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1. Name
historic Clelland House; Houzhton House
and/or common Clelland-Houghton-Wallace Log House
4% o T3
2. Localion
street & number Off County Route 250/4 — not for publication
city, town Whitehall (llarion Co.) _x_ vicinity of congressional district  Second
state West Virginia code 54 county Taylor code 091
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—— district — public X _occupied . agriculture — Mmuseum
X _building(s) _x_ private —— unoccupied —— commercial - park
—— structure - both . work in progress .- educational - X _ private residence
—— Site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment - religious
____ object __ in process X yes: restricted —-—— government —_ scientific
_ being considered — . yes: unrestricted — - industrial ___transportation
——_no —_ military —other:
4. Owner of Property
name S. P2yl and Farie Hall wallace
street & number Rovte 7, Box 347
city, town Fairmont _X_ vicinity of state West Virginia 26554
5. Location of Lega! Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Taylor County Courthouse
street & number ¥ain Street
city, town Grafton state Vest Vireinis
©. Flepresentation in Existing Surveys
title has this property been determined elegible? __yes __ no
date — federal ___ state ____ county _local

depository for survey records

city, town _ state




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
—excellent —deteriorated ____ unaltered -X_ original site
-X_ good — ruins X __ altered —— moved date
— fair - unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Clelland-Houghton-Wallace Loz House is a detached former farmhouse
situated on a hillside overlooking an expnanse of open land 2long a small
run near the Taylor-Marion county line. Its main ssction, constructed of
"7t _notched logs, has two stories and partial basement, while the attached
frome kitchen unit has ons story adove its rubble-stone foundation.

This eable-roofed strvcture is rectanzular in olan with porches at
front and rear. Fach porch apvarently datss from a much 1=ter pariod tnzn
the time of first construction, but the hillside slove is such that =
vorch almost certainly always would have been on the southwest (front)
elevation., These appendages are as uncomplicated as the dwelling itself,
consisting of squared posts supporting low-pitched roofs on line bestween
floors and zcross the entire lenzth of the loz unit (that at the rear also
extends along the kitchen addition).

=

As with many small farmhouses in this srea, window 2ni door openings
have been altered freguently over its long history. Although placement
i1s about 2s originally plsnned (there is no evidence of unusual or changed
cuts in loz walls), tyve and style of sash undoubtedly have been updated
several times. Now there are sinzle vane, 1/1 and multiple vane arrange-
ments, some of which do not open. Doors are centersd on front and rear
of the loz part (following 2 so-c2lled Scotch-Irish floorolan) and at the

rear of the kitchen.

The only chimney i1s on the southeast side, znd it is tnis element
that is of svecial interest, Unlike construction technigues typically
used in log houses of early to mid nineteenth century in West(ern)
Virginiza, the Clelland-Houzhton-allace Log House do2s not have an
exterior stone or brick chimney. Nor is it entirely on the inside ol the
wall., Instead, the field stons base atop the foundation forms vart of
the southezast wall, located in the center third and replacing the nid-
section of the first three lozs. 3ZBeyond that voint the chimney curves
tnside the wall snd extends straizht upward throush tns ridgeline of the
roof. This technique is seen elsewhars in the vicinity in at least one
building (the Nchorter Log House at Jackson's kill, Lewis County), but
its use was apparently confined to 2 much zreater extent than exterior

placement.

C {te

As with most small log housss, this was designed with one large roon
on each floor. Partitions could be erected as required; the owner simply
attached vertical planks at floor level and to the beaded open ceiling
beams of the first floor. Only the lower story has a fireplace, and to
its side is a characteristic winding stair leading to low rooms above.
Originally, thers was no oveninz in the northwest wall to tne frare
kitchen; until this century one hard to zo outside to pass between sections.
Because this dwelling was lived in constantly for more than 100 years, the
interior rersined functional znd evolved to reflect family tastes, It is
vrobable that the loz walls always have been covered in some manner,
either with whitewash, plaster or wood paneling, Today there are various
applications, but wood has replacsd a drywall arrangement as the main
interior covering.



