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1. Name of Pro~ertv 
-- 

historic name Good, L. S . , House 
other nameslsite number 

street 8. number 95 14th Street /J not for publication 
city, town Wheeling U vicinity 
state West Virginia - code W,V. 54 county Ohio code 069 zip code 26003 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 

174 private building(s) Contributing Noncontributing 
public-local C] district 1 buildings 
public-State 17 site sites 
public-Federal structure structures 

[7 object objects 

1 0 Total 
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register N/A 

4. StatelFederal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
mnomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

I National Register of HistoricRlaces and meets the Drocedural and ~rofessional reauirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. / 
' I Register criteiia. 17 See 

*- 

I -. , . 
Signature of certifymg offi 

i 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property 0 meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register. 
See continuation sheet. 

Odetermined eligible for the National 
Register. See continuation sheet. 

mdetermined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

C ]  removed from the National Register. 
other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Functlon or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Gomestic - s i n g l e  d w e l l i n g  R e c r e a t i o n  and C u l t u r e  - museum 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) - 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation s t o n e  
d 7 0 t h  -v walls b r i c k  

R e v i v a l s  - Neo-Class ica l  R e v i v a l  
roof s l a t e  
other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The L.S. Good House h a s  s t o o d  s i n c e  1904 a t  95 1 4 t h  S t r e e t  i n  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  
s e c t i o n  of E a s t  Wheel ing,  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  c o m e r c i a l  c o r e  of Wheeling. The t h r e e - s t o r y  
r e d  b r i c k  townhouse s t a n d s  on a  s l i g h t l y  e l e v a t e d  s i t e  t h a t  rises i n  a g e n t l e  g r a d e  
from w e s t  t o  e a s t  a long  1 4 t h  S t r e e t .  The narrow l o t  and d e n s i t y  of  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  
ne ighborhood  r e q u i r e d  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  t o  d e s i g n  a  t a l l  e d i f i c e  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o n t a i n  t h e  
volume o f  s p a c e  r e q u i r e d  by a s o c i a l l y  prominent and wea l thy  c l i e n t  accustomed t o  
e n t e r t a i n i n g .  Mr. Good's  house  was a l s o  commodious enough t o  accommodate members 
o f  h i s  immedia te  f a m i l y ,  r e l a t i v e s ,  and s e r v a n t s .  

The e x t e r i o r  is  a  handsome, though r e s t r a i n e d  compos i t ion  i n  t h e  Neo-Class ica l  
R e v i v a l  s t y l e  t h a t  b e l i e s  a n  i n t e r i o r  which i s  t o t a l l y  g r a n d ,  sumptuous, and t h e  
e p i t o m e  o f  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  and Edwardian opu lence .  

P r i n c i p a l  o rnamenta l  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  e x t e r i o r  a r e  conf ined  t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e  f a c a d e ,  
t h e  o n l y  pr imary e l e v a t i o n .  (The west e l e v a t i o n ,  now open t o  view, w a s  p r e v i o u s l y  
h i d d e n  by a n o t h e r  house which was r a z e d  t o  p rov ide  s p a c e  f o r  a  pa rk ing  l o t . )  The 
I o n i c  o r d e r  i s  c a r r i e d  t h r o u g h  a t  t h e  f r o n t  i n  a  m a g n i f i c e n t  f u l l - w i d t h  porch c a r r i e d  
by p a i r s  and c l u s t e r s  of  f l u t e d  wooden columns on s a n d s t o n e  p l i n t h s .  A wide f r i e z e ,  
e n r i c h e d  c o r n i c e ,  and b a l u s t r a d e  of a t t e n u a t e d  u r n - s t y l e  b a l u s t e r s  a c c e n t s  t h e  porch  
above  a s o l i d  f l o o r  s u p p o r t e d  by a s h l a r  b l o c k s  w i t h  bush hammered s u r f a c e s .  Above 
t h e  p o r c h ' s  e n t r a n c e  bay,  which is  s l i g h t l y  p r o j e c t i n g ,  i s  a  t h r e e - s i d e d  bay window 
which fo rms  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  f e a t u r e  of  t h e  second s t o r y .  Its c e n t e r  window c o r n i c e  
i s  surmounted w i t h  a  p r e s s e d / h o l l o w  m e t a l  c a r t o u c h e  f l a n k e d  by c o n s o l e s .  

