
U hI TED S T A T E S  D t P A R T M E N T  O t  THE I h T E R I O K  
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN H O W  TO COMPLETENATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 

HISTORIC 
Jenkins,  General Albert G a l l a t i n ,  House; "Green Bottom" 

AND/OR COMMON 
Jenkins,  General Albert Gal la t in ,  House 

STREET & NUMBER 

8814 O h i o  River Road ( W. Va. Route 2)  -NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
Green Bottom & VICINITY OF Fourth 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
-DISTRICT -PUBLIC XOCCUPED 
XBUILDINGM LPRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK I N  PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUtSITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS X-YES: RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES: UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

PRESENT USE 
~ G R I C U L T U R E  -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY -OTHER: 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 

"IAME M r .  and Mrs. James T. Knight 
--- 

. STREET& NUMBER 

8814 Ohio River Road (W. Va. Route 2)  
-- -- -- -- -- - 

CITY TOWN STATE 
Lesage VICINITY OF West Virginia  25537 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Cabell  County Court House 
STREET & NUMBER 

4th Avenue and 8th S t r e e t  
- 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

- 
DATE 

-FEbERAL -STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY TOWN STATE 



CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED -UNALTERED )CORiGINAL SITE 

ZGOOD -RUINS ULTERED -MOVED DATF 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSEO 
---- --- 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT A N D  ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Attributing a s t y l e  t o  the  General Albert Gal la t in  Jenkins House requires some 
generalization and an understanding t h a t  i t s  bui lder ,  Captain W i l l i a m  Jenkins, had 
l ived along the James River of Virginia fo r  several  decades and moved to  the i n t e r i o r  
Ohiocountryin 1825 when he was nearing f i f t y  years of age. This may help t o  explain 
why the old Green Bottom e s t a t e ,  Federal i n  l i n e s ,  i s  very l a t e  i n  period. The 
delicacy of the  entrance d e t a i l ,  at tenuation of features ,  narrowness of the reeded 
attached co lomet tes  surrounding doors, slender glazing bars i n  windows, and use 
of patera  corner blocks a t  the par lor  door a l l  point  t o  this s ty l e ;  the  semiellip- 
t i c a l  fan l igh t  with s ide l igh ts  flanking the main entrance i s  charac te r i s t ic .  

This rectangular,  24 s tory ,  five-bay s t ruc ture  has always been a farmhouse. 
It sits atop a high foundation of cu t  sandstone blocks and i s  constructed of brick 
l a i d  i n  Flemish bond on the main entrance facade and a var ia t ion of common bond 
elsewhere (every s i x t h  course i s  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond). The gable roof i s  broken 
a t  the north ( f ront)  elevation by three dormers with pecul iar ly  glazed pediments 
( t r ad i t i on  holds t h a t  these a r e  or iginal ,  but ii so, they must have been highly 
innovative).  

Both f ron t  and r e a r  entrances a r e  approached by a s e r i e s  of s teps .  A t  one time 
G.. these were stone and the landing a t  the f ron t  included benches, but they have been 

replaced i n  the  twentieth century by wooden materials.  Symmetry i s  evident i n  
fenestra t ion with the  center entrance flanked by two windows, and the five-bay 
configuration i s  repeated on the  second f loor .  Casement windows a r e  used i n  the 
basement and dormers; there a r e  9/9 l i g h t  sashes on the main levels .  The only 
openings on the  gable ends a re  quarter-circle a t t i c  windows flanking the chimneys; 
the  e a s t  end a l so  has a door i n  the southeast corner. Exterior end chimneys serve 
s i x  fireplaces--one i n  each room. There i s  l i t t l e  decorative de ta i l ing  on the  
outside,  but the  fanlighted main entrance and br ick mousetooth cornice on f ron t  
and r e a r  elevations a r e  complemented by the pleasing window proportions. 

The i n t e r i o r  center-hall ,  s ingle-pile plan i s  eas i ly  ref lected on the ex t e r io r .  
The open-string, two-run stairway with simple brackets appears t o  have i t s  o r ig ina l  
handrail  and slender balusters .  Separate enclosed, s ingle-f l ight  s t a i r s  serve 
basement and a t t i c .  There i s  a simplicity i n  woodwork and trim, but the west par lor  
on the f i r s t  f l oo r  shows more refinement than any other room. The mantel has f l u t ed  
p i l a s t e r s  supporting a deep she l f ,  paneled splayed window reveals,  a paneled under- 
window and f lu t ed  door t r i m  with patera motif i n  the  corner blocks. Elsewhere, t he  
splayed window reveals a r e  not paneled, door trim i s  unfluted and corner blocks a r e  
p la in ;  however, rooms on the second f loor  have mantels s imilar  t o  t h a t  i n  the  par lor  
(probably o r i g i n a l ) .  Doors a re  a l l  six-panel and most date from the time of construc- 
t ion.  Hardware and l i gh t ing  a re  more recent,  while the wide, worn f loor  boards 
throughout a t t e s t  t o  untold years of use. 