FHR-8-300A
(11/78) ) ,
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR e e
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE PO HCRS USE DHLY.

RECEIVED
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |, ...
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM AR BN

Clelland-Houghton~9Wallacs Loz House, Taylor County, West Virzinia

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 2

It may be said that this former farmhouse is functional and
plain, yet as center of a working comvlex it must have avpveared in-
vressive with its full array of outhuildinas: barn, corncrib, cellar
house, blacvsmith shon and vens, FMost oriocinsls 2re no loniser shand-
ing, but newer (thouch less used) structures have taken their places,
inclvding a workshop, open storage building and 2 "barn' that incor-
vorates much stone and wood of previous outhbuildinecs, Although thess
are all nart of more recent dscadss of this century, the complex,
apcroschad alone & winding dirt drive that leaves » hilly county road
bafore crossine River Run's south fork, still avnnears well fitted into
a hillside, thus pressnting a ricturesgue landscars of woods, filelds
and an o077 loz housa to massershy.




8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

- prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning .___ landscape architecture____ religion

— 14001499 ____ archeology-historic —_conservation — law — science

— . 1500-1599 ____agriculture —___economics — literature —— sculpture

16001698 _x  architecture ___ education - military —— sociaVl/

. 1700-1799 ____art —__engineering - music humanitarian

X 1800-1839 _____ commerce —___exploration/settlement ___ philosophy —theater

~X_ 1900~ — . communications ___ industry - politics/government  ___ transportation
_____invention . _X__ other (specify)

Loc2l history
Specific dates Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance {in one paragraph)

i

Tne Clelland-Toughbon-"alleces Lor Houss 1s NYEesse
farm dwellings in its section of vresent West Virginia. While construction
of logs is not unvsual, chimney plzcemnent within ti 1 and extending
into the housa's interior adds to its siznificance. Today this building is
among Taylor County's oldsst extant structures, apocarently oredating county
formation (18L4) by several decades.

rnitative of at-,-yslv

Explanation of Sienificance Statement

At the tire of Teylor County's formation in 1844, the Clelland family
had been well established in what becare Rooth's Creex District. The log
farmhovse and outbuildings of "Z2everawnd" James Clelland, located on River
Run, were valued at £100 (and tazxed for 2.,49) 25 ez2rly as 1845, an assess-
ment level indicating 2 middle vosition zmonz courty buildings, most of
which carrisd valuations of 550 to 3200, It is not certain that Clelland
cocefructcﬂ his log house or sxactly when 1t was built, but loeald informa-

ion egtimating erection =3 e2rly =28 the 1790 to 1910 veriod mizht be
correct. The buildin~'s otistence in 1944 h=s Teen orallyv documented by
a man (Carroll Clelland) whoss andfather (Georze F. Clelland) wes bo}n
there in that year,

Cleli=an’s continvad to own =nd farrs fhis vronavty, nrobably in o
subsistence ranner, well into the twentisth century, quobl menting their
livelihoo? by cuttinq timber 2nd doinz other assorted JOD ﬁcoo;ding to
Ezilo;n %g:uﬁoiizicgichq§:i gl?lWan wag also involved in construction
ew&’Ohio iiw;) betiean ;e Lb? w“’jwroﬁdw(jftgr v2rt of tﬂ° Baltimore
ar.d O re et arby Grafton and Farkersburg in 18£8, for in
ghitcyeaﬁ he and = j?rtger siened a deed of trust on a #5350 debt using
ag—igiiaé @§7s blacksrith tools, cooking stoves, hors ang houkehold goods

1T ~— : C] .
1970 tbhjfg“b;;;c%l'gﬁv S- 2 s cer Urv flb?~1_ ell1i r: the bhi?ilno in
ance (st%e'g‘aﬂhi‘u omers yho undertook o Dr°1pcv of revalr and mainten-
rengthening of the foundaplnn, replocement of several detsrioratine

lozs, zenersl cleaning +
i Ao iz gl 2Tl ld. ,Q e UC. t | & hj [
aTk. 2 ) to assure continued use of this leoeal 1