An engaged I o n i c  b r i c k  co lonnade  r e s t i n g  upon a  s t o n e  s t r i n g c o u r s e  p r o v i d e s  t h e  
d i v i s i o n s  between t h e  f i v e  doublehung windows of t h e  t h i r d  s t o r y .  A broad,  d e n t i l e d  
c o r n i c e  and paneled  b r i c k  p a r a p e t  c a p  t h e  1 4 t h  S t r e e t  f a c a d e .  The s i d e  e l e v a t i o n s  
a r e  of common bond b r i c k ,  though of l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  terms of d e s i g n  e x c e p t  f o r  
t h e  west w a l l  which is c e n t e r e d  w i t h  a t h r e e - s i d e d ,  t h r e e - s t o r y  bay c o n t a i n i n g  s t a i n e d  
g l a s s  windows. The windows a t  e a c h  l e v e l  a r e  h i g h l y  s i g n i f i c a n t ;  t h e i r  e f f e c t  i s ,  
however ,  a  t o p i c  c o n f i n e d  t o  d e t a i l s  o f  i n t e r i o r  des ign .  

E s s e n t i a l  t o  d i s c u s s i o n  of any s u b j e c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a r t s  is  t h e  
i n s t a l l a t i o n  and placement  o f  Wheeling-made and manufactured b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  and 
f i n i s h  i t e m s  such  as b r i c k ,  metal, t i l e ,  and g l a s s .  The L.S. Good House is  a n  
u n u s u a l l y  we l l -p rese rved  h i g h - s t y l e  r e s i d e n c e  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  l o c a l  c r a f t s m e n s h i p  and 
m a t e r i a l  produced i n  a v e r y  w e a l t h y  c i t y  w i t h  a  d i v e r s i t y  of i n d u s t r i e s  producing 

[X1 See continuation sheet 
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b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s .  Whee l ing ,  West V i r g i n i a ,  was i n d e e d  one  o f  t h e  r i c h e s t  c i t i e s  
f o r  i t s  s i z e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 t h  and e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  I ts b a s e  
o f  heavy i n d u s t r y  and  c r i t i c a l  l o c a t i o n  a t  t h e  conve rgence  of  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Road, Ohio 
R i v e r ,  and B & 0 R a i l r o a d ,  combined w i t h  s k i l l e d  immigran t  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  a r r i v i n g  from 
Germany i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  gave  Wheeling a  d i s t i n c t  and e s p e c i a l l y  r i c h  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
l e g a c y .  

Q u a l i t y  of  i n t e r i o r  s p a c e s  is  immedia t e ly  e v i d e n t  as one  e n t e r s  t h e  h o u s e ' s  
oak-paneled  v e s t i b u l e  w i t h  i t s  g e o m e t r i c a l l y  p a t t e r n e d  t i l e  f l o o r  and  upper w a l l s  
c o v e r e d  i n  l i n c r u s t a .  The m a s s i v e  mul l ioned  doorway i s  c e n t r a l  t o  t h e  d e s i g n  of t h e  
e n t r a n c e  f o y e r  w i t h i n  which  n a t u r a l  l i g h t  f l o o d s  f rom i ts s i d e l i g h t s ,  t ransom l i g h t ,  
and c e n t r a l  door  p a n e l  f i l l e d  w i t h  a go rgeous  d i s p l a y  o f  b e v e l e d  g l a s s  set i n  z i n k  
cames. Foyer  f i n i s h  i s  e q u a l l y  s p e c t a c u l a r ;  t h e  oak  p a n e l e d  w a l l s ,  deep  c o r n i c e s ,  
and h a n d c r a f t e d  b u i l t - i n  f o y e r  seat set t h e  t o n e  f o r  t h e  a d j a c e n t  s t a i r h a l l ,  l a v i s h l y  
a p p o i n t e d  i n  o a k ,  s t a i n e d  g l a s s ,  and Wheeling t i l e .  

Off  t h e  e n t r a n c e  f o y e r  t o  t h e  l e f t  is  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p a r l o r .  Its l i g h t  c o l o r e d  
c u r l e y  maple dado and ma tch ing  wood m a n t e l  p r o v i d e  a c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  d a r k e r  c r o s s - c u t  
oak  p a n e l i n g  and t r i m  o f  t h e  o u t e r  f o y e r  and s t a i r h a l l .  I n  c o n t r a s t  a l s o  are t h e  
c u r v i n g  e d g e s ,  c o r n e r s ,  and g e n e r a l l y  e l l i p t i c a l  t r e a t m e n t s  common t o  t h e  French manner 
t h a t  c a n  be s e e n  i n  t h e  m a n t e l ,  console- f ramed o v e r m a n t e l ,  and  c e i l i n g  p l a s t e r w o r k .  

