r a n c i s  Prep  School f o r  Boys, a l so  o f  York. 

Johnson Camden N c X i n l e ~  was born i n  Parkersbury  a l t hough  
o n e  of h i s  a n c e s t o r s ,  Capt .  John NcXinley, w a s  an  e a r l y  land '  
owner i n  t h e  Wheeling area, DIcKinley was named f o r  t h e  n a t i o n a l l y  
prominent  U , S .  s e n a t o r ,  ~ o h n s o n '  N, Camden, t h e  W e s t  V i r g i n i a  
Democratic P a r t y  boss  and "Robber Baron"- , e r a  businessman. Upox 
r e t u r n i n g  t o  Wheeling i n  1893, NcXinley engaged . . i n  s e v e r a l  minor 
b u s i n e s s e s  u n t i l  he had a c q u i r e d  c a p i t a l  t o  e n t e r  t h e  c o a l  opera-  
t i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  ,an o c c u p a t i o n  t h a t  made him a f t e r  1 9 0 8  a weal thy 
c o a l  owner and c o a l  merchant .  A-t l e a s t  e i g h t  of n o r t h e r n  West 
V i r g i n i a ' s  major c o a l  companies were organized  o r  owned by him. 



Agra Benne t t  NcKinley was a  member o f  t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
B e n n e t t  f ami ly  o f  Weston, Lewis County; she  grew up i n  p r i v e l e g e d  
su r round ings .  She was named Agra f o r  t h e  I n d i a n  c i t y ,  t h e  s i t e  
o f  t h e  T a j  Mahal. On her  18'-th b i r t h d a y  s h e  was p re sen ted  a t  
t h e  c o u r t  of King George V and Queen Mary. While somewhat 
younger  t han  h e r  husband, M r s .  McXinley assumed w i t h  e a s e  h e r  
c h o r e s  a s  a h o s t e s s  t o  Wheeling s o c i e t y .  She t r a v e l e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  
and f i l l e d  h e r  huge house wi th  v a l u a b l e  f u r n i s h i n g s  and a r t  
o b j e c t s ,  most of which s u r v i v e  i n  e x c e l l e n t  s t a t e s  of p re se rva -  
t i o n .  M r s .  McKinley's mother, S a l l i e  Haxwell Benne t t ,  a member 
o f  a n o t h e r  prominent  West V i r g i n i a  f a m i l y ,  s p e n t  he r  2 1 s t  b i r t h d a y  
i n  Rome i n  1878. M r s .  B e n n e t t ' s  son,  (and Agra 's  b r o t h e r )  
Louis  11, d i s t i n g u i s h e d  himself  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  d u r i n g  
World War I. Louis  A. Benne t t ,  a l i e u t e n a n t  i n  t h e  F o r t i e t h  
Squadron B r i t i s h  Royal A i r  Force,  was k i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n  i n  1918, 
S a l l i e  Benne t t ,  h i s  mother, e s t a b l i s h e d  s e v e r a l  memorials t o  him 
a s  r eco rded  i n  a f ami ly  brochure:  

I n  1918, Mrs. B e n n e t t ' s  son ,  Louis  11, 
born  i n  1894 was k i l l e d  when he was a  f l y e r  
for t h e  Royal A i r  Force ,  v o l u t e e r i n g  h i s  
s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  Engl i sh .  I n  memory of  h e r  
beloved son,  she  l e f t  memorials  a l l  ove r  t h e  
world:  i n  Wavrin, France,  a  chape l  where he 
c r a shed .  . . i n  Wheeling, a  l i f e  s i z e  bronze 
s t a t u e  " t h e  Av ia to r "  by Augustus Lukeman of 
N e w  York ded ica t ed  i n  1924. . . i n  New York C i t y  
a t  S t ,  Thomas Ep i scopa l  Church a  b e a u t i f u l  
t a p e s t r y  near  t h e  c h o i r  l e f t  where he  sang 
as a c h i l d  and i n  Wes tmin is te r  Abbey, London, 
a b e a u t i f u l  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  window w i t h  t h e  
West V i r g i n i a  s t a t e  s e a l  i n  t h e  lower r i g h t  
c o r n e r ,  ded ica t ed  i n  1922 - the on ly  s t a t e  
s e a l  i n  t h e  Abbey! 

Agra McKinley's f a t h e r ,  Louis  A. Benne t t ,  a one-time 
Speaker  o f  t h e  West V i r g i n i a  House of  De lega t e s  (18911, was t h e  
u n s u c c e s s f u l  Democratic c a n d i d a t e  f o r  Governor i n  1 9 0 8 .  

#9 Major B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  References  

"Willow Glen" (Brochure n a r r a t i n g  h i s t o r y  of Willow Glen 
p r i n t e d  by t h e  owner) n.d.n.p. 



B l i z z a r d ,  F . J i l l i a m  C .  "Agra' s Temple i n  Wheeling, " Sunday Gazette-!?ail  
( S t a t e  Flagazine S e c t i o n )  December 7,  1969. 

In te rv ie rq  at "Willow Glen",  M r s .  Johnson tlcKinley and Rodney C o l l i n s ,  
A p r i l  27 ,  1 9 8 3 .  ( F i l e d  i n  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  Un i t )  

UMT References 

Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary descr ip t ion  and justification Inc ludes  a t r i a n g u l a r  a r e a  bounded by 2 paved dr ive-  
way t o  t h e  sou th ,  west ,  and n o r t h  and a s t r a i g h c  l i n e  running i n  a s o u t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  
f r o m  t h e  te rminus  of t h e  driveway N.E. of t h e  house t o  a p o i n t  i n t e r s e c t i n g  with t h e  
e n t r a n c e  of t h e  driveway and Rt.  88. - 
hisf all statas and c o u n t i e s  f o r  p rope f l i e s  overlapping state or coun ty  boundar ies  

s ta te  N/A code county code 

s ta te  code county code 

name it it!^ Rodney S.  Collins, , A r c h i . t e c t u ~ a l  H i s t o r i a n  
H i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t i o n  Unit 

organization w . v ~ .  Dept. of Culture & History date June lo, 
C a p i t o l  C o m p l e x  

clty or  town C h a r l e s t o n  state W e s t  V i r g i n i a  25305  

3 2. Sfate His4sait Paeservatkm Q-Jlicea C~sl j?5xatkm 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national -2.K state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1956 (Public Law 89- 
SSS), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has  been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures se t  

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 7 

S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  Preservation / bate J u l y  10, 1983 
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