-<‘,(D

4

and-

O LAL ) e mAln 1LOZ sec .LOV}. 2024 :tl’" a( l l!l t;i[b
I&i<1v “2en bh vi;( tU) J ”"I". C,JI") O ’ vlel] 2 COnbe PC t 27T the Ira 10
% i uc! n vl t now rOX t;g ,3 2, L/() : J !;S oY l o l l'a‘ ?QP[Q |
: l v / / 1 th) wWa

;rﬁy, uOO, for it was surnosedly there when his grendfather
ih 1:° ?uzlﬂlnr, inciuding this kitchen section, is atop
foundation, and a hasemen

fo . senent extends into the h11lsaﬁe to

h
erth, Here log joists =re generally half-round vuncheons

was born. T
2 rubble-stone
gbout half its
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Simple "V" notchine of logs an? recitoangulsr floornlan with opposing
front snd re=ar Aoors are similar Lo rany log hovuses of the 1760-1850
period in this nart of West Virsini=a, A disftingulshing fezture of the

0o

+

CieVlandHnvuzaton-lallres Lo~ House, noravear, i cohirnay nliacenmsr
within »nd inside the southe=ast wall rather than wit
side 2s gener2lly was done. A foundation for this element is within
the baserent wall, from which 1t rises to exvose 2 stone exterior three
lozs high, reaching to shout the heizht of the stone lintel (there is
no mantelviace) of its only firevlace omnening before curving inward and
covrsing through second floor and ridgeline at roof level., Why such 2
construction technisgue was vused is not precisely known, but it may have
vrovided hatter he=at distribution (althouzh it could increase fire
Azneer) or served 2s 2 more integral structural suvonort., Whatever the
reason, it comtines with use of lozs o2nd a2ze of the farrhouvse to offer
8 glimpse of 2resn building history and lifestyle throusznout the nine-

teenth and into the twentieth centurizs,

v

in and on the out-

ot =
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9. Major 3Bibliogravhical References (continued):

Grafton, W.Va, Taylnr County Conurthouse. 32e~d, land and will books.

R
&

Jones, Greg, ‘'“"The Restored An

Ti West Virginia
ard Tomnrrow, IV, No. 13 (Arr

26,7978,

[

0]
r

¢

—
X

J

e

-

10, Geogranhical Data/Verval Boundary Descrintion and Justification
(continued):

straight 1ine a2bove the "barn" to meet a dirt roszd and treeline that
forms the northwest boundary. This irncludes 1and surrounding the house
and outbuildinzs 2nd forms a natural setting within the side of the
hi11 on which it is situated and the howl of land over which it looks.




- 9. .Major Bibliographical References y
Fairmont, W.Va, r. S. Favl Wallace, Notes on an interview with Nr. Carroll
Clelland and materials prenarad for a talk to the larion County Historiecal

Society, June 2, 1979.
Fairmont, W.Va, Marion County Courthouse, Deed books.

10. Geographical Data

i s
Acreage of nominated property 1% _acres (arvcroxirzately)
Quadrangle name fairmont West, W.Va, Quadrangle scale :2L000

UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justitication The prorerty 1s bounded on the southeast by
a fenceline avvroximately 100 feet east of the house, on the southwest by
the dirt drive fronm County Route 250/4 and the South Fork of River Run, on
the northwest by ths dirt drive from County Route 250/4 and extended in a

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Jares E., Hardinz, Historia=n
Fistoric Freservation Unit
organization Jert. of Culture and History date Yarch 8, 1980
The Culitural) Center
street & number Capltol Complex teiephone (304) 348-02:40
city or town Charleston state West Virginia

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

_—_ national —__state X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1956 (Public Law 85—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures s2t forth by the Heritage Cenggrvation and Recreation Service.
State Historic Preservation Officer signature Mw [ 2 -

. . . . May 2, 1980

titte State Historic Preservation Officer date
For HCRS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included in the Naticnal Register j“3
date

Keeper of the Maticnal Register

© Attest: ' date : R
_ Chief of Registration v : : ‘ o

GPO w33 333
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