D i v i d i n g  t h e  s t a i r h a l l  from t h e  f o y e r  are two f r e e - s t a n d i n g  I o n i c  oak columns 
(on  p e d e s t a l s )  s u p p o r t i n g  a n  oak a r c h i t r a v e .  L i g h t  i n  t h i s  s p a c e  is  subdued,  though 
r i c h  due  t o  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  windows which  r e f l e c t  h u e s  of  g o l d ,  r e d ,  
burgundy,  g r e e n ,  e tc .  Above t h e  g r e e n  W h e e l i n g - t i l e d  f i r e p l a c e  i s  a huge m i r r o r e d  
o v e r m a n t e l  t h a t  is  p o s i t i o n e d  t o  r e f l e c t  and t i e  t o g e t h e r  t h e  c h a m b e r ' s  many c o l o r s  
and  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l s ,  among t h e s e ,  t h e  grand s t a i r c a s e  w i t h  i t s  f r e e - s t a n d i n g  
newel  crowned w i t h  a b r o n z e  f ema le  f i g u r e  h o l d i n g  a t h r e e - b r a n c h  l i g h t ,  t h e  f i x t u r e s  
of which a r e  o r c h i d s  w i t h  a b a l o n e  s h e l l  s u r r o u n d s .  The f o u r - f e e t  f i g u r e  b e a r s  t h e  
p e d e s t a l  mark "ORCHIDEE", P a r  Dubois .  

To t h e  n o r t h ,  o f f  t h e  s t a i r h a l l ,  i s  t h e  r i c h l y  a p p o i n t e d ,  s p a c i o u s  d i n i n g  room. 
The s h o u l d e r - h i g h  oak  p a n e l i n g  m a r r i e s  a  s p e c t a c u l a r  b u i l t - i n ,  two- l eve l  c h i n a  
c u p b o a r d - b u f f e t  a l o n g  t h e  east  w a l l .  I ts  l o w e r ,  hand-carved cupboa rd  d o o r s  a r e  r i c h l y  
p a n e l e d  and d i v i d e d  by a c a n t h u s  l e a f - d e c o r a t e d  c o n s o l e s .  The u p p e r  p a r t  of  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  is e m b e l l i s h e d  w i t h  c lassical  c a r v e d  o r n a m e n t s  and c u r v e d ,  beve led  g l a s s .  
A t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  ( w e s t )  end  of  t h e  room a burgundy t i l e d  f i r e p l a c e  is set  benea th  a n  
o v e r m a n t e l  i n  t h e  form o f  a n  oak  c a r v e d  s h e l l  nifche s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e  d i s p l a y  o f  
s t a t u a r y  o r  a r t w o r k .  Oak themes  are c a r r i e d  t h r o u g h  i n  t h e  beamed c e i l i n g .  

S t a i n e d  g l a s s  and b e v e l e d  g l a s s  windows p l a y  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  
d e s i g n  o f  t h e  house .  T h e r e  are twenty-two i n  a l l ,  e a c h  p r o v i d i n g  c o l o r  v a r i a t i o n s  
i n  harmony w i t h  woods o r  t i l e ,  and many p r o v i d i n g  t r a n s i t i o n a l  o r  i n t r o d u c t o r y  c o l o r  
f rom room t o  room, o r  h a l l  t o  room. Burgund ies ,  f o r  example ,  are p r e v a l e n t ;  a 
m a r v e l o u s  f l o w  o f  c o l o r ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  melds  w i t h  burgundy Wheel ing  t i l e  i n  some 
f i r e p l a c e s .  
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The s p a t i a l  c o r e  and c l imax  of t h e  i n t e r i o r  is  t h e  t h r e e - s t o r y  openwe l l  s t a i r .  
T h i s  s t r u c t u r e  i s  a r e s e r v o i r  of s p a c e  t h a t  b e s p e a k s  e l e g a n t  f i n i s h  and a tmosphe r i c  
e f f e c t  c r e a t e d  by c o n s t a n t l y  chang ing  c o l o r e d  l i g h t .  The l a n d i n g s  between t h e  f i r s t  
and  s e c o n d ,  and second  and t h i r d  f l o o r s  a r e  e a c h  l i g h t e d  by s t a i n e d  g l a s s  windows 
i n  g r o u p s  o f  t h r e e .  C r a f t s m e n - s t y l e  oak window s e a t s  are b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  walls benea th  
t h e  windows a t  e a c h  l a n d i n g .  