None of the o r ig ina l  outbuildings and dependencies remain, the  old detached 
kitchen and o f f i ce  s t ruc tures  having been destrcyed by pas t  floods. The block and 
frame addition a t  the northeast  corner dates t o  the  present century and houses 
garage space and a kitchen; it was i n  the 1930s and 1940s t h a t  e l e c t r i c  and plumbing 
were upgraded, a bathroom placed a t  the top of the s t a i r s  on the second l eve l ,  
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t h e  s h u t t e r s  removed and t h e  b r i c k  painted white. Otherwise, t h e  bu i ld ing  has had 
few a l t e r a t i o n s ,  and d e s p i t e  some apparent na ive te  i n  bui ld ing const ruct ion  and s t y l e ,  
t h e  General Alber t  G a l l a t i n  Jenkins House remains a  sound s t r u c t u r e  appropr ia t e ly  used 
a s  the  cen te r  of an opera t ing  farm. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The General Albert Ga l la t in  Jenkins House, located along the  Ohio River north- 
e a s t  of t he  small community of Lesage, Cabell County, West Virginia, s tands  today as 
an example of a bui lding of qua l i ty  constructed by a prosperous businessman who was 
pa r t  of a general  westward mwement i n  t h e  ea r ly  nineteenth century. H i s  son, wi th  
whom t h e  house is most prominently associated,  became a dist inguished lawyer and 
p o l i t i c i a n  i n  t h e  1850s, having served two terms i n  t he  United S ta tes  Congress by 
h i s  t h i r t i e t h  year and being e lected t o  t he  Confederate Congress a f t e r  s id ing  with 
the  South on t he  questions of s t a t e s  r i g h t s  and separation.  Albert Ga l la t in  Jenkins 
fought and died f o r  these  be l ie f s .  I n  w a r  a s  i n  peace he proved himself a leader  of 
men, having a t t a ined  t h e  rank of br igadier  general  i n  1862. 

Captain William Jenkins w a s  a businessman of note  along the  James River of 
Virginia during t he  e a r l y  years  of United S t a t e s  nationhood. H i s  severa l  boats p l i ed  
the  waters carrying goods between Richmond and the  i n t e r i o r ,  and a f t e r  se rv ice  i n  t he  
War of 1812, he expanded h i s  commercial ventures i n t o  t h e  Caribbean and eventually 
t o  South America. Captain Jenkins, aged 47, married i n  1824 and soon moved h i s  wife 
and newborn daughter t o  a 4,441 ac r e  t r a c t  along t he  Ohio River. He had purchased t h e  
land f o r  $15,000, land t h a t  had previously been owned by two governors of Virginia-- 
Wilson C. Nicholas and W i l l i a m  H. Cabell. A temporary house was constructed a f t e r  
a r r i v a l ,  and i t  was here t h a t  the  Jenkins family l ived u n t i l  t he  b ig  house w a s  
completed about 1835. 

What is now ca l led  t he  General Albert Ga l la t in  Jenkins House was constructed from 
b r i ck  f i r e d  on t h e  s i te and timber taken from t h e  lands. It is well b u i l t  and, while 
being a late  app l ica t ion  of the  Federal s t y l e ,  exh ib i t s  a sophis t ica t ion f o r  the  a r ea  
and time f a r  beyond nearby s t ruc tures ,  thus a t t e s t i n g  t o  the  s t a t u s  of the  bui lder .  
Outlines a r e  c lean and simple; t he  rectangular s h e l l  houses two rooms i n  t h e  basement 
and on each f l oo r ,  and every room is served by a f i r ep l ace  opening i n t o  the ex t e r i o r  
end chimneys. Aside from the  decorative m a i n  entrance wi th  i t s  semie l l i p t i c a l  fan- 
l i g h t  and t he  sawtooth cornice i n  br ick,  the re  is  l i t t l e  adorning the  ex te r io r .  The 
i n s ide  i s  s ingula r ly  uncluttered and displays  r e s t r a i n t ,  being dist inguished by panels 
beneath the  par lo r  windows and splayed window reveals  i n  each room. Nonetheless, t h e  
s i z e  of the  rooms and apparent qua l i ty  of mater ia ls  c l ea r ly  show how fine a house 
i t  was f o r  its age. 
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Albert  G a l l a t i n  Jenkins was born a t  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  Green Bottom e s t a t e  on November 
10,  1830. Around 1835 t h e  family moved from the  temporary home constructed when 
William Jenkins a r r ived  i n  1825 i n t o  t h e  grand building today re fe r red  t o  a s  t h e  
General Jenkins House. W i l l i a m  was prosperous enough t o  s e e  t o  a q u a l i t y  formal 
education f o r  h i s  four  ch i ld ren  ( th ree  sons and a daughter) even a t  a t i m e  and p lace  
when most f ami l i e s  applied a l l  e f f o r t s  simply t o  s u b s i s t  o r  bui ld  t h e  foundation f o r  
f u t u r e  successes. Alber t  followed h i s  o lde r  brothers  t o  Marshall Academy ( t h e  ante-  
cedent of Marshall Univers i ty  i n  Huntington, West Virginia)  i n  1845, and from t h e r e  
they went t o  Je f fe r son  College, perhaps t h e  preeminent higher i n s t i t u t i o n  of l ea rn ing  
w e s t  of t h e  Alleghenies a t  t h e  time, from which young Jenkins graduated i n  1848. 