Upper f l o o r s  are  l a r g e  and w e l l  f i n i s h e d .  A s p a c i o u s  second f l o o r  bathroom is 
e s p e c i a l l y  handsome b e c a u s e  of  i t s  w h i t e  Wheeling t i l e  and s t a i n e d  g l a s s  window 
d e p i c t i n g  water l i l l i e s  o r  l o t u s  f l o w e r s  i n  t h e  A r t  Nouveau s t y l e .  

Tr im wood on t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  is  p i n e ,  r e f l e c t i n g  common b u i l d i n g  p r e f e r e n c e s  
o f  t h e  day which a l l o w e d  f o r  u s e  of  l e s s  e x p e n s i v e  woods on t h e  l e s s  f o r m a l  upper 
h o u s e  l e v e l s .  An e s p e c i a l l y  o u t s t a n d i n g  f e a t u r e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i s  found on t h e  t h i r d  
f l o o r .  I t  is  a  l a r g e  f i r e p l a c e  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  bedroom f e a t u r i n g  a t e n - f e e t  h i g h  
s u r r o u n d  of  Wheel ing  burgundy t i l e .  F l a n k i n g  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  is  a  b u i l t - i n  g l a s s  
bookcase  and v a n i t y .  
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8. Statement of Slgniflcance 
Certifymg official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

nationally IX] statewide locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria A B C D 

criteria Considerations (Exceptions) 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
Architecture ;,$6&-1,3.-,7 A 
Ethnic Heritage - European, Jewish 
Commerce 
Social History - Philanthropv 

Cultural Affiliation 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
M i  1 1 arrl F. Giesey . architect L.S. Good 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The L.S. Good House is significant because it is an exceptionally well-preserved 
Wheeling, West Virginia, early twentieth-century urban landmark of residential 
high-style architecture. The edifice derives additional significance for its 
association with L.S. Good, one of Wheeling's most successful, prominent, and popular 
merchants in the late 19th and early 20th century. His family in later years 
continued to play an important role in Wheeling civic and business affairs. 

In its Neo-Classical Revival style the L.S. Good House recalls some of the finer 
townhouses of eastern cities such as Balitmore, Philadelphia, and Boston. The house's 
sumptuous character is largely on the interior, for like its period large city 
counterparts crowded urban conditions required much design attention to confined 
building sites. The Good House is tall for this reason. The building is evidence 
furthermore of the architect's skillful assemblage of architectural elements that 
unify the structure inside and out. In all probability Mr. Good played a role in 
the design of his house, a not surprising fact considering the merchant's dealings 
in the sale of dry goods and house furnishings. 

The L.S. Good House is an unusually well-preserved townhouse incorporating local 
craftsmenship and materials produced in a wealthy city famous for its industrial 
base that produced many products used in construction, such as lumber, brick, metal, 
tile, and glass. Attributed to a prolific Wheeling architect, Millard F. Giesey, 
the house was appointed with fine woodwork. The carpentry, for example, is credited 
to a Mr. Woods, and the stairhall mantel, an especially outstanding feature, to a 
man named Fortney from the Claysville/Little Washington area. Another example of 
interesting craftsmenship is the exquisite painting of a mischievous German gentleman 
holding a large beer stein. Painted on the wall beneath the main staircase of the 
house, the artwork is credited to a Mr. Kaufman, a native German artist. It is said 
Mr. Good much enjoyed the small room containing the painting because he could retire 
there in complete privacy to smoke or read. The little chamber, at the west end 
of the stairhall, contains important stained glass windows with several accents in 
Prussian blue. 

See continuation sheet 
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X i l l a r d  F .  G iesey  p r a c t i c e d  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  Wheeling i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  and e a r l y  
2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  H i s  works  were wide-ranging:  r e s i d e n c e s ,  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  commercial  
b u i l d i n g s .  A one-t ime p a r t n e r  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t  Wheeling a r c h i t e c t  Edward B. Franzheim,  
G i e s e y  produced p l a n s  f o r  b u i l d i n g s  as f a r  s o u t h  as F a y e t t e  County,  W.Va. 