Albert  was w e l l  t r a ined  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y ,  but  he was s t i l l  uncer ta in  as t o  a 
profess ion toward which he might a sp i re .  Should he continue the  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p u r s u i t s  
begun by h i s  f a t h e r  upon moving t o  the  Ohio country, should he en te r  such a profess ion 
as medicine (taken up by h i s  brother  W i l l i a m  Alexander), o r  might he e n t e r  upon a 
d i f f e r e n t  course and combine severa l  f i e l d s  of endeavor? He probably d id  not  have 

r 
any preformed plans  when he f i n a l l y  decided t o  a t t end  a law school, b u t  because i t  
was a formal approach r a t h e r  than t h e  more common reading and studying wi th  an estab- 
l i s h e d  lawyer, i t  appears t h a t  Albert 's  decis ion was t o  pursue t h e  law not  as a 
mere occupation but  i n  combination with a v a r i e t y  of i n t e r e s t s ,  including farming. 
H e  matr icula ted  at  Harvard and was graduated i n  1850. 

The young lawyer es tab l i shed  a p r a c t i c e  i n  Charleston, Virginia,  a f t e r  a t r i p  t o  
South America, b u t  h e  continued t o  pass much time a t  Green Bottom, involving himself 
i n  t h e  law, a g r i c u l t u r e  and t h e  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  of t h e  surrounding a rea .  
It i s  quest ionable whether Jenkins a c t i v e l y  sought a publ ic  l i f e ,  y e t  h i s  background 
and pe rsona l i ty  made him v i s i b l e  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  h ierarchy of the  l o c a l  Democratic 
organizat ion a t  an e a r l y  period,  and i n  1856 he was se lec ted  a s  a de lega te  t o  t h e  
p a r t y ' s  n a t i o n a l  convention t o  be held a t  Cincinnati .  This may have piqued h i s  
i n t e r e s t  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  f o r  t h e r e a f t e r  he  regu la r ly  at tended meetings and f requen t ly  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  d iscuss ions .  I n  Apr i l  1855, a t  a meeting inRi tchieCounty ,  h e  seconded 
t h e  nomination of t h e  candidate from t h e  Eleventh Congressional D i s t r i c t  of Virginia  
and helped c a r r y  Cabell  County f o r  t h e  Democratic nominee desp i t e  h i s  l o s s  t o  t h e  
American Par ty  (Know-Nothing) candidate, John S. C a r l i l e .  During t h e  campaigning, 
Jenkins debated C a r l i l e  a t  Hurricane Bridge i n  Putnam County f o r  about 4 1 / 2  hours 
and came away wi th  t h e  accolades of h i s  fe l low Democrats and p r a i s e  from t h e  Kanawha 
Valley Star .  H i s  en t ry  i n t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  ferment of t h e  1850s was auspicious.  

The Democratic Congressional Convention meeting i n  Parkersburg i n  December 1856 
did  not  open wi th  Jenkins a s  a candidate,  but a f t e r  a score  of b a l l o t s  and i n t r i c a t e  
maneuverings he was nominated by acclamation. Facing incumbent C a r l i l e  i n  t h e  
e l e c t i o n  of 1857 proved q u i t e  a challenge;  t h e  candidates scheduled speaking and 
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debating meetings f o r  t h e  courthouse i n  each of t h e  d i s t r i c t ' s  n ineteen counties.  When 
b a l l o t s  were t a l l i e d ,  i t  was Jenkins who had won by near ly  1,000 vo tes  ou t  of more 
than 14,500 c a s t ,  and though t h e  Democratic Par ty  was s t i l l  su f fe r ing ,  e spec ia l ly  i n  
t h e  North, because of d is i l lus ionment  over such na t iona l  i s s u e s  a s  t h e  Kansas-Nebraska 
se t t lement ,  Albert G a l l a t i n  Jenkins would take a s e a t  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  House of 
Representat ives a s  t h e  youngest member of t h e  sess ion.  