Lee Samuel Good (1855-1927) was born  i n  G a i l i n g e n ,  S w i t z e r l a n d ,  a son of  German 
s p e a k i n g  J e w i s h  p a r e n t s .  He l e f t  h i s  f a m i l y  and immigra ted  t o  America a t  t h e  a g e  
of e i g h t e e n .  V i r t u a l l y  p e n n i l e s s ,  Good, whose g i v e n  name was Lippmann Gut ,  a r r i v e d  
a t  G a l v e s t o n ,  T e x a s ,  i n  1873.  Not s u c c e s s f u l  i n  b u s i n e s s  t h e r e ,  i t  is h e l d  t h a t  
Good walked t o  Wheel ing ,  West V i r g i n i a ,  where " c o u r a g e ,  h a r d  work, and achievement"  
a l l o w e d  him t o  set up a b u s i n e s s  i n  f o r e i g n  and domes t i c  d r y  goods ,  c a r p e t s ,  o i l  
c l o t h s ,  and v a r i o u s  househo ld  items. Good 's  s t o r e  began on Main S t r e e t ,  j u s t  above  
1 2 t h ,  h a v i n g  been l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  C o t t o n  B u i l d i n g ,  a n d ,  a f t e r  t h e  tu rn -o f - the -cen tu ry ,  
a t  1132 Main S t r e e t .  Good neve r  f o r g o t  h i s  be loved  p a r e n t s '  a d v i c e  and a d m o n i t i o n ,  
g i v e n  t o  him i n  a l e t t e r  i n  1883: 

"My Dear Son:  

Accept  t h e  Book of  your  F a t h e r s ,  s t r i v e  t o  be  p i o u s  and 
good t h a t  t h i n g s  may go w e l l  w i t h  you.  P ray  w i t h  d i l i g e n c e  and 
t h i n k  of God, f o r  he  w i l l  h e l p  you i n  t i m e  of need .  

Omit e v i l  companions,  s t a y  away f rom t e m p t a t i o n .  

Think of  your p a r e n t s  and walk i n  t h e  w a y  of t h e  Lord.  
The e y e s  of  God are upon you. 

The h o n o r a b l e  name and r e p u t a t i o n  which you have a t t a i n e d ,  
w i l l  be a c c o r d e d  w i t h  e v e r y  tongue .  C o n t i n u e  i n  t h a c  way and 
l e t  i t  blossom i n t o  a b e a u t i f u l  f u t u r e ,  t h a t  you may f i n d  your  
way c o n s t r u c t i v e  and i n  s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  good of a l l  mankind. 

The l o v e  you have shown t o  your  p a r e n t s ,  s h a l l  be r e t u r n e d  
t o  you w i t h  God ' s  r i c h e s t  b l e s s i n g s .  

May God watch  o v e r  you,  p r o t e c t  you from a l l  danger  and 
so r row and b l e s s  your  d e p a r t u r e ,  and  when you meet your new s h o r e  
o f  l i f e ,  l i v e  and c o n t i n u e  i n  t h e  way o f  your  t e a c h i n g .  

Your l o v i n g  p a r e n t s "  
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L.S. Good and Company grew i n t o  one of t h e  Ohio Valley's most s u c c e s s f u l  
b u s i n e s s e s .  Good, who r e g u l a r l y  e n t e r t a i n e d  employees of h i s  s t o r e  a t  95  1 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  
became a  l e a d i n g  p h i l a n t h r o p i s t  i n  Wheeling.  The g i f t s  were o f t e n  g i v e n  anonymously. 
Wheeling Pa rk  r e c e i v e d  much a t t e n t i o n  from L.S. Good; t h e  twin  l a k e s  t h e r e  were b u i l t  
a s  a  r e s u l t  of h i s  g e n e r o s i t y .  A t  t h e  hour of  Good's f u n e r a l ,  n e a r l y  e v e r y  s t o r e  
i n  Wheeling c l o s e d  i t s  d o o r s  i n  h i s  honor .  

One of Good 's  s o n s ,  Samuel L. Good (1894-1983), who r e s i d e d  a t  9 5  1 4 t h  S t r e e t  
from abou t  1904 t o  1920,  c o n t i n u e d  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  Wheeling P a r k ,  s e r v i n g  
on t h e  Pa rk  Commission from 1933 t o  1972.  Another s o n ,  Sidney S. Good, S r .  ( d .  1952) ,  
h e l p e d  d i r e c t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of  L.S. Good & Co. 
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Specify repository: 
95 14th Street. Wheeling. W.V. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property less than 1 acre 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

The house occupies nearly the entire city lot, lot #95, which measures 35 feet 
by 120 feet. The lot is part of Bellair Square, East Wheeling. 

[?See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The noafnated property constitutes thz entire city lot historically associzteS with 
the L.S. Good Kouse. 
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