While q u i t e  a t tached t o  t h e  family 's  a g r i c u l t u r a l  business along t h e  Ohio River 
and h i s  home a t  Green Bottom, Alber t ' s  i n t e r e s t s  were c e r t a i n l y  not  narrow i n  any 
realm. H e  had t raveled  widely, was a member of the  na t iona l  Congress, and appeared 
comfortable i n  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  c i r c l e s  from Guyandotte t o  Clarksburg t o  Washington, 
D.C.--and S t .  Louis. I t  was a t  t h e  l a t t e r  c i t y  i n  Ju ly  1858 t h a t  he  married Virginia  
Southard Bowlin, daughter of James Butler  Bowlin, a former judge, member of Congress, 
and ambassador t o  Colombia and Paraguay. 

L -  
> Jenkins won a second con tes t  f o r  Congress i n  1859 by an  increased margin, bu t  by 

t h i s  t i m e  na t iona l  problems were such t h a t  s i d e s  had t o  be  chosen on near ly  every 
i s s u e  of any import. Alber t  was a s t a t e s - r i g h t s  Democrat who, though he  d id  no t  
want t o  s e e  t h e  Union dissolved,  would abide  h i s  p r inc ip les  and f i g h t  t o  uphold 
h i s  b e l i e f s .  This Southern gentleman refused the  Democratic nomination of 1861 
t o  a t h i r d  term i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  Congress and was soon organizing a m i l i t i a  
group known a s  "The Border Rangers1'. 

This  m i l i t i a  company joined t h e  Eighth Virginia  Cavalry i n  May and operated i n  
western Virginia ,  e spec ia l ly  i n  t h e  Kanawha Valley region,  during 1861. Jenkins  soon 
a t t a i n e d  t h e  rank of colonel  and was e lec ted  t o  t h e  Confederate Congress from h i s  
d i s t r i c t .  H e  was pleased t o  l eave  t h e  Congress a f t e r  h i s  promotion t o  b r i g a d i e r  
genera l  i n  August 1862, however, f o r ,  as a m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r ,  he  was anxious f o r  the 
South i n  t h i s  period of warfare and f e l t  he would help i ts  i n t e r e s t s  more on t h e  
f i e l d  of b a t t l e .  H e  l ed  two incurs ions  t o  t h e  Ohio River a r e a  i n  1862 and 1863, 
a c t u a l l y  cross ing i n t o  Ohio during t h e  f i r s t  foray.  P r i o r  t o  t h e  b a t t l e  a t  Gettysburg, 
Gen. Jenkins l ed  advance p a r t i e s  i n t o  Pennsylvania and a s s i s t e d  i n  t h e  capture  of 
Chambersburg. Although wounded on t h e  f i e l d  a t  Gettysburg, he was back leading h i s  
t roops  i n  the  f a l l  of 1863, but  while covering a r e t r e a t  i n  May 1864, t h e  young 
o f f i c e r  was shot  from h i s  horse a t  ~ l o y d ' s  Mountain near Dublin, Vi rg in ia ,  and died  
on May 21. 

Albert  G a l l a t i n  Jenkins,  a lawyer by t r a in ing ,  p o l i t i c a n  by c a l l i n g  and s o l d i e r  by 
chance, had been a represen ta t ive  t o  both the  United S t a t e s  and Confederate Congresses 
and a br igadier  genera l  i n  t h e  Confederate fo rces  by t h e  time of h i s  death a t  age 
th i r ty - th ree .  L i fe  might have beenshor t  i n  years,  but i t  was f u l l  i n  terms of 
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accomplishments. Like h i s  f a t h e r  before him he had done w e l l ;  he now passed t h i s  
legacy t o  h i s  chi ldren,  one of whom (Alberta  alla at in) became an a c t r e s s  of some 
renown, and another of whom (Margaret Vi rg in ia ) ,  a f t e r  a career  i n  education, s e t t l e d  
a t  t h e  Green Bottom homestead and set a t a s k  of preserving t h e  o ld  house. Today, 
t h e  home remains as t h e  center  of a farm, r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  l i n e s  f o r  t h e  most 
p a r t ,  and i s  appreciated i n  i t s  use and h i s t o r i c  t r a d i t i o n .  
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

the front of the house. Along this drive westward approximately 400 feet to the 
tree line at the west side of the property, southward along this tree line to the 
B & 0 Railroad tracks, thence eastward along the tracks to the crossing of the 
entrance road. 








